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CHAPTER 1

THE GOD WE WORSHIP

Knowing the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

The God Who Has No Beginning

Genesis opens with a declaration that reaches beyond the limits of human history:
“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.” The universe had a
beginning; God did not. Everything we can see, measure, touch or imagine
belongs to creation. God is the Creator, eternal and uncreated. He was not made,
He did not emerge from the universe, and He does not depend on anything outside
Himself for His existence. (Genesis 1:1; Psalm 90:2; Revelation 1:8)

Thistruth changes the way we look at the world. The heavens are vast, the earth is
filled with wonders, and life carries a beauty that continualy invites us to ask
where it al began. Scripture directs our wonder beyond creation to the One who
made it. The skies declare His glory; the order and beauty of what He has made
point to His power and wisdom. Creation is not God, but it bears witness to its
Creator. (Psalm 19:1; Romans 1:20)

God is not confined to a building, a mountain, a nation or a particular place. Heis
present everywhere, knows all things, and His understanding has no limit. No
corner of creation is hidden from Him. The God who formed the heavens is also
near to the person who calls upon Him. His greatness does not make Him distant;
His presence reaches every part of His creation. (Psalm 139:1-10; Jeremiah
23:23-24; |saiah 40:28)

When God Spoke, Creation Responded

The opening scene of Genesis is both majestic and simple: the earth is without
form, darkness covers the deep, and the Spirit of God is present. Then God
speaks:. “Let there be light,” and light appears. The world does not create itself or
command its own existence. It responds to the word of its Maker. Again and
again, God speaks, and creation takes shape according to His will. (Genesis
1:2-27; Psalm 33:6, 9; Hebrews 11:3)
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God's Word is not empty sound. It reveals His will, gives direction, brings
correction, offers wisdom and calls people into faithful living. The same God who
spoke light into darkness has given His Word to guide our steps. Scripture is
therefore more than a collection of ancient stories; it is a testimony to God's
character and a trustworthy guide for those who seek Him. (Psalm 119:105; Isaiah
55:10-11; 2 Timothy 3:16-17)
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The Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit

The Bible reveals one God, not three gods. This one God has made Himself
known as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. The Father is God; the Son is
God; the Holy Spirit is God. They are distinct persons, yet they are not divided
into three separate gods. The Christian faith confesses one God who eternally
exists as Father, Son and Holy Spirit. This mystery is not an invitation to
confusion, but a truth to approach with reverence, humility and the help of
Scripture. (Matthew 28:19; 2 Corinthians 13:14; 1 Corinthians 8:6)

The Father is the source and giver of life. He creates, sustains, loves and cals
people into relationship with Himself. Jesus taught His disciples to trust the
Father’s care, and Scripture presents the Father as holy, faithful and rich in mercy.
His love is not an abstract idea: He sent His Son for the salvation of the world.
(Matthew 6:26; John 3:16-17; 1 Peter 1:15-16)

The Son, Jesus Chrigt, is not merely a teacher who appeared in history. He is the
eternal Word who was with God and who is God. Through Him all things were
made. In the fullness of time, the Word became flesh and lived among us. Jesus
reveals the Father, makes God known, and stands at the centre of God's saving
work. (John 1:1-3, 14; Colossians 1:15-17; Hebrews 1:1-3)

The Holy Spirit was present at creation and is active throughout the story of
Scripture. He gives life, empowers God's people, teaches, guides, convicts and
strengthens believers. Jesus promised that the Father would send the Holy Spirit
to be with His disciples. The Spirit does not draw attention away from Christ; He
helps people know Christ and live in the truth. (Genesis 1:2; John 14:16-17, 26;
Acts 1:8)

The three are not competing powers or different names for one person taking
turns. At Jesus baptism, the Son is baptised, the Spirit descends, and the Father
speaks. In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, Jesus commissions
His followers. The Church therefore worships one God, giving honour to the
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 3:16-17; Matthew 28:19)
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The Word Became Flesh

In Jesus, God's truth came near in a way people could see and hear. Jesus
welcomed the overlooked, touched the sick, showed compassion to the suffering,
confronted hypocrisy, forgave sinners and taught with authority. He did not
merely speak about the Father; He made the Father known through Hiswords, His
character and His works. When Jesus said, “Whoever has seen me has seen the
Father,” He was directing His disciples to recognise God's self-revelation in Him.
(John 1:14; John 14:8-10)
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The God Who Did Not Abandon Humanity

Human beings were created in the image of God, with dignity and acalling to live
in fellowship with their Maker. Yet sin entered human life through disobedience.
Sin brought brokenness into the human relationship with God and damaged the
way people relate to one another and to creation. The Bible does not hide this
tragedy, because it also tells the story of God's response. (Genesis 1:26-27,;
Genesis 3:1-19; Romans 5:12)

God did not abandon humanity to its rebellion. Throughout Scripture, He called
people, made covenants, gave promises, raised prophets and prepared the way for
redemption. These events are not disconnected episodes. They form one
unfolding story of God's faithfulness and His purpose to bring people back to
Himself. The prophets spoke of the suffering servant who would bear the burdens
of others, and the New Testament identifies the saving work of Jesus as the
fulfilment of God' s gracious purpose. (Isaiah 53:4-6; John 3:16-17)

Jesus gave His life for sinners and rose again. His death was not an accident or
simply the end of a good man’s life; it is central to the gospel. Through His death
and resurrection, God offers forgiveness and reconciliation. Salvation is received
by grace through faith, not earned as areward for human achievement. Thisisthe
heart of the good news: God has acted in Christ, and He calls us to respond in
faith. (Romans 5:8; Ephesians 2:8-9; 1 Corinthians 15:3-4)

The cross shows both the seriousness of sin and the depth of God's love. The
resurrection declares that death does not have the final word. Those who belong to
Christ are invited into a new life shaped by forgiveness, hope and the promise of
eternal life. Our faith rests not on our ability to make ourselves worthy, but on the
grace of the God who saves. (Romans 6:4; 1 Peter 1:3-5)

A Life That WalksWith God

God's purpose is not simply that people know facts about Him. He calls us to
know Him, trust Him and walk with Him. Jesus used the picture of avine and its
branches: a branch bears fruit by remaining connected to the vine. In the same
way, a life of faith grows through an ongoing relationship with Christ. Prayer,
worship, Scripture, obedience and fellowship are not ways of purchasing God's
love; they are expressions of alife responding to His grace. (John 15:1-5)
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The Holy Spirit helps believers live this new life. He strengthens us to resist what
is wrong and produces fruit that reflects God's character: love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Spiritual
growth is not merely outward religious activity. It is the gradual shaping of our
character and choices as we yield ourselves to God. (Galatians 5:16, 22—25)
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A Faith That Takes Root and Bear s Fruit

Walking with God involves humility, justice, mercy and faithful obedience. It
means |learning to trust Him in ordinary decisions, seeking Hiswisdom in difficult
seasons, treating others with compassion, and allowing His Word to correct our
attitudes and actions. We will not live perfectly, but we can keep turning toward
Him, receiving His forgiveness and growing in grace. (Micah 6:8; 2 Peter 3:18)

The God revealed in Scripture is the Creator who speaks, the Father who loves,
the Son who redeems, and the Holy Spirit who gives life and empowers His
people. He is majestic beyond our understanding and yet near to those who seek
Him. He is holy, yet gracious, sovereign, yet compassionate; eternal, yet
personally involved in the lives of His people.

This is the God we worship. Our study of Scripture begins and continues with
Him. The people whose lives are recorded in the Bible, the leaders who served,
the covenants God established, the apostles who carried the gospel, the Church
formed through Christ, and the prayers offered in faith al find their meaning in
the character and purposes of God.

THE JOURNEY CONTINUES

Across the pages of Scripture, we meet women and men whose lives reveal
courage, weakness, obedience, failure, restoration and faith. Their stories do not
replace the story of God; they help us see how His purposes unfold through real
human lives. Aswe explore these accounts and themes, may we learn to recognise
His faithfulness, deepen our understanding of His Word, strengthen our faith and
walk more closely with Him.

“ Sudy the Bible. Strengthen Your Faith. Walk in His Grace.”
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CHAPTER 2
Women of Faith

Miriam

Exodus 15:20

Moses' sister — the one who watched the basket in the reeds
and offered to find a nurse for the baby (Exodus 2:4-8). When
the sea split and Israel crossed, she took a timbrel and led the
women in song: "Sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed
gloriously" (Exodus 15:21). Hers is the first recorded worship
chorus in Scripture. Later she and Aaron spoke against Moses
and were rebuked — but her prophetic voice, her song, and
her leadership of Israel's women stand as a memorial.

Deborah
Judges 4-5
Israel's only female judge, and one of its boldest. She held
court under a palm tree between Ramah and Bethel, and the
people came to her for judgment. When God commanded
Barak to muster an army against Sisera, Barak refused to go
without her — so she went, and told him plainly that the
honour of the victory would go to a woman instead. She was
right: Sisera fell to Jael's tent-peg, and Deborah sang the song
of victory that is still in our Bibles (Judges 5). Her leadership
was not tolerated; it was sought out. And when the battle was
won, she gave the glory to God.
Application: Also appears in: Leaders & Judges - Women of
Courage & Justice
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Huldah
2 Kings 22:14

When King Josiah's workmen found the lost Book of the Law
in the temple, the king tore his clothes and sent his officials to
inquire of the LORD. They went to Huldah, a prophetess living
in Jerusalem. She spoke the word of the LORD: judgment was
coming on the nation, but not in Josiah's day, because his
heart was tender. Her words launched one of the greatest
reforms in Israel's history (2 Kings 23). A woman's voice from
a quiet room steered a kingdom.

Anna
Luke 2:36

A prophetess of the tribe of Asher, widowed after seven years
of marriage and now eighty-four. She never left the temple,
serving God with fasting and prayer night and day. When
Mary and Joseph brought the infant Jesus to be presented,
Anna came up at that very hour, gave thanks to God, and
spoke of the child to all who were waiting for the redemption
of Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). A lifetime of prayer met the Messiah
in a single moment — and she spent the rest of it telling
people.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Exceptional Faith -

Women Who Prayed

Philip's four daughters 080
Acts 21:9 o
Unnamed, unmarried, and prophesying. Luke mentions them

in a single verse, but they are a quiet sign of Pentecost

fulfilled: "your sons and your daughters shall prophesy" (Acts

2:17). Their father was an evangelist; their home, in

Caesarea, was the place where Paul stayed on his last journey

to Jerusalem. Their gift is recorded without comment,

regulation, or apology — the Spirit had been poured out on

daughters as well as sons.
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Esther
Esther4:16

An orphan raised by her cousin Mordecai, taken into the
harem of a Persian king, and made queen of an empire that
did not know her God. When Haman's decree threatened to
destroy the Jews, Mordecai sent her a message: perhaps you
were made queen for such a time as this. She called for a
three-day fast, dressed in her royal robes, and walked into the
king's inner court — an uninvited woman facing a king with
the power to kill her. "If I perish, I perish" (Esther 4:16). She
did not perish; the king held out his sceptre, and the plot
against her people collapsed. Her story is read at Purim to
this day.

Application: Also appears in: Women Who Saved Lives -

Women of Courage & Justice

Jael
Judges 4:21

When Sisera fled the battlefield on foot, he took refuge in the
tent of Heber the Kenite — and Heber's wife Jael met him.
She gave him milk, covered him, and waited until he slept.
Then she took a tent-peg and a hammer and ended the war
with the tools she had in her hand. Deborah's song calls her
"most blessed of women" (Judges 5:24). Sometimes courage is
not a sword; sometimes it is a tent-peg and a still moment.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Courage & Justice 88%
9
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Zelophehad's daughters
Numbers 27:1-11

Mahlah, Noah, Hoglah, Milcah and Tirzah — five sisters who
came to Moses with a case. Their father had died in the
wilderness leaving no sons, and the inheritance law of the day
gave nothing to daughters. They stood before Moses, Eleazar
the priest, and the whole congregation and asked for a
possession among their father's brothers. Moses brought the
case to the LORD — and God said: "The daughters of
Zelophehad are right." The law was changed, and their
inheritance was secured (Numbers 27:7; 36). They were not
rebels; they trusted God's justice enough to ask.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Courage & Justice

Daughters of Shallum
Nehemiah 3:12

Nehemiah lists the builders of Jerusalem's wall by name —
and among them, "Shallum the son of Hallohesh, ruler of half
the district of Jerusalem, he and his daughters" (Nehemiah
3:12). They built alongside the men, their names in the
record, their work in the stones. When God's city was rebuilt,
women were among the builders. It is a small verse that has
strengthened generations of women who were told building
was not their work.

0
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Shiphrah & Puah
Exodus 1:17

Two Hebrew midwives named by Pharaoh himself. He
commanded them: when you serve the Hebrew women, kill
the boys. But they feared God and did not do as Pharaoh
commanded — they let the boys live. When Pharaoh
demanded an explanation, they answered that the Hebrew
women were vigorous and gave birth before the midwives
arrived. God dealt well with them and gave them families
(Exodus 1:20-21). Two women with no political power refused
an empire's order — and Israel was preserved.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Courage & Justice

Jochebed
Exodus 2:2

A Levite woman who hid her newborn son for three months
because he was beautiful — and when she could hide him no
longer, she built a basket of bulrushes, sealed it with pitch,
and set it in the reeds by the Nile. She did not abandon him;
she placed him in God's hands at the water's edge. Pharaoh's
daughter found the child, and — by his sister's cleverness —
Jochebed was paid to nurse her own son. She raised the
deliverer of Israel in the very shadow of Pharaoh's palace.

Pharaoh's daughter

Exodus 2:5-10 88@
She came to the Nile to bathe and saw the basket among the 0
reeds. She opened it, saw the crying child, and had

compassion on him: "This is one of the Hebrews' children."

She named him Moses — "drawn out" — and raised him in the

palace of the king who had commanded his death. A

princess's compassion turned a death sentence into a rescue,

and Moses grew up with both the palace and the people in

him.

BIBLE STUDY COMPANION ¢ FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH 12



Rahab
Joshua 2

A prostitute in Jericho, in a house built into the city wall.
When Joshua sent two spies into the land, she hid them on her
roof and told the king's men they had gone. She had heard of
Israel's God and believed before she ever met a Hebrew
soldier: "The LORD your God, he is God in heaven above and
on earth beneath" (Joshua 2:11). She secured a scarlet cord in
her window as a sign, and when the walls fell, her household
was spared. She was grafted into Israel, became the mother
of Boaz, and her name appears in the genealogy of Jesus
(Matthew 1:5). Faith found in a house of shame, and
honoured forever.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Exceptional Faith

Abigail

1 Samuel 25

Wife of Nabal, a wealthy man described as harsh and badly
behaved; Abigail is described as discerning and beautiful.
When David — still an outlaw — sent his men to ask Nabal for
provisions, Nabal insulted them, and David set out with 400
men to kill every male in the household. Abigail heard, took
bread and wine and sheep, and went out to meet David on the
road. She spoke with wisdom: "The LORD has restrained you
from bloodguilt" (1 Samuel 25:26). David blessed her and
turned back. After Nabal died, Abigail became David's wife. Q%O
One well-timed, truthful word from a woman prevented a o OQ
massacre.
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Wise Woman of Abel
2 Samuel 20

When Joab's army besieged the city of Abel Beth-maacah to
capture the rebel Sheba, a wise woman stood on the wall and
called out to Joab: "I am one of the peaceable and faithful in
Israel." She negotiated with him, told the people what to do,
and Sheba's head was thrown over the wall. The city was
spared. Her name is not recorded; her wisdom is. Sometimes
the one who saves a city is the one who speaks from the wall.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Courage & Justice

Jehosheba

2 Kings 11:2

A daughter of King Jehoram and sister of Ahaziah. When
Athaliah the queen mother began killing the royal offspring to
seize the throne, Jehosheba took Joash, Ahaziah's son, stole
him from among the king's sons who were about to be killed,
and hid him in the temple with his nurse for six years. Her act
preserved the line of David, and Joash became king at age
seven. A princess's courage in a single afternoon kept the
promise of a king alive.

Application: Also appears in: Women of Courage & Justice

Pilate's wife
Matthew 27:19 OO

@
She is unnamed in Scripture — early tradition calls her 080
Claudia Procula. While Pilate sat on the judgment seat, she
sent him a message: "Have nothing to do with that righteous
man, for I have suffered much because of him today in a
dream." Pilate did not listen; he washed his hands and handed
Jesus to the cross. Her warning stands in the record as a voice
of conscience that a governor did not heed. Some women
speak truth to power and are heard; some are not. Both are
recorded.
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Sarah
Hebrews 11:11

Wife of Abraham, mother of Isaac. She waited decades for a
son, then laughed when she heard the promise announced at
ninety years old — laughed at the very idea of it. But God did
not withdraw the promise; He kept it, and she bore Isaac.
Hebrews 11:11 says she "received power to conceive"
because "she considered him faithful who had promised." The
New Testament honours her faith, not her laughter. She
processed her doubt openly, and God grew her faith through
it.

Hannah

1 Samuel 1

Wife of Elkanah, and a woman deeply loved but deeply
grieved. She was barren, and her husband's other wife,
Peninnah, provoked her year after year. One year at Shiloh,
Hannah slipped away from the family feast, wept, and prayed
silently with such anguish that the priest Eli thought she was
drunk. She poured out her soul before the LORD and vowed:
if You give me a son, I will give him back to You. God
answered — Samuel was born, and Hannah kept her vow. Her
prayer in 1 Samuel 2 — "My heart exults in the LORD" —
became a template for Mary's Magnificat centuries later
(Luke 1:46-55). Persistent, honest prayer in grief is one of the
most powerful things a woman can do. QO O
Application: Also appears in: Women Who Prayed 080
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Ruth
Ruth 1:16

A Moabite widow, daughter-in-law of the Israelite Naomi.
When famine and death emptied the family, Naomi urged her
two foreign daughters-in-law to return to Moab. Orpah went;
Ruth clung to her and spoke the words that have been read at
weddings and funerals for three thousand years: "Where you
go I will go, and where you lodge I will lodge. Your people
shall be my people, and your God my God" (Ruth 1:16). She
worked the fields of a man named Boaz, gleaning behind his
reapers to feed her mother-in-law. Boaz redeemed her, and
she became the great-grandmother of King David — and an
ancestor of Jesus (Matthew 1:5). A foreigner bound herself to
an old woman and a covenant she had no right to — and God
grafted her into the lineage of the Messiah.

The Shunammite woman

2 Kings 4:8

A wealthy woman of Shunem who recognised that the prophet
Elisha was a holy man and urged him to stay for meals. She
and her husband built a small room on the roof — a bed, a
table, a chair, a lamp — and gave it to him. When Elisha asked
what he could do for her, she said she had everything she
needed. Then he learned she had no son, and he promised her
one. When the boy was grown and died, she rode to the
prophet and held his feet and would not let go until he came
and raised him (2 Kings 4:27). Hospitality, faith, and holy
stubbornness in one woman.
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The Canaanite woman
Matthew 15:28

A Gentile woman from the region of Tyre and Sidon, whose
daughter was severely oppressed by a demon. She cried out
to Jesus: "Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David." He
answered her not a word; then He said He was sent only to
the lost sheep of Israel. She came and knelt before Him. He
told her it was not right to take the children's bread and
throw it to the dogs. She answered: "Yes, Lord, yet even the
dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table." Jesus
said to her: "O woman, great is your faith! Be it done for you
as you desire." Her daughter was healed. She would not be
turned away, and Jesus praised her persistence as faith.

The woman with the issue of blood
Mark 5:34

She had suffered from a discharge of blood for twelve years.
She had spent everything she had on physicians, and only
grew worse. In a crowd pressing around Jesus on His way to
Jairus' house, she came up behind Him and touched the fringe
of His garment — because she thought, "If I touch even his
garments, I will be made well." Immediately she felt in her
body that she was healed. Jesus turned and asked who had
touched Him, and she came forward in fear and trembling and
told Him the whole truth. He said: "Daughter, your faith has
made you well; go in peace" (Mark 5:34). After twelve years of
being ceremonially unclean, she was called "Daughter"” in
front of everyone.

BIBLE STUDY COMPANION ¢ FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH
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Mary
Luke 1:38

A young woman in Nazareth, betrothed to a carpenter named
Joseph, visited by an angel who told her she would bear a son
by the Holy Spirit. Her response is one of the greatest
statements of faith in Scripture: "Behold, I am the servant of
the Lord; let it be to me according to your word" (Luke 1:38).
She said yes before she understood. She sang a song that has
been prayed in the church for two thousand years — "My soul
magnifies the Lord" (Luke 1:46-55) — a song about God
lifting the humble and bringing down the proud. She stood at
the cross (John 19:25) and prayed with the disciples in the
upper room (Acts 1:14). Her yes opened the door of the
incarnation.

Lois & Eunice
2 Timothy 1:5

Timothy's grandmother and mother. Paul writes to Timothy: "I
am reminded of your sincere faith, a faith that dwelt first in
your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice and now, I am
sure, dwells in you as well." The names are brief but the
implication is enormous: Timothy's faith did not come from a
seminary; it came from a mother and a grandmother who
taught him the Scriptures from childhood (2 Timothy 3:15).
Two generations of quiet faithfulness produced a leader of the
early church. 68 O
Application: Also appears in: Women Who Taught & Discipled OOQ
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The women who followed Jesus
Luke 8:1-3

Luke names three: Mary called Magdalene, from whom seven
demons had gone out; Joanna, the wife of Chuza, Herod's
household manager; and Susanna. "And many others," he
adds, "who provided for them out of their means." They
travelled with Jesus and the Twelve, and they funded the
ministry. When the male disciples scattered at the crucifixion,
these women stayed — at the cross (Matthew 27:55) and at
the tomb (Matthew 28:1). They are the quiet financial engine
of the gospel's first years.

Martha & Mary of Bethany
John 11-12

Sisters, with their brother Lazarus, in the village of Bethany.

Martha is the one who welcomed Jesus into her home and

served — and later, when Lazarus died, it was Martha who

went out to meet Jesus and made the great confession: "I

believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God" (John 11:27).

Mary is the one who sat at Jesus' feet (Luke 10:39), and later

anointed them with costly perfume (John 12:3). One served at

table, one sat at His feet; both loved the same Lord in the

same house. When Jesus said, "Mary has chosen the good

portion," He was not scolding Martha for service — He was

correcting her anxiety.
680
OOQ
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Lydia
Acts 16:15

A businesswoman from Thyatira, a dealer in purple cloth — a
trade that made her wealthy and independent. She was in
Philippi on business, worshipping with a group of women by
the river on the Sabbath, when Paul came and spoke. The
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said. She
was baptised with her household, and she urged Paul and his
companions: "If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord,
come to my house and stay." She opened her home and her
purse, and the first church on European soil began in her
house (Acts 16:40). The gospel entered Europe through a
woman's hospitality.

Application: Also appears in: Women Who Hosted Churches

Phoebe
Romans 16:1

Paul's first word in Romans 16 is a commendation: "I
commend to you our sister Phoebe, a servant of the church at
Cenchreae." The Greek word isdiakonos— the same word
used for the office of deacon. She was likely the woman who
carried Paul's letter to the Romans — the most important
theological letter in history — from Corinth to Rome. Paul
tells the Roman church to "help her in whatever she may
need," because she has been a patron of many, including Paul
himself. A woman entrusted with the gospel's most weighty Q%O
letter, and honoured by name. O OQ
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Dorcas (Tabitha)
Acts 9:36

A disciple in Joppa, "full of good works and acts of charity."
She made garments for widows — the poor, the vulnerable,
the forgotten. When she became ill and died, the disciples in
Joppa sent for Peter. When he arrived, the widows stood
around him weeping and showing the tunics and garments
Dorcas had made while she was with them. Peter prayed, and
she opened her eyes (Acts 9:40). Her story is not remembered
for great speeches or visions; it is remembered for clothing
she sewed for widows. That is what God raised her for.

The widow with two mites
Mark 12:41-44

Jesus sat opposite the temple treasury and watched people
put money into the offering box. Many rich people put in large
sums. A poor widow came and put in two small copper coins
— worth a fraction of a day's wage. Jesus called His disciples
and said: "Truly, I say to you, this poor widow has put in more
than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For
they all contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on."
She gave out of her poverty, and Jesus made her the standard
of generosity for all time.
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Priscilla
Acts 18:26

Wife of Aquila, a tentmaker like Paul, and Paul's co-worker in
the gospel. When they met a gifted preacher named Apollos in
Ephesus, and heard him teach accurately but incompletely,
"Priscilla and Aquila took him aside and explained to him the
way of God more accurately"” (Acts 18:26). She is named first
in several passages — including in Romans 16:3, where Paul
calls her and Aquila "my fellow workers in Christ Jesus." She
hosted a church in her house (Romans 16:5). A married
woman who taught a preacher, hosted a church, and is
honoured by name in Scripture.

Application: Also appears in: Women Who Served & Supported
Ministry - Women Who Hosted Churches

Older women

Titus 2:3-5

Paul's instruction to Titus is not an afterthought; it is a
structural role in the church's discipleship. "Older women
likewise are to be reverent in behaviour, not slanderers or
slaves to much wine. They are to teach what is good, and so
train the young women to love their husbands and children, to
be self-controlled, pure, working at home, kind, and
submissive to their own husbands, that the word of God may
not be reviled." Paul assigns older women a teaching ministry
— not to the congregation, but to younger women. It is a real Q%O
calling, and the health of the church depends on it. OOQ
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The Proverbs 31 woman
Proverbs 31:10-31

A poem — an acrostic in Hebrew, each verse beginning with a
successive letter of the alphabet. She is not a single historical
woman; she is a portrait of wisdom embodied. She rises
before dawn, provides for her household, buys a field, plants a
vineyard, trades profitably, cares for the poor, speaks with
wisdom, and her children call her blessed. Her husband trusts
her and praises her. "Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain,
but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised" (Proverbs
31:30). The poem is not a checklist for women to fail; it is a
portrait of a woman who fears God, and a promise that such a
woman will be honoured.

The Samaritan woman
John 4:29

A Samaritan woman — doubly marginalised, by her ethnicity
and by her five failed marriages. Jesus met her at a well at
midday, alone. He asked her for water, and then told her
about living water, and then told her everything she had ever
done. She left her water jar at the well and went into the town
and said: "Come, see a man who told me everything I ever
did. Can this be the Christ?" Many Samaritans believed
because of her testimony (John 4:39). She was the first
evangelist in John's Gospel, and the first person in that Gospel
to call Jesus the Christ. A woman with a broken past became
the conduit for a whole town to meet its Saviour.
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Mary Magdalene
John 20:18

Mary from the town of Magdala, from whom Jesus had cast
out seven demons (Luke 8:2). She followed Him from Galilee,
supported His ministry, and stood at the cross when the male
disciples had fled (John 19:25). On the first day of the week
she came to the tomb while it was still dark, found it empty,
and ran to tell Peter and John. When she returned and wept at
the tomb, Jesus appeared to her and called her by name (John
20:16). She went to the disciples and announced: "I have seen
the Lord" (John 20:18). She is the first witness of the
resurrection, and the church has called her "the apostle to the
apostles."

The women at the tomb
Matthew 28:1-10

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb at

dawn on the first day of the week. There was a great

earthquake, and an angel descended, rolled back the stone,

and sat on it. He told them: "Do not be afraid, for I know that

you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has

risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go

quickly and tell his disciples..." They departed quickly with

fear and great joy and ran to tell His disciples. And Jesus met

them on the way. They came to anoint a body and left with a
commission — the first preachers of the resurrection. QO O
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The women in the upper room
Acts 1:14

After the ascension, the disciples returned to Jerusalem and
went to the upper room, where they devoted themselves to
prayer — "with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and
his brothers." When the day of Pentecost came, they were all
together in one place, and the Spirit fell (Acts 2:1-4). The
church was born in a prayer meeting, and women were in it.
They did not spectate; they prayed.

Euodia & Syntyche

Philippians 4:2-3

Two women in the church at Philippi, named by Paul in a
letter read aloud to the whole congregation. They had
"laboured side by side with me in the gospel," Paul writes —
the same verb he uses for his own apostolic work. But they
were in conflict, and Paul urges them to agree in the Lord,
and asks a "true companion" to help them. The church's
earliest recorded internal dispute was between two women
who had laboured in the gospel — and it was serious enough
for Paul to address it publicly, and hopeful enough that he did
not give up on them.

Nympha

Colossians 4:15

Paul closes his letter to the Colossians with greetings, Q%O
including: "Give my greetings to the brothers at Laodicea, and &’ OQ
to Nympha and the church in her house." A woman whose

home was a congregation — the gathering point for believers

in Laodicea or nearby. Her name in the letter is the only

record we have of her, and it is enough. Some churches are

pastored; some are hosted. Nympha's was hosted.
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Apphia
Philemon 2

Paul addresses his letter to Philemon to "our beloved fellow
worker Philemon, and Apphia our sister, and Archippus our
fellow soldier, and the church in your house." Apphia is
named third, alongside her husband (likely) and a fellow
worker. She was probably the hostess of the church that
gathered in the house, and the household matriarch whose
consent mattered for Paul's appeal to receive Onesimus back
as a brother. A woman whose hospitality and authority made
the letter possible.

Vashti
Esther 1:12

Queen to King Ahasuerus (likely Xerxes I) of Persia. At a great
feast, on the seventh day, when the king was drunk, he
commanded his eunuchs to bring Queen Vashti before him
wearing her royal crown, to display her beauty to the peoples
and officials. She refused. The king was furious, and his
advisers — worried that other women would hear of it and
despise their husbands — advised him to depose her and
replace her with a more compliant queen. He did. She lost her
crown. She kept her dignity. And the decree that replaced her
prepared the way for Esther's "yes." One woman's "no" —
even when it cost her everything — prepared the way for
another woman's "yes." ng
OOQ
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Rizpah
2 Samuel 21:10

A concubine of King Saul, mother of two of his sons. When the
Gibeonites demanded seven of Saul's sons be handed over for
execution to atone for Saul's earlier crimes, David gave them
Rizpah's two sons, along with five others. They were executed
and their bodies left exposed. Rizpah took sackcloth and
spread it on a rock, and from the beginning of harvest until
rain fell on the bodies, she did not let the birds of the air rest
on them by day or the beasts of the field by night. Months of
vigil. When David heard what she had done, he gathered the
bones and gave the dead a proper burial (2 Samuel 21:14). A
mother's persistent love moved a king.

Tamar (Judah's daughter-in-law)
Genesis 38:26

Wife of Er, Judah's firstborn, then of Onan after Er died, then
promised to Judah's third son Shelah when he grew up. Judah
did not keep his promise, and Tamar was left childless in a
culture where that meant destitution. When Judah's wife died,
Tamar disguised herself as a prostitute, sat at the entrance to
Enaim, and Judah — not knowing who she was — lay with her.
She took his signet, cord, and staff as a pledge. When she was
found pregnant, Judah ordered her burned. She produced the
pledge, and Judah said: "She is more righteous than I, since I
did not give her to my son Shelah" (Genesis 38:26). She risked
everything for justice and for a place in the family of promise,
and her son Perez became an ancestor of King David — and of
Jesus (Matthew 1:3). Her story is uncomfortable, and God
wrote it into the line of the Messiah.
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Wise Woman of Tekoa
2 Samuel 14

When Absalom fled after killing his brother Amnon, David
mourned for him but would not bring him home. Joab, David's
general, sent a wise woman from Tekoa to David with a story
— a fictional account of her own "loss," designed to draw
David out. She came in disguise, told her tale, drew David into
a pronouncement, and then revealed the truth: David had just
decreed his own situation. David saw through the story and
asked if Joab was behind it. She answered honestly. David
brought Absalom home. A woman's story and a woman's
wisdom turned a king's heart and reversed a broken family
situation.

OOQ
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CHAPTER 3

Men as Pillars

Abraham
Genesis 12:1-4

God told a seventy-five-year-old man to leave everything
familiar—country, kin, and father's house—for a land he had
never seen (Genesis 12:1). Abraham went, not because he had
a map, but because he had a promise that God would make of
him a great nation (Genesis 12:2). He stumbled along the
way: he lied about his wife, he fathered a child through
impatience, and he laughed at God's timing. Yet Scripture
remembers him chiefly for believing God, and it was credited
to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3). His
leadership was less about flawless strategy and more about a
direction—he kept pitching his tent toward the promise, even
when the road was unclear (Hebrews 11:8). When he was
tested with Isaac on the mountain, he obeyed to the point of
raising the knife, and God provided a ram (Genesis 22:12).
When you face a call that outstrips your resources, Abraham's
story asks a simple question: will you go before you can see
the whole road?

Application: Step out in obedience to God's call even when the
destination is unclear—trust that the One who calls is faithful
to lead. —

I
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Isaac
Genesis 26:1-33

Isaac is the child of promise—the son born to Abraham and
Sarah when they were far too old to have children (Genesis
21:2). He carried wood up the mountain and asked his father
where the lamb was, and he submitted to being bound on the
altar (Genesis 22:7-9). He married Rebekah, who comforted
him after his mother's death (Genesis 24:67). He prayed for
his barren wife, and God answered (Genesis 25:21). When
famine struck, he went to Gerar, and God told him to stay and
promised to bless him and multiply his offspring for His
servant Abraham's sake (Genesis 26:24). Isaac sowed in that
land and reaped a hundredfold in the same year, and he dug
wells that the Philistines stopped and that he reopened
(Genesis 26:18). He was not a flashy leader; he was a quiet
recipient of promise who kept digging wells of blessing in a
hostile land.

Application: Trust God's promises in ordinary obedience—keep
digging wells of blessing even in hostile ground.
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Jacob
Genesis 28:10-22

Jacob was born grasping his brother's heel and spent his early
years grasping for blessing through deceit (Genesis 25:26).
He tricked Esau out of his birthright and his blessing, and he
fled for his life (Genesis 27:36). At Bethel he saw a ladder
stretching to heaven and heard God promise to be with him
(Genesis 28:13-15). He worked fourteen years for Rachel, was
deceived by Laban, and grew a large family in a foreign land.
At the Jabbok he wrestled with a man until daybreak and
would not let him go without a blessing (Genesis 32:26), and
he walked away with a limp and a new name—Israel (Genesis
32:28). God renewed the covenant with him at Bethel
(Genesis 35:10-12). His blessings over his twelve sons became
the blueprint for the twelve tribes (Genesis 49). Jacob's
leadership was not smooth; it was the long, limping story of a
man God grabbed hold of and did not let go.

Application: Hold on to God in the struggle—let Him rename
you and reshape you through the wrestling.
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Joseph
Genesis 37:1-11

Joseph was the favored son, given a colorful robe and dreams
of his family bowing down to him (Genesis 37:3, 7). His
brothers sold him into slavery out of jealousy (Genesis 37:28),
and he rose in Potiphar's house only to be falsely accused and
thrown into prison (Genesis 39:20). In prison he interpreted
dreams for Pharaoh's servants, and eventually for Pharaoh
himself (Genesis 41:16). He was lifted from prison to the
palace in a single day and placed over all Egypt (Genesis
41:41). When famine brought his brothers to him, he revealed
himself and told them that God had sent him ahead to
preserve life (Genesis 45:5). When his father died and his
brothers feared revenge, Joseph said the words that shape all
forgiveness: what they meant for evil, God meant for good
(Genesis 50:20). Joseph's leadership was the patient, faithful
kind—years of obscurity and suffering, then sudden
responsibility, all carried with integrity.

Application: Stay faithful in the prison season—God may be

preparing you for a palace assignment you cannot yet see.
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Daniel
Daniel 1:1-21

Daniel was a teenager taken captive to Babylon, and he
resolved not to defile himself with the king's food (Daniel 1:8).
God gave him favor, learning, and wisdom beyond his peers,
and he served in the courts of Babylonian and Persian kings
for decades (Daniel 1:17). His courage was not loud—it was
the quiet refusal to compromise over a long lifetime. He
interpreted dreams that no one else could (Daniel 2), and he
faced the lions' den because he kept praying three times a day
with his windows open (Daniel 6:10). When his friends faced
the fiery furnace for not bowing, they told the king their God
was able to deliver them, and even if He did not, they would
not serve his gods (Daniel 3:17-18). Daniel confessed the sins
of his people in a prayer that reads like a template for
intercession (Daniel 9:4-19). His leadership was built on a
daily habit of prayer and an unshakable commitment to God
above all earthly powers.

Application: Resolve in your heart not to compromise—stay
faithful in prayer, and let courage be your daily habit.
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Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3:1-30

These three young men were taken with Daniel into
Babylonian captivity and given new names by their captors
(Daniel 1:7). They refused the king's food and chose
vegetables and water, and God gave them health and wisdom
(Daniel 1:15-17). When Nebuchadnezzar built a golden image
and commanded everyone to bow, they refused (Daniel 3:12).
Their answer to the king is one of the most courageous
statements in Scripture: our God is able to deliver us, but
even if He does not, we will not bow (Daniel 3:17-18). They
were thrown into the furnace heated seven times hotter, and
the men who threw them in were killed by the flames (Daniel
3:22). Then the king saw a fourth man walking with them in
the fire, and they came out without even the smell of smoke
on them (Daniel 3:25-27). Their courage was not in expecting
deliverance but in obeying God regardless of the outcome.

Application: Stand firm in your convictions—obey God even
when you cannot see the deliverance, and trust Him with the
results.

Gideon

Judges 6:1-40

Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress, hiding from the
Midianites, when the angel of the Lord called him a mighty
man of valor (Judges 6:12). He protested that his clan was the
weakest and he was the least in his father's house (Judges
6:15). God told him to go in his strength and that He would be
with him, and Gideon asked for signs—a fleece wet and
dry—and God graciously gave them (Judges 6:37-40). With
three hundred men carrying trumpets, jars, and torches, he
routed the Midianite army (Judges 7:20-22). When the people
wanted to make him king, he refused and said the Lord would
rule over them (Judges 8:23). His story shows that God often
calls the reluctant and the least to do what only He can do.
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Application: Go in the strength you have—God does not call the
qualified, He qualifies the called.

Jonathan
1 Samuel 14:1-23

Jonathan was the son of King Saul and the heir apparent, yet
he loved David as his own soul (1 Samuel 18:1). He made a
covenant with David and gave him his robe, armor, sword,
bow, and belt (1 Samuel 18:4). When his father sought to kill
David, Jonathan warned him and interceded for him (1
Samuel 19:1-7). He strengthened David's hand in God and
told him that he would be king and Jonathan would be second
to him (1 Samuel 23:17). He died with his father on Mount
Gilboa, and David sang a lament over him (2 Samuel 1:19-27).
Jonathan's courage was not only on the battlefield at Micmash
(1 Samuel 14:6) but in the quiet loyalty he showed to a friend
who would take his throne. He chose faithfulness over
advancement.

Application: Choose loyalty and friendship over
advancement—strengthen others' hands in God, even when it
costs you.
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Aquila
Acts 18:1-3

Aquila was a Jewish tentmaker from Pontus who lived in
Rome, was expelled by Claudius, and settled in Corinth (Acts
18:2). Paul stayed with him and Priscilla because they shared
the same trade, and they worked together making tents (Acts
18:3). They became Paul's co-workers and hosted a church in
their home (Romans 16:5). When Apollos came to Ephesus
preaching boldly but incompletely, Aquila and Priscilla took
him aside and explained the way of God more accurately (Acts
18:26). They risked their necks for Paul, and he thanked them
publicly (Romans 16:3-4). Aquila's leadership was quiet,
consistent, and behind the scenes—working with his hands,
opening his home, and correcting a gifted preacher with
gentleness. He shows that hospitality and faithfulness in
ordinary work are their own kind of ministry.

Application: Open your home and your life to others—quiet
faithfulness in ordinary work and hospitality builds the church.

Barnabas
Acts 4:36-37

His real name was Joseph, but the apostles called him
Barnabas, which means son of encouragement, and the name
stuck because it described him so well (Acts 4:36). He sold a
field and laid the money at the apostles' feet (Acts 4:37).
When everyone in Jerusalem was afraid of the newly
converted Saul, Barnabas vouched for him and brought him
into the church (Acts 9:27). Later, he went to Tarsus to find
Saul and brought him to Antioch, launching Paul's ministry in
earnest (Acts 11:25-26). He stood by Mark after Mark had
abandoned the first missionary journey, even when it cost him
a disagreement with Paul (Acts 15:39). Barnabas led by
believing in people before they had earned it—and the church
has been richer for the people he lifted.
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Application: Be a son or daughter of encouragement—believe
in people before they earn it and lift them up.

Silas
Acts 15:22-41

Silas was a leading man among the brothers in Jerusalem,
chosen to accompany Paul and Barnabas to Antioch with the
letter from the Jerusalem council (Acts 15:22). He was also a
prophet, and he encouraged and strengthened the believers
with a long message (Acts 15:32). After the disagreement
between Paul and Barnabas, Silas was chosen to travel with
Paul through Syria and Cilicia (Acts 15:40-41). In Philippi he
was beaten and imprisoned with Paul, and at midnight they
sang hymns to God while the other prisoners listened (Acts
16:25). When the jailer woke to the earthquake and drew his
sword, Paul and Silas stopped him and led him and his
household to faith (Acts 16:30-33). Silas is named alongside
Paul in the letters to the Thessalonians (1 Thessalonians 1:1)
and was Peter's faithful brother in the faith (1 Peter 5:12). He
was a quiet, faithful companion who strengthened churches
and shared in suffering without seeking the spotlight.

Application: Be a faithful companion in the work of the
gospel—strengthen others and share in suffering without
seeking the spotlight.
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Onesiphorus
2 Timothy 1:16-18

Onesiphorus is remembered for one thing: he refreshed Paul
when Paul was in prison and was not ashamed of his chains (2
Timothy 1:16). Paul says he often refreshed him and that he
had been a faithful servant (2 Timothy 1:16-18). He did not
abandon Paul when others did; he searched diligently for him
and found him. Paul prays that the Lord will grant mercy to
the household of Onesiphorus and that he will be faithful on
the day of judgment (2 Timothy 1:16, 18). Onesiphorus also
served the church in Ephesus, and Paul sends greetings to his
household in his final letter (2 Timothy 4:19). He is barely
known to us, and yet he is exactly the kind of friend every
leader needs—one who shows up in the hardest seasons and
is not embarrassed by the suffering of others.

Application: Be a friend who is not ashamed of others'
chains—show up when it costs you and refresh those who need
it.
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Epaphroditus

Philippians 2:25-30

Epaphroditus was a member of the Philippian church, sent by
them to deliver support to Paul in prison and to minister to his
needs (Philippians 2:25). Paul calls him a fellow worker and
fellow soldier and says he risked his life to complete the
service of the Philippians on his behalf (Philippians 2:25, 30).
He became deeply distressed because the Philippians had
heard he was ill, and he nearly died (Philippians 2:27). God
had mercy on him and spared him, and Paul sent him back to
the Philippians so they could rejoice and Paul could have less
anxiety. Paul told the church to receive him with joy and
honor because of the work he had done (Philippians 2:29).
Epaphroditus shows that leadership is not always about
visible roles; sometimes it is the quiet courier who carries
support, risks his life, and is willing to go home without
recognition.

Application: Serve sacrificially in whatever role God gives
you—faithfulness matters more than recognition.
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Epaphras
Colossians 4:12-13

Epaphras was a beloved fellow servant from Colossae who
founded the church in his hometown and then worked hard
for the believers there, in Laodicea, and in Hierapolis
(Colossians 4:12-13). Paul calls him a faithful minister of
Christ on their behalf (Colossians 1:7). He is described as
always wrestling in prayer for them, asking that they would
stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God
(Colossians 4:12). That phrase—always wrestling in
prayer—is the whole description of his leadership. He is
barely mentioned in the New Testament, and yet Paul bore
witness to the great zeal he had for the people he served.
Epaphras reminds us that some of the most significant
leaders are known mainly in heaven, and their labor is mostly
on their knees.

Application: Wrestle in prayer for the people God has placed in
your care—labor on your knees for their maturity in Christ.

Daniel
Daniel 6:1-28

Daniel served in Babylon and Persia for decades with
integrity and excellence, and he was promoted above the
other officials (Daniel 6:3). When the other officials set a trap
to destroy him, they could find no fault in his work and N
decided his only vulnerability was his God (Daniel 6:4-5). They
persuaded the king to decree that no one could pray to any
god or man except the king for thirty days (Daniel 6:7).
Daniel, knowing the decree, went to his house, opened the
windows toward Jerusalem, and prayed three times a day,
giving thanks to his God, just as he had always done (Daniel
6:10). He was thrown into the lions' den, and God shut the
mouths of the lions (Daniel 6:22). His prayer life was not a
crisis response; it was the steady habit of a lifetime, and it
was the reason he was unshakable when the crisis came.
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Application: Make prayer your daily habit—open your windows
and pray, and let faithfulness be your defense when the crisis
comes.

Elijah

1 Kings 17:1-18:46

Elijah appeared out of nowhere and stood before Ahab with a
word from God: no rain until I say so (1 Kings 17:1). He then
hid by a brook and was fed by ravens (1 Kings 17:4), and later
by a widow whose oil did not run out (1 Kings 17:15-16). On
Mount Carmel he prayed a short, direct prayer, and fire fell
and the people fell on their faces (1 Kings 18:36-39). Then,
hours later, he was hiding under a broom tree asking to die (1
Kings 19:4). God met him in a gentle whisper, fed him, and
sent him back out (1 Kings 19:12-13). James tells us he was a
man with a nature like ours, and that his prayer closed and
opened the heavens (James 5:17-18). Elijah's leadership was
intense, solitary, and profoundly human—power on the
mountain and despair in the valley, held together by the God
who refused to let him quit.

Application: Pray boldly like Elijah—the prayer of a righteous
person has great power, and God meets you in the whisper.
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Joseph
Genesis 39:1-23

Joseph was the favored son, given a colorful robe and dreams
of his family bowing down to him (Genesis 37:3, 7). His
brothers sold him into slavery out of jealousy (Genesis 37:28),
and he rose in Potiphar's house only to be falsely accused and
thrown into prison (Genesis 39:20). In prison he interpreted
dreams for Pharaoh's servants, and eventually for Pharaoh
himself (Genesis 41:16). He was lifted from prison to the
palace in a single day and placed over all Egypt (Genesis
41:41). When famine brought his brothers to him, he revealed
himself and told them that God had sent him ahead to
preserve life (Genesis 45:5). When his father died and his
brothers feared revenge, Joseph said the words that shape all
forgiveness: what they meant for evil, God meant for good
(Genesis 50:20). Joseph's leadership was the patient, faithful
kind—years of obscurity and suffering, then sudden
responsibility, all carried with integrity.

Application: Stay faithful in the prison season—God may be

preparing you for a palace assignment you cannot yet see.
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Boaz
Ruth 2:1-23

Boaz was a wealthy landowner in Bethlehem and a relative of
Naomi's deceased husband (Ruth 2:1). When Ruth came to
glean in his fields, he noticed her, protected her, and told his
young men to leave her alone (Ruth 2:8-9). He called her
daughter and praised her loyalty to her mother-in-law, and he
prayed that the Lord would repay her (Ruth 2:11-12). When
Ruth came to him at the threshing floor and asked him to
spread his cloak over her, he honored her and promised to
redeem her if the closer relative would not (Ruth 3:9-13). He
did not take advantage of her; he dealt with the legal matter
at the gate and took her as his wife (Ruth 4:1-10). Boaz is a
picture of integrity—a man who used his power to protect, not
to exploit, and who redeemed what was lost. He is in the
genealogy of Jesus (Matthew 1:5).

Application: Use your power to protect, not exploit—redeem
what is lost and deal with integrity in all things.

Job

Job 1:1-22

Job was a blameless and upright man who feared God and
turned away from evil (Job 1:1). He lost his children, his
wealth, and his health in a single season, and his wife told him
to curse God and die (Job 2:9). Job did not understand why he
was suffering, and he argued with God at length, but he never
turned away from Him. He said that though God slay him, he
would hope in Him (Job 13:15), and he confessed that his
Redeemer lives and that in his flesh he would see God (Job
19:25-26). When God finally answered out of the whirlwind,
Job repented in dust and ashes and said he had heard of God
by the hearing of the ear but now his eyes had seen Him (Job
42:5). Job's integrity was not the absence of questions but the
refusal to abandon God in the middle of them. He is a model
of patient endurance under suffering.
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Application: Hold fast to God in your suffering—even when you
don't understand, trust that your Redeemer lives.

Enoch
Genesis 5:21-24

Enoch lived in the seventh generation from Adam, and
Scripture tells us he walked with God (Genesis 5:22). He lived
365 years, and then he was not, because God took him
(Genesis 5:24). Hebrews says that by faith Enoch was taken
up so that he should not see death, and that he pleased God
(Hebrews 11:5). The author of Hebrews tells us that without
faith it is impossible to please God, and that whoever would
draw near to God must believe that He exists and that He
rewards those who seek Him (Hebrews 11:6). Jude records
that Enoch prophesied about the Lord coming with ten
thousands of His holy ones (Jude 1:14-15). Enoch's life was
short compared to others in his genealogy, but it was defined
by one thing: he walked with God. He is a picture of what it
means to live with an eternal perspective.

Application: Walk with God today—your life is measured not by
its length but by its faithfulness to Him.
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CHAPTER 4

Leadership in Scripture

Abraham
Genesis 12:1-4

God told a seventy-five-year-old man to leave everything
familiar—country, kin, and father's house—for a land he had
never seen (Genesis 12:1). Abraham went, not because he had
a map, but because he had a promise that God would make of
him a great nation (Genesis 12:2). He stumbled along the
way: he lied about his wife, he fathered a child through
impatience, and he laughed at God's timing. Yet Scripture
remembers him chiefly for believing God, and it was credited
to him as righteousness (Genesis 15:6; Romans 4:3). His
leadership was less about flawless strategy and more about a
direction—he kept pitching his tent toward the promise, even
when the road was unclear (Hebrews 11:8). When he was
tested with Isaac on the mountain, he obeyed to the point of
raising the knife, and God provided a ram (Genesis 22:12).
When you face a call that outstrips your resources, Abraham's
story asks a simple question: will you go before you can see
the whole road?

Application: Step out in obedience to God's call even when the
destination is unclear—trust that the One who calls is faithful
to lead.

Y
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Moses
Exodus 3:1-4:17

Moses spent forty years in a palace and forty more in a
wilderness, and it was the wilderness that prepared him to
lead. He was tending his father-in-law's flock when God called
him from a burning bush (Exodus 3:2), and his first response
was to argue—five times (Exodus 3:11; 4:1, 10, 13). But God
answered each excuse with Himself. Moses led a nation of
freed slaves through the sea (Exodus 14:21-22), through
hunger, through rebellion, and through his own seasons of
exhaustion and intercession. He learned to delegate when his
father-in-law told him he was wearing himself out, and he
learned to stand in the gap when the people deserved
judgment. The man who once killed in anger (Exodus 2:12)
became the meekest man on earth (Numbers 12:3). He was
barred from the promised land for one rash act (Deuteronomy
34:4), yet he appeared with Elijah on the mount of
transfiguration (Matthew 17:3) and was faithful as a servant
over God's house (Hebrews 3:5).

Application: When God calls you, obey—even if you feel
unqualified. He equips those He sends.
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Joshua
Joshua 1:1-9

Joshua served as Moses' aide for decades before he ever led
anything, which means his leadership was shaped mostly by
watching and waiting (Exodus 24:13). When the mantle finally
passed to him, God's first word was not "be strong and
courageous" as a suggestion but as a command—repeated
three times, tied to the book of the Law and to God's abiding
presence (Joshua 1:6-9). Joshua took a generation of
wilderness wanderers across the Jordan and into a land full of
fortified cities. He failed at Ai because he relied on
reconnaissance instead of seeking God (Joshua 7:3-5). He
succeeded at Jericho because he obeyed a plan that made no
military sense (Joshua 6:20). His famous closing
challenge—choose this day whom you will serve—came from a
man who had already made his choice and had the scars to
prove it (Joshua 24:15).

Application: Courage is not the absence of fear but obedience
in the presence of fear—stand on God's promises and lead
boldly.
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Samuel
1 Samuel 3:1-21

Samuel heard God's voice as a boy, before he knew whose
voice it was, and his first lesson in leadership was learning to
say, "Speak, for your servant is listening" (1 Samuel 3:10). He
grew up in a time of corrupt priests and indifferent kings,
serving as prophet, judge, and kingmaker. He led Israel to
repentance and victory at Mizpah (1 Samuel 7:6-10). He
anointed Saul and then had to pronounce God's rejection of
him because Saul disobeyed (1 Samuel 15:22-23). He
anointed David while Saul was still on the throne, and God
reminded him that He looks at the heart, not outward
appearance (1 Samuel 16:7). Samuel grieved over Saul, and
God had to nudge him forward. He was the kind of leader who
could confront power to its face and still weep over the one he
confronted.

Application: Cultivate a listening heart before God—obedience
to His voice matters more than outward success.
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David
1 Samuel 16:1-13

David was the youngest son, overlooked by his own father,
tending sheep when Samuel came looking for a king (1
Samuel 16:11). God told Samuel that He looks at the heart,
not the outward appearance (1 Samuel 16:7)—a principle that
governed David's entire ascent. He faced Goliath with a sling
and a theology: the battle is the Lord's (1 Samuel 17:47). He
refused to kill Saul twice when he had the chance, choosing to
wait for God's timing rather than seize his own. God made an
everlasting covenant with him (2 Samuel 7:16). But David also
fell—his sin with Bathsheba and the arranged death of Uriah
shattered his family and haunted his reign (2 Samuel
12:9-10). What makes David a leader worth studying is not his
flawlessness but his repentance (2 Samuel 12:13). Psalm 51
came out of his worst failure, and it shows a king on his
knees, asking God to create in him a clean heart (Psalm
51:10). He was a man after God's own heart precisely because
he kept returning to God after he wandered.

Application: When you fail, run to God in repentance rather
than away from Him—He restores the humble.
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Solomon

1 Kings 3:5-14

Solomon inherited a kingdom at peace and asked for
something most rulers never think to request: an
understanding heart to govern God's people (1 Kings 3:9).
God was pleased with the request and gave him wisdom,
riches, and honor beyond anything he asked for (1 Kings
3:12-13). Solomon built the temple his father could only
dream of (1 Kings 6:1), organized a nation, and authored
proverbs and songs. He also married foreign wives,
accumulated horses and gold in defiance of the Law (1 Kings
10:26-27), and gradually let his heart drift toward the gods of
his alliances (1 Kings 11:4). His story is a warning wrapped in
a gift: wisdom is not the same as faithfulness, and a brilliant
beginning does not guarantee a faithful end. The Teacher of
Ecclesiastes learned at last that the whole duty of man is to
fear God and keep His commandments (Ecclesiastes 12:13).

Application: Guard your heart against gradual
compromise—wisdom without obedience leads to a divided

life.
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Hezekiah

2 Kings 18:1-7

Hezekiah became king when Judah was a vassal to Assyria,
and he spent his reign undoing the compromises of his father.
He tore down the high places, smashed the sacred stones, and
trusted the Lord as no king since David had (2 Kings 18:5-6).
When Sennacherib's army surrounded Jerusalem and mocked
the God of Israel, Hezekiah spread the threatening letter
before the Lord and prayed (2 Kings 19:14). That night the
angel of the Lord struck down a hundred and eighty-five
thousand Assyrians, and the city was saved (2 Kings 19:35).
Later, when Hezekiah was told he would die, he turned his
face to the wall and wept and prayed, and God gave him
fifteen more years (2 Kings 20:5-6). His weakness was
pride—he showed Babylonian envoys all his treasures—but
his instinct in crisis was always to go to the house of the Lord.

Application: In crisis, spread your fears before God in
prayer—He is your defense and your deliverer.
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Josiah
2 Kings 22:1-23:25

Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and by the
time he was a young man he was already purging Judah of
idols (2 Chronicles 34:3). During temple repairs, a worker
found the Book of the Law, and when it was read to Josiah he
tore his robes in grief (2 Kings 22:11). He had been leading
without the full text, and now that he had it, he led
differently—reading it aloud to the people (2 Kings 23:2),
renewing the covenant, and reforming worship from the
ground up. He was killed in battle at Megiddo by Pharaoh
Neco, and the nation grieved him deeply. Scripture
remembers him as a king who did what was right in the eyes
of the Lord and walked in all the way of David his father (2
Kings 22:2). Josiah shows what happens when a leader lets
Scripture interrupt his plans: everything gets reorganized
around what God has said.

Application: Let Scripture interrupt your plans—reform your
life and leadership around what God has said.
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Elijah

1 Kings 17:1-18:46

Elijah appeared out of nowhere and stood before Ahab with a
word from God: no rain until I say so (1 Kings 17:1). He then
hid by a brook and was fed by ravens (1 Kings 17:4), and later
by a widow whose oil did not run out (1 Kings 17:15-16). On
Mount Carmel he confronted four hundred and fifty prophets
of Baal in a contest that was less a debate than a showdown,
and fire fell and the people fell on their faces (1 Kings
18:38-39). Then, hours later, he was hiding under a broom
tree asking to die (1 Kings 19:4). God met him in a gentle
whisper, fed him, and sent him back out (1 Kings 19:12-13).
Elijah's leadership was intense, solitary, and profoundly
human—power on the mountain and despair in the valley,
held together by the God who refused to let him quit. James
tells us he was a man with a nature like ours, and that his
prayer closed and opened the heavens (James 5:17-18).

Application: Bring your exhaustion honestly to God—He meets
you in the whisper and sends you back out.
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Elisha

2 Kings 2:1-14

Elisha asked for a double portion of Elijah's spirit—not a
double portion of power but of inheritance, the portion a
firstborn son would receive (2 Kings 2:9). He followed his
mentor through Gilgal, Bethel, and Jericho, refusing to be
deterred, and he watched Elijah ascend in a whirlwind (2
Kings 2:11). What followed was decades of quiet, persistent
ministry: multiplying a widow's oil (2 Kings 4:6), raising a
Shunammite's son (2 Kings 4:35), healing Naaman the Syrian
of leprosy (2 Kings 5:14). When his servant panicked at the
sight of an enemy army, Elisha prayed that God would open
his eyes to see the chariots of fire (2 Kings 6:17). Elisha rarely
spoke in thunder; he simply showed up where God sent him
and did what God gave him to do. His leadership teaches that
faithfulness over the long haul is its own kind of miracle.

Application: Ask God for a double portion of His Spirit and
serve faithfully in the ordinary, unseen works.

Isaiah

Isaiah 6:1-8

Isaiah's call came in the year King Uzziah died, in the temple,
with a vision of the Lord high and lifted up and the train of
His robe filling the temple (Isaiah 6:1). Isaiah saw himself for
what he was—a man of unclean lips among a people of
unclean lips—and a seraph touched his mouth with a burning
coal (Isaiah 6:5-7). Then he heard the voice of the Lord asking
whom He should send, and Isaiah said, "Here am [; send me"
(Isaiah 6:8). That single response launched decades of
preaching to a nation that mostly would not listen. He
confronted Ahaz's fear and spoke of a virgin who would
conceive and bear a son (Isaiah 7:14). He prophesied the
suffering Servant who was pierced for our transgressions
(Isaiah 53:5). His leadership was obedience without visible
results, which is the hardest kind.
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Application: When God calls, answer "Here am I"—faithfulness
matters more than visible results.

Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1:4-19

Jeremiah was a young man when God told him he had been
appointed a prophet before he was born (Jeremiah 1:5). He
protested that he was too young and did not know how to
speak, and God touched his mouth and said, do not be afraid
(Jeremiah 1:9). For forty years Jeremiah preached to
Jerusalem and watched it slide toward destruction. He was
beaten, put in stocks, thrown into a cistern, and accused of
treason. He wept over the city he warned, and he argued with
God about the cost—he called God a deceptive brook, and God
did not strike him down for it (Jeremiah 20:7). He announced
a new covenant God would write on hearts (Jeremiah 31:33)
and hope for exiles in a land they had not yet left (Jeremiah
29:11). His leadership is proof that faithfulness sometimes
looks like being heartbroken and still showing up.

Application: Keep speaking God's truth even when no one
listens—and trust His mercies are new every morning
(Lamentations 3:22-23).
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Ezekiel
Ezekiel 1:1-3:27

Ezekiel was a priest in exile in Babylon when God called him
to be a watchman for the house of Israel (Ezekiel 3:17). God
told him plainly that the people were rebellious and stubborn,
and that whether they listened or not, they would know a
prophet had been among them (Ezekiel 2:5). Ezekiel acted out
his messages—lying on his side for hundreds of days (Ezekiel
4:4-6), shaving his head, packing a bag and digging through a
wall—so that a deaf nation might see what they refused to
hear. His vision of the valley of dry bones is one of the most
hopeful passages in all of Scripture: God asking whether
these bones can live, and then breathing life into a dead army
(Ezekiel 37:3-10). God promised to replace hearts of stone
with hearts of flesh and put His Spirit within His people
(Ezekiel 36:26-27). Ezekiel led by being a living sign, even
when it made him strange.

Application: Be a faithful watchman—speak God's truth and
trust Him to bring dry bones to life.
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Zerubbabel
Ezra 3:1-13

Zerubbabel led the first wave of exiles back from Babylon to
rebuild the temple, and the foundation-laying was marked by
both shouting and weeping—the older generation
remembered the former glory, and the younger could only see
what was missing (Ezra 3:12-13). He faced opposition, delays,
and a long pause in construction while enemies lobbied the
empire (Ezra 4:4-5). The prophets Haggai and Zechariah
finally stirred him up to finish, and God promised that He
would move mountains and that the temple's final glory would
exceed the first (Haggai 2:9; Zechariah 4:7). God told him it
was not by might nor by power but by the Spirit (Zechariah
4:6). The temple was completed and dedicated (Ezra 6:15).
Zerubbabel's leadership is about starting a thing you may not
finish, and trusting that God is the one who completes it.

Application: Keep building what God has called you to build,
even through opposition—trust His Spirit to finish it.

Ezra
Ezra 7:1-28

Ezra set his heart to study the Law of the Lord, to practice it,
and to teach it—in that order (Ezra 7:10). That single verse is
a whole philosophy of leadership. He led a second group of
exiles back to Jerusalem with a letter from the king and a
heart full of Scripture (Ezra 7:6). When he arrived and
learned that the people had intermarried with neighboring
nations and compromised their identity, he tore his garments,
pulled out his hair, and sat down appalled (Ezra 9:3), and then
he prayed a prayer of confession that read like a long, honest
sigh (Ezra 9:6-15). He was not a dramatic personality; he was
a student who let what he studied change him, and then led
out of the overflow. Later he read the Law aloud to the people
and helped them understand it (Nehemiah 8:8).
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Application: Study Scripture until it changes you, then lead
others from the overflow of what God has taught you.

Nehemiah
Nehemiah 1:1-2:20

Nehemiah was a cupbearer in the Persian court when he
heard that Jerusalem's walls were broken down (Nehemiah
1:3). He wept, fasted, and prayed for days before he said a
word to the king—and when the king asked what was wrong,
he shot a quick prayer to the God of heaven and then spoke
plainly (Nehemiah 2:4-5). His leadership is a master class in
the integration of prayer and planning: he surveyed the walls
at night (Nehemiah 2:13), organized families to build the
sections nearest them (Nehemiah 3), and posted guards
against every threat (Nehemiah 4:9). He faced mockery,
threats, and the subtle temptation to come down from the
wall and negotiate. He said the work was great and he could
not come down (Nehemiah 6:3). Prayerful, practical,
persistent—that is Nehemiah in three words.

Application: Pray before you plan and plan after you
pray—trust God to complete the work He began in you.
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Peter
Matthew 16:13-20

Peter is the disciple who is always speaking before he thinks,
which makes him easy to relate to and easy to admire. He was
the first to confess Jesus as the Christ, and moments later he
was rebuking Jesus for predicting the cross (Matthew 16:16,
22). He walked on water and then sank (Matthew 14:29-31).
He swore he would never deny Jesus and then denied Him
three times before a charcoal fire (Matthew 26:75). But after
the resurrection, Jesus met him at another charcoal fire on
the shore and restored him three times over, once for each
denial (John 21:15-17). Peter led the early church with that
same passionate, sometimes clumsy, always honest faith,
preaching at Pentecost (Acts 2:14-41). He was imprisoned,
and eventually he wrote to scattered believers as a shepherd
who had been healed.

Application: Let your failures drive you to Jesus, not away from
Him—He restores those who love Him.
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Paul
Acts 9:1-19

Paul began as a persecutor of the church, holding coats while
Stephen was stoned (Acts 7:58), and he was on his way to
arrest more Christians when a light from heaven knocked him
off his horse (Acts 9:3-4). He spent years in Arabia and Tarsus
before anyone would take him seriously, and then he became
the most prolific leader in the early church. He planted
churches across Asia Minor and Greece, wrote letters that
have shaped believers for two thousand years (Acts 13:2-3),
and endured shipwrecks, stonings, beatings, imprisonments,
and sleepless nights (2 Corinthians 11:23-28). He preached to
philosophers in Athens and to kings in chains (Acts 17:22-34).
He was a man of enormous intellect and equally enormous
energy, and yet he described himself as the chief of sinners
and the least of the apostles. His leadership was driven by a
single motive: the love of Christ compels us (2 Corinthians
5:14), and he pressed on toward the prize of the upward call
(Philippians 3:14).

Application: Let the love of Christ compel you—press forward

in your calling, forget what lies behind.
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James
Acts 15:13-21

James was the brother of Jesus, which means he grew up with
the Messiah and did not believe in Him until after the
resurrection (John 7:5; 1 Corinthians 15:7). That
experience—seeing Jesus alive when he had doubted—shaped
a leader who was both practical and profound. He became the
lead elder in Jerusalem and presided over the council that
decided Gentiles did not need to become Jews to follow Jesus
(Acts 15:13-21). His letter is blunt and wise, full of instruction
about faith that shows itself in works (James 2:17), control of
the tongue (James 3:5), and caring for the vulnerable. He
wrote that trials produce steadfastness (James 1:3) and that
the prayer of a righteous person has great power (James
5:16). He was called James the Just, and church history tells
us he spent so much time on his knees that they were like
camel's knees. Leadership shaped by prayer and lived out in
ordinary wisdom—that is James.

Application: Let your faith show itself in action—be quick to
listen, slow to speak, and constant in prayer.
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John
John 13:23-26

John was the disciple who leaned on Jesus' chest at the last
supper (John 13:23), the only one of the twelve at the cross,
and the one who took Mary into his home afterward (John
19:27). He asked to call down fire on a Samaritan village and
was rebuked for it, which tells you he was not always the
soft-spoken elder he became (Luke 9:54). By the end of his life
he was writing letters that are almost entirely about love,
because he had learned from decades of walking with God
that love is the proof of knowing Him (1 John 4:7-8). He wrote
the Revelation on Patmos, having been exiled for his faith
(Revelation 1:9). His leadership came from a long, deep
friendship with Jesus that changed his temperament and gave
him the ability to see the end of the story.

Application: Abide in Jesus' love—Ilet it transform your
temperament and deepen your vision of who He is.
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Timothy
1 Timothy 4:11-16

Timothy was a young man with a believing Jewish mother and
a Greek father, and Paul took him on as a traveling
companion and apprentice (Acts 16:1-3). Paul called him his
true son in the faith and sent him to deal with difficult
churches in Corinth and Ephesus (1 Corinthians 4:17).
Timothy was evidently prone to anxiety and perhaps to
stomach trouble (1 Timothy 5:23), and Paul kept telling him
not to let anyone despise his youth and to stir up the gift
within him (1 Timothy 4:12; 2 Timothy 1:6). His mother Lois
and grandmother Eunice had passed on a sincere faith (2
Timothy 1:5). The letters to Timothy are full of instruction
about sound doctrine, godly conduct, and leading with
courage when you feel unqualified. Timothy shows that
leadership is often given to the young, the hesitant, and the
unimpressive—if they are faithful and have people who
believe in them.

Application: Don't let anyone despise your youth—set an
example in faith, love, and purity, and stir up the gift God gave
you.
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Titus

Titus 1:1-9

Titus was a Gentile believer who worked alongside Paul and
was entrusted with some of the hardest assignments in the
apostolic world. Paul sent him to Corinth to deal with a
divided church and to encourage the believers there (2
Corinthians 7:6-7), and he sent him to Crete to set things in
order and appoint elders (Titus 1:5). That is not glamorous
work—it is the patient, unglamorous labor of putting
structures in place so the church can flourish after you leave.
Paul wrote to him with clear instructions about godly
leadership and warned him about teachers who were ruining
entire households (Titus 1:10-11). He told him to teach sound
doctrine that accords with godliness and to be a model of
good works (Titus 2:1-7). Titus shows us that leadership is not
only preaching and planting; sometimes it is going to the
messy places and quietly doing what needs to be done.

Application: Do the unglamorous work of setting things in
order—be a model of good works wherever God places you.
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Jesus — The Model
John 13:1-17

Everything the rest of this page describes points to Him. Jesus
did not lead from a distance; He washed feet (John 13:5), ate
with sinners, touched lepers, and wept at graves. He taught
with authority but never used it to protect Himself. He said
that whoever would be great among you must be your
servant, and that the Son of Man came not to be served but to
serve and to give His life as a ransom for many (Mark
10:43-45). He had every right to call down legions of angels
and instead He let them arrest Him, because He came to
serve (Matthew 26:53). He corrected His disciples, grieved
over Jerusalem, and forgave the men driving the nails (Luke
23:34). Philippians says He humbled Himself to death on a
cross and God exalted Him (Philippians 2:8-9). When you
study Abraham, David, Peter, and Paul, you are studying
flawed men who pointed, in different ways, toward this
perfect Servant. He is the model for every leader on this page,
and every leader on this page falls short of Him (Hebrews
12:2).

Application: Fix your eyes on Jesus—Ilead by serving, and let
His humility shape your every step.
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Barnabas
Acts 4:36-37

His real name was Joseph, but the apostles called him
Barnabas, which means son of encouragement, and the name
stuck because it described him so well (Acts 4:36). He sold a
field and laid the money at the apostles' feet (Acts 4:37).
When everyone in Jerusalem was afraid of the newly
converted Saul, Barnabas vouched for him and brought him
into the church (Acts 9:27). Later, he went to Tarsus to find
Saul and brought him to Antioch, launching Paul's ministry in
earnest (Acts 11:25-26). He stood by Mark after Mark had
abandoned the first missionary journey, even when it cost him
a disagreement with Paul (Acts 15:39). Barnabas led by
believing in people before they had earned it—and the church
has been richer for the people he lifted.

Application: Be a son or daughter of encouragement—believe
in people before they earn it and lift them up.

Stephen
Acts 6:1-15

Stephen was one of seven men chosen to handle the
distribution of food to widows so the apostles could give
themselves to prayer and preaching (Acts 6:2-6). He was
chosen because he was full of faith and the Holy Spirit, and he
turned out to be full of power and grace as well (Acts 6:8). He
performed signs and wonders among the people, and the
religious leaders could not withstand the wisdom with which
he spoke (Acts 6:10). He delivered a long, fearless sermon to
the council that traced Israel's history of resisting God (Acts
7:2-53), and they ground their teeth at him (Acts 7:54). As
they stoned him he saw heaven open and asked God not to
hold the sin against them (Acts 7:59-60). Stephen's leadership
was brief and costly, and it shaped the church—and one of the
men watching that day was Saul (Acts 8:1).
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Application: Be full of faith and the Holy Spirit—forgive those
who oppose you and trust God with the outcome.

Epaphras

Colossians 4:12-13

Epaphras was a beloved fellow servant from Colossae who
founded the church in his hometown and then worked hard
for the believers there, in Laodicea, and in Hierapolis
(Colossians 4:12-13). Paul calls him a faithful minister of
Christ on their behalf (Colossians 1:7). He is described as
always wrestling in prayer for them, asking that they would
stand mature and fully assured in all the will of God
(Colossians 4:12). That phrase—always wrestling in
prayer—is the whole description of his leadership. He is
barely mentioned in the New Testament, and yet Paul bore
witness to the great zeal he had for the people he served.
Epaphras reminds us that some of the most significant
leaders are known mainly in heaven, and their labor is mostly
on their knees.

Application: Wrestle in prayer for the people God has placed in
your care—labor on your knees for their maturity in Christ.
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Apostleship

Simon Peter
Matthew 16:13-19

Peter was a fisherman on the Sea of Galilee when Jesus called
him from the boat (Matthew 4:18-20), and his name meant
"rock" long before he had done a single rock-like thing. He
was the first to confess Jesus as the Christ, the Son of the
living God (Matthew 16:16), and moments later he was
rebuking the same Jesus for talking about a cross (Matthew
16:22). He walked on water and sank; he swore he would die
with Jesus and then denied him three times before a charcoal
fire. After the resurrection Jesus met him on a beach and
asked him three times, "Do you love me?"—one question for
each denial—and restored him with a commission to feed his
sheep (John 21:15-17). On Pentecost it was Peter who stood
up and preached, and three thousand were added to the
church (Acts 2:41). Scripture records his arrest and
miraculous release from prison in Acts 12, and his later
ministry among scattered believers (1 Peter 1:1), but it does
not record his death. Tradition says he was martyred in Rome;
Scripture itself leaves the matter in silence, pointing us
instead to the words Jesus spoke to him about stretching out
his hands when he was old (John 21:18).

Application: When you fail, return to the One who restores—He
asks not for perfection but for love.
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Andrew
John 1:40-42

Andrew was Peter's brother and the first of the Twelve to
follow Jesus—he had been a disciple of John the Baptist, and
when John pointed to Jesus as the Lamb of God, Andrew went
after him and stayed with him that day (John 1:40-42). The
very first thing he did was find his brother Simon and bring
him to Jesus (John 1:42). That is the shape of his whole
ministry in Scripture: he is always bringing someone. He
brought the boy with the five loaves and two fish to Jesus
when the crowd was hungry (John 6:9). He and Philip brought
the inquiring Greeks to Jesus in the last week of his life (John
12:22). He is mentioned in the lists of the Twelve but never as
a speaker, never as a leader, never as a rebuke—just a man
who connected people to Christ. Scripture records nothing of
his calling beyond the fishing boat, nothing of his preaching,
and nothing of his death; tradition fills in the rest, but the
inspired record is content to show us a quiet man whose
greatest work was introduction.

Application: Look for one person this week to bring to
Jesus—introduction is a ministry.
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James, son of Zebedee
Acts 12:1-2

James was a fisherman with his father Zebedee and his
brother John when Jesus called them, and they left the boat
and their father and followed him immediately (Matthew
4:21-22). Jesus nicknamed the brothers "Boanerges"—sons of
thunder (Mark 3:17)—and you can see why: they wanted to
call fire down on a Samaritan village, and they asked to sit at
his right and left hand in his glory (Mark 10:37). Jesus
answered that they did not know what they were asking, and
asked them whether they were able to drink the cup he would
drink (Mark 10:38). James said yes. He was the first of the
Twelve to die. Herod Agrippa I, wanting to please the Jewish
authorities, had James killed with the sword (Acts 12:2)—the
only apostle whose martyrdom is recorded in Scripture. He
drank the cup. The son of thunder was silenced early, and the
church learned that the cup Jesus spoke of was real.

Application: Answer the Lord's call to follow Him fully, even
when the cost is costly.
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John
John 19:25-27

John was the brother of James, a fisherman, a son of
thunder—and the disciple whom Jesus loved (John 13:23). He
leaned on Jesus at the last supper; he was the only one of the
Twelve standing at the cross, and there Jesus gave him his
mother, and gave his mother to him (John 19:26-27). He
outran Peter to the empty tomb and believed (John 20:8). He
wrote a Gospel that begins in eternity and a first letter that
says God is light and God is love. And he wrote the
Revelation—a vision received on the island of Patmos, where
he had been exiled on account of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus (Revelation 1:9). Of all the Twelve,
Scripture records for him no death—only a long, faithful
witness that stretched from a fishing boat to an island prison
and a voice saying, "Write what you see." Tradition says he
died of old age in Ephesus; whether that is exactly right, the
inspired record shows a man who lived long enough to see the
church tested from within and without, and who kept pointing
every letter back to the Word of life.

Application: Stay near the cross, and let your witness point
always back to Jesus.
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Philip

John 1:43-46

Philip was from Bethsaida, the same town as Andrew and
Peter, and Jesus found him and said two words: "Follow me"
(John 1:43). Philip immediately found Nathanael and said,
"We have found him of whom Moses and the prophets wrote"
(John 1:45). He was the practical one—when Jesus asked
where they could buy bread for the crowd, Philip did the math
and said it would take more than half a year's wages (John
6:7). He was the literal one—at the last supper he said, "Lord,
show us the Father, and it is enough for us," and Jesus
answered, "Have I been with you so long, and you still do not
know me?" (John 14:8-9). But this same Philip is the one the
Spirit caught up and sent down the desert road to Gaza,
where he met an Ethiopian official reading Isaiah and
explained the Scripture to him, and baptized him (Acts
8:35-38). Scripture records nothing of his later ministry or his
death, but it records this: the man who wanted to see the
Father spent his life showing others the Son.

Application: Bring people honestly to Jesus—He answers the
questions of the heart.
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Nathanael (Bartholomew)
John 1:45-51

Nathanael was from Cana in Galilee, and when Philip told him
they had found the Messiah, his first response was a sneer:
"Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" Philip didn't
argue—he just said, "Come and see" (John 1:46). Jesus saw
him coming and said, "Behold, an Israelite indeed, in whom
there is no deceit!" (John 1:47). Nathanael was stunned and
asked how Jesus knew him, and Jesus said he had seen him
under the fig tree before Philip called him (John 1:48). That
was enough. Nathanael confessed, "Rabbi, you are the Son of
God! You are the King of Israel!" (John 1:49). Jesus answered
that he would see greater things than that—heaven opened
and angels ascending and descending on the Son of Man
(John 1:51). He is usually identified with Bartholomew in the
lists of the Twelve; Scripture records nothing further of his
ministry or his death. He is a reminder that honest doubt and
honest confession can live in the same man, and that Jesus
sees us before we see him.

Application: Come and see for yourself—]Jesus knows you
before you know Him.
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Matthew (Levi)
Matthew 9:9-13

Matthew was a tax collector sitting at the tax booth in
Capernaum when Jesus walked by and said, "Follow me." He
got up and followed (Matthew 9:9). That is the whole account,
and it is staggering—a man whose livelihood depended on the
Roman occupation and the resentment of his own people
simply walked away. The first thing he did was throw a
banquet for Jesus in his house, and the guests were tax
collectors and sinners (Matthew 9:10). The Pharisees were
scandalized, and Jesus answered them with the words that
still define his mission: those who are well have no need of a
physician, but those who are sick (Matthew 9:12). Matthew's
Gospel is the most Jewish of the four, full of fulfilled prophecy
and the kingdom of heaven—written by a man who knew what
it cost to be called out of one kingdom into another. Scripture
records nothing of his later ministry or death, but it records
his name on a Gospel that opens with a genealogy of grace
and ends with a commission to the nations (Matthew
28:19-20).

Application: Answer the call to follow Jesus immediately—leave

the old booth behind.
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Thomas
John 20:24-29

Thomas is remembered for one sentence—"Unless I see in his
hands the mark of the nails... I will never believe" (John
20:25)—and he has been called doubting ever since. But look
closer. When Jesus insisted on going to Lazarus in Judea,
where the authorities had just tried to stone him, it was
Thomas who said, "Let us also go, that we may die with him"
(John 11:16). When Jesus spoke of going to prepare a place
for them, it was Thomas who asked the honest question the
others were afraid to ask: "Lord, we do not know where you
are going. How can we know the way?" (John 14:5). And when
the risen Jesus appeared and invited him to touch the wounds,
Thomas did not touch them—he fell at his feet and said the
greatest confession in John's Gospel: "My Lord and my God!"
(John 20:28). Jesus answered that those who have not seen
and yet have believed are blessed (John 20:29). Scripture
records nothing of his later ministry or death; tradition
carries him east, but the inspired record leaves him where he
belongs—a man whose doubt became worship and whose
honesty still gives permission to ours.

Application: Bring your honest doubts to Jesus—He turns
doubt into worship.
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James, son of Alphaeus
Matthew 10:3

James the son of Alphaeus appears in every list of the Twelve
(Matthew 10:3; Mark 3:18; Luke 6:15) and nowhere else in
the Gospels—no calling narrative, no question, no failure, no
triumph. He is sometimes called "James the Less," perhaps
because he was younger or shorter than the son of Zebedee,
and sometimes confused with James the brother of Jesus, who
became a leader in the Jerusalem church (Acts 15:13). He is,
in other words, one of the quiet apostles—a name on a list, a
man who was faithful enough to be chosen and faithful
enough to remain, and whose story Scripture does not tell.
That silence is its own kind of sermon: not every disciple is
remembered by name in the records of the church, but every
disciple is remembered by the Lord who called him. Scripture
records nothing of his ministry or his death.

Application: Be faithful in obscurity—the Lord sees and
remembers the quiet servant.

Thaddaeus (Judas son of James)
John 14:22

Thaddaeus—also called Judas son of James, and not to be
confused with Judas Iscariot (Luke 6:16)—has one recorded
question in the Gospels, and it is a good one. At the last
supper Jesus said that whoever loves him will keep his word,
and that he would manifest himself to that person. Thaddaeus ©q
asked, "Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us,
and not to the world?" (John 14:22). He expected a public,
political unveiling of the Messiah. Jesus answered with the
quiet truth of the indwelling: "If anyone loves me, he will keep
my word, and my Father will love him, and we will come to
him and make our home with him" (John 14:23). That is the
whole of what Scripture records of Thaddaeus—one question,
one answer, and a place among the Twelve (Acts 1:13).
Scripture records nothing of his later ministry or death.
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Application: Let your love for Jesus be shown in
obedience—that is where He makes His home.

Simon the Zealot

Matthew 10:4

Simon is called "the Zealot" in every list (Matthew 10:4; Mark
3:18; Luke 6:15)—a designation that almost certainly ties him
to the zealot movement, the men who were prepared to take
up arms against Rome and who burned with a nationalist fire.
Jesus called a tax collector and a zealot to be apostles
together, and then he sent them out as a pair (Matthew
10:3-4). Simon's story in Scripture is essentially his name: he
was the man of the knife who learned to follow the man of the
cross. What became of him, Scripture does not say. Tradition
gives various accounts, but the inspired record is silent. He
stands in the list as proof that the kingdom of God is not
advanced by the sword, and that the most dangerous man in
the room can be remade into a witness to peace.

Application: Let Jesus redirect your zeal—He turns passion
into witness.
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Judas Iscariot
Matthew 26:14-16

Judas Iscariot was the treasurer of the Twelve and the only
one of them from Judea—the others were Galileans. He
objected when Mary anointed Jesus with costly perfume,
saying it should have been sold and given to the poor; John
tells us he said this not because he cared for the poor, but
because he was a thief and kept the money bag (John 12:6). At
the last supper Jesus said plainly, "One of you will betray me,"
and Judas asked, "Is it I, Rabbi?" and Jesus answered, "You
have said so" (Matthew 26:25). Then Satan entered into him,
and he went out—and it was night (John 13:30). He betrayed
Jesus with a kiss for thirty pieces of silver (Matthew 26:15).
When he saw that Jesus was condemned, he regretted it and
returned the silver to the chief priests, saying, "I have sinned
by betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us?"
and he went out and hanged himself (Matthew 27:5). The field
bought with his blood money is called the Field of Blood to
this day (Acts 1:19). He is the hardest entry on this page, and
Scripture does not soften it—but it does tell the truth about
remorse without repentance, and it leaves the mercy of God
where it belongs: with God.

Application: Guard your heart against small
compromises—they grow into betrayal.
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Matthias
Acts 1:15-26

After Judas fell, Peter stood up among the hundred and
twenty believers and said that the Scripture had to be
fulfilled, and that someone must take the place of this
ministry and apostleship (Acts 1:20-21). They put forward two
men who had been with them the whole time—from the
baptism of John to the day of the resurrection—as witnesses
of the risen Lord (Acts 1:21-22): Joseph called Barsabbas, and
Matthias. They prayed, "You, Lord, who know the hearts of
all, show which one of these two you have chosen," and they
cast lots, and the lot fell to Matthias, and he was numbered
with the eleven apostles (Acts 1:24-26). That is all Scripture
says of him—the last verse of Acts 1 leaves him there,
numbered, chosen, and silent. He is the patron saint of the
unremarkable faithful: a man who had followed Jesus
faithfully for three years without ever being named in the
Gospels, and whose reward was to be named at the beginning
of Acts as one who stood with the Eleven. Scripture records
nothing of his later ministry or death.

Application: Be faithful in the hidden years—God chooses in
His time those who have walked with Him.
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Paul
Acts 9:1-19

Paul was not one of the Twelve, and he never pretended to be.
He was a Pharisee of the tribe of Benjamin, trained at the feet
of Gamaliel, zealous for the law to the point of persecuting the
church—he was present at the stoning of Stephen and
approved of it (Acts 8:1), and he went from house to house
dragging believers off to prison (Acts 8:3). Then on the road
to Damascus a light from heaven stopped him and a voice
said, "Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?" (Acts 9:4),
and he was blind for three days and then baptized, and the
persecutor became the apostle. He was set apart at Antioch
and sent out by the Holy Spirit on journeys that took the
gospel across Asia Minor and into Greece (Acts 13:2-3). He
was beaten with rods, stoned, shipwrecked three times, in
danger from rivers, robbers, his own people, false brothers,
and the daily pressure of the churches (2 Corinthians
11:23-28). He wrote letters that are still read aloud in
churches two thousand years later. And at the end of his life,
writing from a Roman prison, he said, "I have fought the good
fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith" (2
Timothy 4:7). Scripture does not record his death—tradition
says he was beheaded under Nero—but it records his
confidence in the One who had called him. He called himself
the chief of sinners and the least of the apostles, and he
poured out his life for the church that he had once tried to
destroy.

Application: No past is beyond God's reach—offer your whole
life as a living sacrifice.
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CHAPTER 6

The Body of Christ

The Body Defined
1 Corinthians 12:12-13

Paul defines the body in a single sentence: in one Spirit we
were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or
free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit (1 Corinthians
12:13). The body is not an organization you join or a club you
attend; it is a living organism created by the Holy Spirit, and
every believer is a member of it by baptism in the Spirit and
by faith in Christ. Paul says that as the body is one and has
many members, and all the members, though many, are one
body, so it is with Christ (1 Corinthians 12:12). In Romans he
writes that we, though many, are one body in Christ, and
individually members one of another (Romans 12:5). That is
the definition, and everything else on this page flows from it:
if the Spirit put you in the body, then the body is where you
live, and the members of the body are the people you are
joined to—not by preference, but by the Spirit.

Application: Live as a member of Christ's body—not as a
spectator but as one joined to the rest.
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Every Member Matters
1 Corinthians 12:14-21

The temptation in every church is to rank members—to think
the visible gifts matter and the quiet ones don't. Paul refuses
that. He says the body is not one member but many, and the
foot cannot say, "Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to
the body," and the ear cannot say, "Because I am not an eye, I
do not belong" (1 Corinthians 12:14-16). If the whole body
were an eye, where would be the hearing? Every member has
a place not by achieving it but by being placed in it—God
arranged the members in the body, each one of them, as he
chose (1 Corinthians 12:18). And then the sentence that
corrects all our ranking: the eye cannot say to the hand, "I
have no need of you" (1 Corinthians 12:21). Paul goes on to
say that we are the body of Christ and individually members
of it (1 Corinthians 12:27). There is no member you can spare.
That is true of the person you find hardest to love in your
congregation, and it is true of you when you feel unseen.

Application: Honor the member you're tempted to
overlook—every part of the body is needed.
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Unity in Diversity
1 Corinthians 12:4-6

The body is not uniform—it is diverse, and the diversity is by
design. Paul writes that there are varieties of gifts but the
same Spirit, varieties of service but the same Lord, varieties
of activities but the same God who empowers them all (1
Corinthians 12:4-6). The unity is not in the uniformity; the
unity is in the Spirit who gives, the Lord who is served, and
the God who empowers. Paul says that in Christ there is
neither Jew nor Greek, slave nor free, male nor female, for all
are one in Christ Jesus (Galatians 3:28)—the differences don't
disappear, they are brought into one body and made to serve
one Lord. And Christ gave gifts to equip the saints for the
work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ
(Ephesians 4:12). That is the mystery the world cannot
reproduce: a people who are not alike, who do not naturally
belong together, and who are nevertheless one in Christ.

Application: Celebrate the differences in your church—unity in
Christ makes diverse people one.
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Spiritual Gifts
1 Corinthians 12:7-11

Paul says that to each is given the manifestation of the Spirit
for the common good (1 Corinthians 12:7). Gifts are not
trophies; they are tools. They are given not for your
self-esteem but for the building up of the body, and they are
given to you—specifically, individually, to each one, not just to
the professionals. Some are spectacular and some are
ordinary; Paul lists wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing,
miracles, prophecy, discernment, tongues, and interpretation
(1 Corinthians 12:8-10), and then in Romans he adds service,
teaching, exhortation, generosity, leadership, and mercy
(Romans 12:6-8). The point is not to rank them but to use
them. A gift unused is a member missing, and a gift used to
display yourself is a member working against the body. The
Spirit gave it to you for the common good; the question is
what you are doing with it.

Application: Use your gift for the common good—the body
grows when every member serves.
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Mutual Honour
1 Corinthians 12:22-26

Paul says the members of the body that seem weaker are
indispensable, and the parts we think less honorable we give
greater honor (1 Corinthians 12:22-23). Then he gives the
reason: that there may be no division in the body, but that the
members may have the same care for one another (1
Corinthians 12:25). And then the great sentence: if one
member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is
honored, all rejoice together (1 Corinthians 12:26). That is the
test of whether a church is a body or just a crowd—whether
the suffering of one is felt by all, and the honor of one is
celebrated by all. Paul tells the Romans to outdo one another
in showing honor (Romans 12:10), and he tells the Philippians
to count others more significant than themselves (Philippians
2:3). Mutual honour is not politeness; it is the nervous system
of the body. When one part is cut off from feeling the pain of
another, the body is already dying.

Application: Weep with those who weep and rejoice with those
who rejoice—feel the body's life as your own.
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The Body at Work
Acts 2:42-47

The first church in Jerusalem shows the body actually
functioning. They devoted themselves to the apostles'
teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the
prayers (Acts 2:42). They were together, they had all things in
common, they sold property to meet needs, and they attended
the temple daily with glad and generous hearts, praising God
and having favor with all the people—and the Lord added to
their number day by day (Acts 2:46-47). Later, the fullness of
those who believed was one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things he possessed was his own (Acts 4:32).
That is the body at work—not a program but a people, not an
event but a life, not a service you attend but a fellowship you
are in. Notice that the gospel spread not because of a strategy
but because of a community so visibly different that the
surrounding city took notice. The body evangelizes by being
the body.

Application: Invest in real fellowship—the world sees Christ
when the body lives as one.
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The Body and Christ
1 Corinthians 12:27

The body is not the church's own project—it belongs to Christ.
Paul says, "You are the body of Christ and individually
members of it" (1 Corinthians 12:27), and he says that Christ
is the head of the body, the church (Colossians 1:18). The
head is where the life comes from, the direction comes from,
the unity comes from. God put all things under Christ's feet
and gave him as head over all things to the church, which is
his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all (Ephesians
1:22-23). A body without a head is dead; a body that does not
obey its head is sick. This is the comfort and the command of
the whole study: the body is not yours to run, but it is yours to
live in. You are a member of Christ's body, and the head of
that body is not a committee or a pastor—it is the risen Lord
himself, who gives the body its life and its direction and its
future.

Application: Submit to Christ as your head—the body lives only
when it obeys Him.
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CHAPTER 7
Covenants

The Noahic Covenant
Genesis 9:8-17

The world had become so violent that God looked upon it and
grieved (Genesis 6:6). Into that ruin came a command to build
an ark, and with it a promise that God had not abandoned His
creation (Genesis 6:18). After the floodwaters receded and
Noah stood on dry ground, God established a covenant not
only with Noah but with every living creature (Genesis
9:12-13). The sign was a bow in the clouds—a rainbow—set in
the sky as a reminder that God would never again destroy the
earth by flood (Genesis 9:13-15). This first covenant is
striking in its generosity: it binds God to a promise He will
keep regardless of human faithfulness (Genesis 8:21-22). The
rainbow is not a symbol of human goodness but of divine
restraint. When you see one, you are looking at a pledge made
before you were born.

Application: When you see a rainbow, pause and thank God for
His covenant faithfulness that does not depend on your
performance.
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The Abrahamic Covenant
Genesis 15:1-21

God spoke to a man in a pagan city and told him to leave
everything familiar for a land he had never seen, promising
land, offspring, and blessing for all peoples on earth (Genesis
12:1-3). Abraham waited years without a son, until God took
him outside and told him to count the stars (Genesis 15:5).
When Abraham believed, it was credited to him as
righteousness (Genesis 15:6), a verse Paul later built an
entire gospel upon (Romans 4:3). The covenant was sealed
with a solemn ceremony where God alone passed between the
divided animals, binding Himself to the promise while
Abraham slept (Genesis 15:17). Later God added the sign of
circumcision (Genesis 17:10-11) and confirmed the covenant
after the near-sacrifice of Isaac on Mount Moriah (Genesis
22:15-18). This covenant is the root from which the whole
tree of redemption grows.

Application: Trust that God's promises rest on His faithfulness,
not on your ability to earn them.
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The Covenant with Isaac
Genesis 17:19-21

When Abraham pleaded for Ishmael, God answered clearly:
no, Sarah your wife shall bear you a son, and you shall call his
name Isaac, and I will establish my covenant with him as an
everlasting covenant for his offspring after him (Genesis
17:19). The covenant was not passed to the son of the flesh
but to the son of promise. God reaffirmed it to Isaac at Gerar
during a famine: sojourn in this land, and I will be with you
and will bless you, for to you and to your offspring I will give
all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I swore to
Abraham your father (Genesis 26:3). Paul later builds on this:
not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and
not all are children of Abraham because they are his
offspring, but through Isaac shall your offspring be named
(Romans 9:6-7). The covenant with Isaac is the covenant with
Abraham, repeated—and the repetition itself teaches that
God's promise runs by election and grace, not by natural
descent.

Application: Rest in the fact that God's covenant runs by His
promise, not by your lineage or your effort.
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Jacob's Covenant at Bethel
Genesis 28:10-22

Jacob, fleeing from his brother Esau, stopped for the night at
Bethel and dreamed of a ladder reaching to heaven with
angels ascending and descending on it (Genesis 28:12). The
LORD stood above it and said: I am the LORD, the God of
Abraham your father and the God of Isaac; the land on which
you lie I will give to you and to your offspring, and in you and
your offspring shall all the families of the earth be blessed,
and behold, I am with you and will keep you wherever you go
(Genesis 28:13-15). Jacob woke, set up a stone as a pillar,
poured oil on it, and named the place Bethel—house of God
(Genesis 28:18-19). Years later, God appeared to him again at
Bethel and renewed the promise: I am God Almighty; be
fruitful and multiply; a nation and a company of nations shall
come from you, and kings shall come from your own body
(Genesis 35:11). Scripture does not use the word covenant at
the exact moment of the ladder dream, but the promise is the
Abrahamic covenant passed on, and Genesis itself calls it a
covenant in the surrounding context (Genesis 17:19, 21);
many study Bibles treat Bethel as a covenant renewal. Its
significance is that the covenant survives the failures of the
recipient—Jacob the deceiver becomes Israel the father of the
twelve tribes through whom the Messiah comes.

Application: God's covenant does not depend on your perfect
record—He renews His promise to the undeserving. D
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The Mosaic Covenant
Exodus 19:3-8

Three months after Israel walked out of Egypt, they camped
at a mountain that shook with thunder and smoke (Exodus
19:16-18). God offered Israel a covenant: if they obeyed His
voice, they would be His treasured possession among all
nations (Exodus 19:5-6). The people answered in unison that
everything the LORD had said they would do (Exodus 19:8).
The law that followed—the Ten Commandments and the
whole structure of worship and community life—was not a
ladder to climb but a charter for a people already rescued
(Exodus 20:1-17). Notice the order: God did not say obey and
I will deliver you, but I delivered you, therefore obey. The
covenant carried both blessing for faithfulness and curse for
rebellion (Deuteronomy 28:1-2; 28:15), and Israel's history
would be the long record of both. The law revealed God's
heart and humanity's failure, preparing the way for a
covenant that would not depend on human resolve.

Application: Read the law as a gift that shows you your need,
and let it drive you to grace rather than to self-effort.
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The Covenant at Moab
Deuteronomy 29:1-15

These are the words of the covenant that the LORD
commanded Moses to make with the people of Israel in the
land of Moab, besides the covenant that he had made with
them at Horeb (Deuteronomy 29:1). This is a distinct, second
covenant on the plains of Moab, just before Israel crossed the
Jordan. Moses gathered the whole nation—heads, tribes,
elders, officers, little ones, wives, and the sojourner—and
recited to them the whole shape of the covenant: the
blessings for obedience and the curses for rebellion, the call
to choose life (Deuteronomy 30:19). But Moab is also the
covenant where Moses foretold Israel's future failure and
their eventual restoration: when all these things come upon
you, the blessing and the curse, and you call them to mind
among all the nations, and return to the LORD your God, then
the LORD your God will restore your fortunes (Deuteronomy
30:1-3). The covenant at Moab is a renewal of Horeb for a
new generation, and it is the first covenant that explicitly
anticipates the need for a new covenant—a covenant God
Himself will make to write His law on their hearts. Hebrews
later quotes Moses' prophecy (Deuteronomy 32:35) as
evidence of the need for something beyond Sinai (Hebrews
8:9).

Application: Choose life—and when you fall, remember that
God's covenant anticipates restoration, not just judgment. D
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The Covenant of the Sabbath
Exodus 31:12-17

The LORD said to Moses: you are to speak to the people of
Israel and say, above all you shall keep my Sabbaths, for this
is a sign between me and you throughout your generations,
that you may know that I, the LORD, sanctify you (Exodus
31:13). It is a sign forever, and a perpetual covenant (Exodus
31:16-17). Every seventh day, Israel stopped working—not
because God needed rest, but because He wanted His people
to know who sanctifies them. The Sabbath was a weekly,
embodied covenant sign, distinct from circumcision (once) or
the rainbow (rare). It was the recurring sign that the people
belonged to God and that their life came from Him, not from
their labor. The prophets later named the Sabbath as the
covenant sign Israel most grieved: I gave them my Sabbaths,
as a sign between me and them, that they might know that I
am the LORD who sanctifies them (Ezekiel 20:12). Hebrews
uses the Sabbath rest as a picture of the deeper rest that
remains for the people of God in Christ (Hebrews 4:9-10). The
Sabbath covenant is significant because it turns time itself
into a covenant sign, teaching that God's people are defined
not by what they do but by who sanctifies them.

Application: Let one day a week, at minimum, remind you that
your life rests on God's work, not your own.
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The Covenant with Phinehas
Numbers 25:10-13

When Israel sinned with the daughters of Moab and the men
of Israel bowed down to Baal, God's anger burned, and Moses
commanded the judges to execute those who had yoked
themselves to Baal. In the middle of the plague, Phinehas, the
son of Eleazar, stood up and acted with zeal, and the plague
stopped (Numbers 25:7-9). The LORD spoke to Moses:
Phinehas the son of Eleazar, son of Aaron the priest, has
turned back my wrath from the people of Israel, in that he
was jealous with my jealousy among them, so that I did not
consume the people of Israel in my jealousy. Therefore say,
Behold, I give to him my covenant of peace, and it shall be to
him and to his descendants after him the covenant of a
perpetual priesthood, because he was jealous for his God and
made atonement for the people of Israel (Numbers 25:11-13).
Phinehas's covenant was not earned by his own merit but
granted in response to zeal for God's holiness. It is significant
for two reasons: it shows that God honors a zeal for His
holiness that is willing to act even when the culture around us
does not, and it grants the priesthood a permanence that
foreshadows the eternal priesthood of Christ, who offered
Himself once for all (Hebrews 7:23-24).

Application: Be jealous for God's holiness—the covenant
honors those who act, not those who merely grieve.

=

BIBLE STUDY COMPANION ¢ FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH 95



The Covenant of the Gibeonites
Joshua 9:3-27

The Gibeonites lived in the land God had promised to Israel,
and they knew they would be destroyed. So they sent a
delegation to Joshua, wearing worn-out sacks and patched
sandals, with dry, crumbly bread and old wineskins. They
pretended to have come from a far country and asked Joshua
to make a covenant with them (Joshua 9:3-15). Joshua and the
leaders of Israel did not inquire of the LORD, and made peace
with them and made a covenant, and the leaders of the
congregation swore to them (Joshua 9:15). Three days later
Israel learned the truth—the Gibeonites were their neighbors.
The people grumbled, but the leaders said: we have sworn to
them by the LORD, the God of Israel, and now we may not
touch them (Joshua 9:19). The Gibeonites were spared and
became woodcutters and water carriers for the house of God.
Generations later, when Saul tried to wipe out the Gibeonites
in his zeal for Israel, God sent a famine on Israel until David
made atonement (2 Samuel 21:1-9). The significance is
uncomfortable and clear: a covenant, once sworn before the
LORD—even under deception—is binding on the ones who
swore it. God takes human covenants seriously, which is one
reason the Bible treats covenant fidelity as sacred, not casual.

Application: Be careful what you swear before the LORD—once
made, a covenant binds you even when you were deceived.
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The Covenant with Rahab
Joshua 2:8-14

Rahab was a prostitute in Jericho, whose house was built into
the city wall. When Joshua sent two spies into Jericho, she hid
them on her roof and sent the king's men away (Joshua 2:1-7).
Before they slept, she came up to them and said: I know that
the LORD has given you the land, and that the fear of you has
fallen upon us... for the LORD your God, he is God in the
heavens above and on the earth beneath (Joshua 2:9-11). She
asked them to swear by the LORD that they would deal kindly
with her father's house, and she asked for a sign of good
faith—that they would spare her father, mother, brothers,
sisters, and all who belonged to them, and that they would
save their lives from death (Joshua 2:12-13). The men
answered: Our life for yours! If you do not tell this business of
ours, then when the LORD gives us the land we will deal
kindly and faithfully with you (Joshua 2:14). The word
covenant is not used at this exact moment, but this is a sworn
oath of rescue between a pagan and Israel, sealed with the
scarlet cord in her window (Joshua 2:17-21). She is significant
out of proportion to her story. She is the only person in Joshua
who is saved by faith—Hebrews 11:31 lists her as a hero of
faith; James 2:25 uses her as the example of faith shown in
works; and she is grafted into the genealogy of Jesus
(Matthew 1:5). The oath of rescue at Jericho is the smallest
covenant in Scripture and the one that puts a Moabite pagan
into the family line of the Messiah.

Application: No past disqualifies you from God's

covenant—Rahab's faith made her an ancestor of Christ.
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The Covenant of David and Jonathan
1 Samuel 18:1-4

After David killed Goliath, the soul of Jonathan was knit to the
soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul (1
Samuel 18:1). That day Saul kept David in his household, and
Jonathan made a covenant with David because he loved him
as his own soul (1 Samuel 18:3). He stripped off the robe that
was on him and gave it to David, along with his armor, his
sword, his bow, and his belt (1 Samuel 18:4). Jonathan was
the heir apparent—the covenant cost him something. Later,
as Saul hunted David, Jonathan went to him in the wilderness
and strengthened his hand in God, and said to him: Do not
fear, for the hand of Saul my father shall not find you. You
shall be king over Israel, and I shall be next to you (1 Samuel
23:16-17). The covenant of David and Jonathan is a personal
covenant of loyalty sworn before the LORD (1 Samuel
20:16-17), in which one man who would be king and one man
who would be next to him bound themselves to each other for
life. Its significance is that it shows what covenant loyalty
looks like when it costs—Jonathan chose faithfulness over
advancement, and by his covenant with David he tied his own
house to the house of the Messiah. Jesus said: greater love
has no one than this, that someone lay down his life for his
friends (John 15:13); Jonathan shows that love in advance, on
the road to David's throne.

Application: Covenant loyalty is choosing faithfulness over
advancement—commit to a friend even when it costs you.
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The Davidic Covenant
2 Samuel 7:1-17

David wanted to build God a house—a grand temple to
replace the tent—but God turned the tables through the
prophet Nathan (2 Samuel 7:1-7). God told David that instead
He would build David a house, and that a descendant from
David's line would reign forever (2 Samuel 7:12-16). David
responded with a prayer of astonished humility, asking who
he was that God had brought him this far (2 Samuel 7:18).
The promise echoed through the Psalms and the prophets,
sustaining Israel through exile and disappointment (Psalm
89:3-4), and it found its yes and amen in a child born in
Bethlehem (Luke 1:32-33). When the angel told Mary her son
would reign on David's throne forever, every syllable of this
covenant was in view. The throne promised to David was not a
temporary seat but an eternal one.

Application: Rest in the certainty that God's promises to David
are fulfilled in Jesus, whose kingdom will never end.
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The Covenant of Levi
Malachi 2:4-5

The book of Malachi opens with a charge against the priests.
God says: So shall you know that I have sent this command to
you, that my covenant with Levi may stand, says the LORD of
hosts. My covenant with him was one of life and peace, and I
gave them to him; it was a covenant of fear, and he feared me;
he stood in awe of my name (Malachi 2:4-5). The Levites were
set apart to serve the tabernacle and the temple, to carry the
ark, to teach the people the law of God, and to make
atonement at the altar. Malachi describes the covenant with
Levi as one of life and peace, given out of God's initiative,
kept through the priest's fear of God. But the priests of
Malachi's day had corrupted the covenant. They had turned
aside from the way, caused many to stumble by their
instruction, and corrupted the covenant of Levi, says the
LORD of hosts (Malachi 2:8). The significance of the covenant
with Levi is that it was intended to preserve true worship and
true teaching of the law, and it was broken when the priests
stopped taking God seriously. It is a covenant of the
sanctuary, and it shows how much God cares about the people
who teach His word and lead His worship. Hebrews picks this
up: if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical
priesthood, why was there need for another priest after the
order of Melchizedek? (Hebrews 7:11-14). The covenant of

Levi points to the greater priesthood of Christ. D

Application: The people who teach and lead worship carry a
covenant—be faithful in the teaching and service you are
given.
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The Covenant of Marriage
Malachi 2:14

In Malachi's day, men were divorcing their wives to marry
foreign women, and the prophet names it for what it is: you
cover the LORD's altar with tears, with weeping and groaning
because he no longer regards the offering or accepts it with
favor from your hand. But you say, Why does he not? Because
the LORD was witness between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your
companion and your wife by covenant (Malachi 2:13-14).
Proverbs calls marriage the covenant of her God (Proverbs
2:17). Scripture treats marriage not as a contract two people
can dissolve at will but as a covenant made before God, in
which God is the witness. Malachi says God hates divorce
(Malachi 2:16) because covenant is sacred, and it is the same
covenant loyalty that God shows to His people. Paul later uses
marriage as a picture of Christ and the church—husbands,
love your wives as Christ loved the church and gave himself
up for her (Ephesians 5:25-27). The covenant of marriage is
significant because it is the most personal covenant in
Scripture: it teaches that covenant faithfulness is not just a
national or priestly theme but a daily, one-flesh, lifelong
reality. It also explains why breaking it matters so much—it
dishonors God's covenant, and it breaks an image of His
covenant with His people.

Application: Treat your marriage, if you are married, as a
covenant, not a contract—God is the witness.
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The New Covenant
Jeremiah 31:31-34

Through Jeremiah, God spoke of a day when He would make a
new covenant—not like the one at Sinai, which the people
broke (Jeremiah 31:31-32). This time the law would be written
not on stone but on hearts, and He would be their God and
they would be His people (Jeremiah 31:33). The most
astonishing promise in it is the forgiveness: God declares He
will forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no
more (Jeremiah 31:34). On the night before He died, Jesus
took a cup and said it was the new covenant in His blood,
poured out for His disciples (Luke 22:20). The book of
Hebrews explains why this covenant is superior—because it
rests on a better sacrifice and a better priest, and because it
actually does what the old one could only point toward
(Hebrews 8:6-13). Every time you come to the Lord's Table,
you are touching this covenant—heart, Spirit,
forgiveness—sealed in blood and offered freely (Hebrews
10:16-18).

Application: Come to the Lord's Table with gratitude, knowing

the new covenant is sealed in Christ's blood and secured

forever.
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The Holy Spirit

The Person of the Spirit (Not a Force)
John 16:13-14

It is tempting to think of the Holy Spirit as an impersonal
power—like electricity or wind—that God dispenses when
needed. But the Bible speaks of the Spirit as a person, not an
it. Jesus called Him the Counselor and said He will guide His
people into all the truth (John 16:13). The Spirit grieves
(Ephesians 4:30), teaches (John 14:26), intercedes (Romans
8:26), and distributes gifts as He wills (1 Corinthians 12:11).
You cannot grieve a force or have a relationship with a power.
The Spirit is a member of the Trinity—one in essence with the
Father and the Son—who thinks, wills, loves, and speaks
(John 16:14). When you pray, you are not merely sending
signals into a machine; you are in the company of a living
Person who knows you.

Application: Speak to the Holy Spirit as a person this week,
and ask Him to guide you into truth.
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The Spirit Is God (Trinity)
Acts 5:3-4

When Ananias and Sapphira sold a field and kept back part of
the price, Peter said to Ananias: why has Satan filled your
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit? You have not lied to man but to
God (Acts 5:3-4). In two verses the Spirit is lied to and called
God—the same deception is named both ways. This is the
clearest text in the New Testament that the Spirit is not a
creature but the Creator. Jesus commands baptism in the
name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit (Matthew
28:19), a three-fold name that only makes sense if all three
are equally God. Paul closes his second letter to the
Corinthians with a benediction of the grace of Christ, the love
of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit (2 Corinthians
13:14)—again, three persons on the same level. The Spirit is
eternal (Hebrews 9:14) and knows the deep things of God (1
Corinthians 2:10-11), which no creature does. The Trinity is
not a philosophical puzzle but the way Scripture names God:
Father, Son, and Spirit, one God in three persons.

Application: Worship the Spirit as God this week—He is not a
force but the Lord Himself in you.
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The Spirit in the Old Testament

Genesis 1:2

Before Pentecost, the Spirit was not absent—He was active,
though differently. At creation, the Spirit of God hovered over
the waters, present in the very beginning of all things
(Genesis 1:2). He came upon judges, prophets, and
kings—often selectively and sometimes temporarily (1 Samuel
16:14). When Saul disobeyed, the Spirit departed from him, a
sobering sign that His filling was not permanent under the old
covenant (1 Samuel 16:14). David pleaded that God would not
take His Holy Spirit from him (Psalm 51:11). The prophets
looked forward to a day when the Spirit would be poured out
on all people, not just anointed leaders—Ezekiel promised
hearts of flesh and a new spirit within (Ezekiel 36:26-27), and
Joel foretold a day when sons and daughters would prophesy
(Joel 2:28-29). The old-covenant work of the Spirit set the
stage for the abundance to come.

Application: Thank God that under the new covenant His Spirit
dwells in you permanently, not temporarily.
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The Spirit in the Life of Christ
Luke 1:35

Every stage of Jesus's life on earth was lived in dependence
on the Holy Spirit. At His conception the angel told Mary: the
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you (Luke 1:35). At His baptism John
saw the Spirit descend and remain on Him (John 1:32-33). He
was led by the Spirit into the wilderness (Luke 4:1). He began
His ministry by reading Isaiah in the synagogue: the Spirit of
the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim
good news to the poor (Luke 4:18). Peter later summarised
His life: God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power, and he went about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil (Acts 10:38). And the Spirit
who empowered His life also raised Him from the dead
(Romans 8:11). This is astonishing: the eternal Son, in His
human nature, needed and received the Spirit. He shows us
not what we must become by our own strength but what the
Spirit can do in a yielded human life.

Application: Look to Jesus as the model of a Spirit-filled
life—He depended on the Spirit at every step.
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The Spirit in Salvation
John 16:8-11

Salvation is a work of the whole Trinity, and the Spirit's role is
intimate and specific. Jesus said the Spirit would convict the
world of sin, righteousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11)—He
is the one who makes a person see their need. At the new
birth, Paul writes, God saved us not by works of righteousness
but by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy
Spirit (Titus 3:5). Regeneration is the Spirit giving spiritual
life where there was only death. At conversion the Spirit takes
up residence in the believer: anyone who does not have the
Spirit of Christ does not belong to him (Romans 8:9). Paul
tells the Corinthians that their body is the temple of the Holy
Spirit within them (1 Corinthians 6:19). This indwelling Spirit
is also the Spirit of access, because through him we both have
access in one Spirit to the Father (Ephesians 2:18). From
conviction to regeneration to indwelling to access, salvation is
the Spirit's work from start to finish.

Application: Thank the Spirit today for the specific work He did
in bringing you to faith—conviction, new birth, and home in
your heart.
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The Spirit of Adoption
Romans 8:15-16

The Spirit does not merely save us; He makes us family. Paul
writes: you did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back
into fear, but you have received the Spirit of adoption as sons,
by whom we cry, Abba! Father! The Spirit himself bears
witness with our spirit that we are children of God (Romans
8:15-16). Abba is the Aramaic word a child would use for their
father—the intimate, family word Jesus Himself used in
prayer. The Spirit does not stand at a distance and inform us
that we are legally adopted; He pours the family reality into
our hearts. Galatians says the same: God sent the Spirit of his
Son into our hearts, crying, Abba! Father! So you are no
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an heir through
God (Galatians 4:6-7). Assurance of salvation is not first a
doctrine we reason our way to—it is the Spirit's own
testimony inside us. When you feel alone, the Spirit speaks
one word into your heart: Father.

Application: When you pray today, begin with "Abba,

Father"—and let the Spirit remind you that you belong to His

family.
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The Spirit at Pentecost
Acts 2:1-4

The disciples were gathered in prayer when the day of
Pentecost came, and suddenly the sound of a rushing wind
filled the house (Acts 2:1-2). Tongues of fire appeared over
each of them, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit,
speaking in other languages as the Spirit gave utterance (Acts
2:4). This was not random noise—it was a sign. Babel had
scattered languages in judgment; Pentecost gathered them in
grace (Acts 2:6-11). Peter, who had denied Jesus weeks
earlier, stood and preached with power, and three thousand
were added to the church (Acts 2:14, 41). Pentecost marks
the birth of the church and the fulfillment of Joel's
prophecy—the Spirit is no longer only for prophets and kings
but for all people (Acts 2:16-21; Joel 2:28-32). This moment
changed everything about how God's people would live: not
by external code alone, but by an internal power (John
14:16-17).

Application: Ask the Spirit to fill you afresh with boldness to

speak of Christ to those around you.
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The Fruit of the Spirit
Galatians 5:22-23

Paul lists nine qualities—love, joy, peace, forbearance,
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and
self-control—and calls them fruit, singular (Galatians
5:22-23). Fruit is not produced by straining; it grows from a
healthy root (John 15:5). The Spirit works in a believer's life
like sap in a vine, slowly and organically producing character
that cannot be faked. Notice that the first three are inner
qualities, the next three are relational, and the last three are
habits of action (Galatians 5:22-23). No one grows all nine at
once, and no one grows them alone. Paul tells believers to
walk by the Spirit so they will not gratify the desires of the
flesh (Galatians 5:16-18). If you want more fruit, don't attack
the fruit; tend the root, stay connected to Christ, and let the
Spirit do what only He can do.

Application: Examine your life for one fruit that needs growth,
and ask the Spirit to produce it in you this season.
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The Gifts of the Spirit
1 Corinthians 12:4-11

While the fruit of the Spirit is about character, the gifts of the
Spirit are about function—abilities given for the building up of
the church (1 Corinthians 12:7). Paul lists them: wisdom,
knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy,
distinguishing between spirits, tongues, and interpretation of
tongues (1 Corinthians 12:8-10), and adds service, teaching,
exhortation, generosity, leadership, and mercy in Romans
(Romans 12:6-8), and apostles, prophets, evangelists,
shepherds, and teachers in Ephesians (Ephesians 4:11). The
Spirit distributes gifts sovereignly and individually, not
uniformly (1 Corinthians 12:11). No one person has every gift,
and no one is left out. Paul's great point is unity: the church is
one body with many parts, and every gift matters (1
Corinthians 12:12-27). Gifts are not trophies but tools—they
are meant for service, not self-display, and they are always
governed by love (1 Corinthians 13). If you are unsure of your
gift, serve where there is need, love the person in front of you,
and watch what the Spirit does.

Application: Identify one gift you see in another believer and
encourage them to use it for the body of Christ.

BIBLE STUDY COMPANION ¢ FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH 111



The Spirit and Scripture
2 Timothy 3:16

Scripture is a book the Spirit wrote and a book the Spirit
opens. Paul writes that all Scripture is breathed out by God (2
Timothy 3:16)—the Greek word is theopneustos,
God-breathed, and the breath of God in Scripture is the Spirit.
Peter says that no prophecy of Scripture came from
someone's own interpretation, for no prophecy was ever
produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy Spirit (2 Peter 1:20-21). But
the Spirit does not only inspire the text; He illuminates it.
Paul tells the Corinthians that the things God has prepared
for those who love him, God has revealed to us through the
Spirit (1 Corinthians 2:9-10), and that the natural person does
not accept the things of the Spirit of God because they are
spiritually discerned (1 Corinthians 2:14). Jesus promised that
the Spirit would teach us all things and bring to remembrance
what He said (John 14:26) and guide us into all the truth (John
16:13). When you open the Bible, you are not reading
alone—the same Spirit who inspired it is present to open it.

Application: Before you open Scripture each day this week, ask
the Spirit to illuminate what you read.
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Spirit as Sealer and Guarantee
Ephesians 1:13-14

When you believed, Paul writes, you were marked in Christ
with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit
guaranteeing your inheritance (Ephesians 1:13-14). A seal in
the ancient world was a mark of ownership and protection—it
said this belongs to someone. The Spirit is God's seal on His
people, and the down payment, the first installment of
everything He has promised (2 Corinthians 1:21-22). He is not
a fragile feeling that can be lost by a bad day; He is a
guarantee, God's own pledge that He will finish what He
started (Philippians 1:6). This is why the Spirit's presence in
your life is assurance: the Spirit Himself testifies with our
spirit that we are God's children (Romans 8:16). When you
doubt your standing, the Spirit is not silent—He is the seal,
the guarantee, and the voice that whispers Abba, Father.

Application: When doubt rises, remind yourself that the Spirit's
presence in you is God's own guarantee of your salvation.
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Being Filled with the Spirit
Ephesians 5:18-20

The New Testament speaks of both being sealed by the Spirit
once at conversion and being filled with the Spirit as an
ongoing, repeatable experience. Paul tells believers not to get
drunk on wine but instead to be filled with the Spirit—an
imperative in the continuous tense, meaning keep being filled
(Ephesians 5:18). The contrast is instructive: wine produces
loss of control, but the Spirit produces a life that is controlled
by God, overflowing in thanksgiving and praise (Ephesians
5:19-20). To be filled is not to get more of the Spirit as if He
were a substance, but to yield more of ourselves—to clear out
the clutter and let the Spirit have full access. It happens
through prayer, Scripture, repentance, and obedience
(Colossians 3:16). If you are already sealed, you are not
asking for more of Him as much as you are giving Him more
of you. The early church prayed and the place where they
were meeting was shaken, and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly (Acts 4:31).

Application: Yield one area of your life to the Spirit today, and
ask Him to fill you with boldness and praise.
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Walking in the Spirit
Galatians 5:16-25

To walk in the Spirit is to live the Christian life the way it was
meant to be lived—not by willpower but by yielding to the
Spirit moment by moment. Paul writes: walk by the Spirit, and
you will not gratify the desires of the flesh (Galatians 5:16).
The flesh and the Spirit are opposed to each other, and the
Christian life is the daily, moment-by-moment choice of which
one will lead. Paul says if you are led by the Spirit, you are not
under the law (Galatians 5:18). He also says: if you live
according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put
to death the deeds of the body, you will live (Romans 8:13).
Notice the Spirit does not put sin to death for us while we
sleep; the Spirit enables us to do it. Walking in the Spirit
means setting your mind on the things of the Spirit rather
than the things of the flesh (Romans 8:5-6), being led by the
Spirit like a child led by the hand of a parent (Romans 8:14),
and keeping in step with the Spirit as He moves (Galatians
5:25). The Christian life is not a sprint of effort but a walk of
dependence.

Application: This week, practice pausing before each decision
and asking, "Which way is the Spirit leading?"
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Do Not Grieve or Quench the Spirit
Ephesians 4:30

Scripture gives three sober warnings about how believers can
resist the Spirit. Paul writes: do not grieve the Holy Spirit of
God, by whom you were sealed for the day of redemption
(Ephesians 4:30). Grieving the Spirit happens through
sin—Paul lists bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, slander, and
malice in the surrounding verses. Grieving is a relationship
word: you grieve someone who loves you. Paul also writes: do
not quench the Spirit (1 Thessalonians 5:19). Quenching is a
fire word—the Spirit's flame can be doused by neglect, by
despising prophecy, by refusing the Spirit's prompting.
Hebrews speaks of a further step: insulting the Spirit of grace
(Hebrews 10:29)—which is not a believer's stumble but a
hardened rejection of Christ's sacrifice. Isaiah says Israel
rebelled and grieved his Holy Spirit (Isaiah 63:10); Stephen
told the council they were always resisting the Holy Spirit
(Acts 7:51). The Spirit is a person, and persons can be
grieved. The call is not to be perfect but to be tender—to keep
short accounts, confess quickly, and stay soft to the Spirit's
voice.

Application: Confess today any area where you've grieved or
quenched the Spirit—and ask Him to soften you again.
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The Spirit and Prayer
Romans 8:26-27

Prayer is a joint project between us and the Spirit. Paul
writes: the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not
know what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words. And he
who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit,
because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the
will of God (Romans 8:26-27). The Spirit prays in us, through
us, and for us, even when we have no words. Paul tells the
Ephesians to pray at all times in the Spirit (Ephesians 6:18),
and Jude tells believers to pray in the Holy Spirit (Jude 20).
The Spirit of adoption is the Spirit of prayer: it is by the Spirit
that we cry Abba, Father (Galatians 4:6). And Zechariah
prophesies a day when God will pour out a spirit of grace and
pleas for mercy on the house of David (Zechariah 12:10)—the
Spirit of prayer is the Spirit of grace. You never pray alone.
When you cannot find words, the Spirit has already found
them.

Application: When prayer feels dry or wordless, lean on the
Spirit—He is interceding for you right now.
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The Spirit and the Church
Acts 2:1-4

The church is the Spirit's creation. The Spirit descended at
Pentecost and formed the church in a single day (Acts 2:1-4,
41). Paul writes: in one Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—]Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to
drink of one Spirit (1 Corinthians 12:13). The Spirit does not
merely join us to Christ; He joins us to each other. He is the
source of the church's unity: eager to maintain the unity of
the Spirit in the bond of peace; there is one body and one
Spirit (Ephesians 4:3-4). He appoints the church's leaders:
pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers (Acts 20:28).
He pours love into the church's heart: God's love has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been
given to us (Romans 5:5). Every true church is a
Spirit-formed, Spirit-filled, Spirit-led community—not an
organization that happens to have religious meetings but a
body animated by the personal presence of God.

Application: Pray for the Spirit's unity and love to fill your local
church this week.
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The Spirit and Mission
Acts 1:8

Before He ascended, Jesus gave His disciples one promise and
one command: you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in
Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the
earth (Acts 1:8). The Spirit is the power of Christian
mission—without Him, we have no message, no boldness, no
open doors. In Acts we watch Him direct the church's mission
step by step. The church at Antioch was worshipping and
fasting when the Holy Spirit said: set apart for me Barnabas
and Saul for the work to which I have called them (Acts 13:2).
Later, Paul and his companions were forbidden by the Holy
Spirit to speak the word in Asia, and the Spirit of Jesus did not
allow them to go into Bithynia, and they were redirected by a
vision to Macedonia instead (Acts 16:6-10). Every mission is a
Spirit-led mission. Jesus told the disciples to wait in the city
until they were clothed with power from on high (Luke
24:49)—they could not carry the commission without the
Spirit who sends it.

Application: Ask the Spirit where He is sending you—across
the street or across the world—and go in His power.
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The Spirit and the Last Days
Joel 2:28-29

The Spirit is the sign of the last days. Joel prophesied: it shall
come to pass afterward, that I will pour out my Spirit on all
flesh; your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, your old
men shall dream dreams, and your young men shall see
visions. Even on the male and female servants in those days I
will pour out my Spirit (Joel 2:28-29). Peter quoted Joel on the
day of Pentecost and said this is what was spoken by the
prophet (Acts 2:16-21)—the outpouring of the Spirit marked
the arrival of the last days. The same Spirit who raised Christ
from the dead will give life to our mortal bodies (Romans
8:11)—the resurrection of the body is a Spirit-work. The Bible
ends with the Spirit and the Bride saying, Come (Revelation
22:17)—the Spirit who indwells the church longs for Christ's
return. The Spirit is also the down payment of the age to
come: the seal of Ephesians 1:13-14 is a guarantee that all of
God's promises will be fulfilled. To have the Spirit now is to
taste the future. The last days have already begun, because
the Spirit has already been poured out.

Application: Let the Spirit's presence remind you that Christ is
coming—Ilive with eager hope and say with the church, "Come,
Lord Jesus."
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CHAPTER 9

Prayer & Intercession

Abraham
Genesis 18:16-33

When three visitors came to Abraham's tent by the oaks of
Mamre, one of them turned out to be the LORD Himself
(Genesis 18:1-2). As the visitors looked toward Sodom, God
said He would not hide from Abraham what He was about to
do (Genesis 18:17). Abraham began to bargain—fifty
righteous men, then forty, then thirty, then twenty, then ten
(Genesis 18:24-32). He did not argue from a position of pride
but from a posture of humility, confessing that he was nothing
but dust and ashes (Genesis 18:27). He pressed close to the
heart of God, not away from it, and asked again and again,
daring to believe that God was more merciful than judgment
required (Genesis 18:32). This is one of the first great
pictures of intercession in Scripture—a man who pleaded for
a wicked city because he trusted the character of its Judge.
Abraham shows us that bold prayer is not irreverent; it is
relational.

Application: Bring your boldest request to God this week,
trusting His character more than your worthiness.
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Moses
Exodus 32:7-14

While Moses was on the mountain receiving the law, Israel
was at the bottom building a golden calf (Exodus 32:1-6). God
told Moses what was happening and said to leave Him alone
so that His anger could burn against them (Exodus 32:10).
Moses refused the invitation. He argued with God, appealing
to His own reputation, His promises to Abraham, and the
nations who would watch (Exodus 32:11-13). He even offered
his own life in their place, asking God to blot him out of the
book rather than destroy the people (Exodus 32:32). This is
intercession at its most self-forgetful—standing between a
holy God and a guilty people, willing to bear the cost yourself
(Psalm 106:23). Moses is a picture of a shepherd who would
not abandon his flock, and a shadow of the greater Shepherd
to come.

Application: Pray for someone who has wronged you, asking
God to show them mercy rather than judgment.

Hannah
1 Samuel 1:1-20

Hannah was a woman with a broken heart. She was barren,

taunted by a rival, and misunderstood even by the priest Eli,

who saw her weeping and assumed she was drunk (1 Samuel

1:6-14). But Hannah prayed. She poured out her soul before \/
the LORD at Shiloh, not with polished words but with tears \q(\/
and silent lips (1 Samuel 1:10-15). She asked God to look on

her misery and remember her (1 Samuel 1:11). Her prayer

was honest and desperate, and God heard it. She gave birth to

Samuel, the prophet who would anoint David, and she gave

him back to God (1 Samuel 1:26-28). Hannah teaches us that
intercession is not about eloquence; it is about honesty. She

brought her grief to God without hiding it, and her prayer

changed history.
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Application: Pour out your honest grief to God today, believing
He hears even the prayers you cannot put into words.

David
Psalm 86

David was a warrior, a king, and a poet—and his psalms are a
school of prayer. He prayed when he was hunted, when he
was crowned, when he sinned, and when he was broken
(Psalm 51). He asked God to hear his prayer and listen to his
cry for mercy (Psalm 86:6). Out of the depths he cried to the
LORD (Psalm 130:1). David prayed for his enemies, for his
own heart, and for the nation of Israel. He did not sanitize his
emotions—his psalms are full of fear, anger, confusion, and
longing—but he always turned those emotions toward God
rather than away from Him. He prayed for others too, asking
that all who seek God would rejoice and be glad in Him
(Psalm 40:16). David shows us that a prayer life can hold
everything, because the God we pray to is big enough to hold
it.

Application: Write out your rawest emotion as a prayer to God
today, and let the psalms guide your honesty.
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Solomon's Dedication Prayer

1 Kings 8:22-53

When Solomon finished building the temple, he stood before
the altar of the LORD in the presence of all the assembly of
Israel, spread out his hands toward heaven, and prayed one of
the longest recorded prayers in the Bible (1 Kings 8:22-23).
He began with the character of God—LORD, God of Israel,
there is no God like you, in heaven above or on earth beneath,
keeping covenant and steadfast love with your servants (1
Kings 8:23). Then he prayed for the future: if your people are
defeated before an enemy, hear from heaven and forgive; if
the heavens are shut up and there is no rain because they
have sinned against you, hear and forgive; if there is famine,
or pestilence, or whatever plague or sickness, whatever
prayer or plea is made by any man or by all your people
Israel, each knowing the affliction of his own heart, hear in
heaven your dwelling place and forgive and act (1 Kings
8:33-40). He prayed for the foreigner too, that all the peoples
of the earth may know your name and fear you (1 Kings 8:43).
Solomon's prayer is a template for a leader interceding for a
people before a God whose character is the ground of every
request.

Application: Pray for your community and its leaders,
grounding every request in the character of God.
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Daniel
Daniel 9:1-19

Daniel was a man in exile, but he was not a man without hope.
When he read Jeremiah's prophecy that Jerusalem would lie
desolate seventy years, he set his face toward God in prayer
and petition, in fasting, and in sackcloth and ashes (Daniel
9:2-3). His prayer is a remarkable confession—not they
sinned, but we have sinned (Daniel 9:5). He identified himself
with his people, confessing the guilt of the nation as his own.
He cried out for God to listen, forgive, hear, and act, not
because Israel deserved it but because God's name and His
city were at stake (Daniel 9:19). Daniel shows us intercession
that is rooted in Scripture, bathed in humility, and persistent
in hope. He prayed, and God answered before he finished
(Daniel 9:20-23).

Application: Confess the sins of your community as your own,

and pray for God's mercy on those around you.

Elijah

1 Kings 18:36-38

Elijah stands on Mount Carmel before a nation that has
wandered, and he prays a short, bold prayer that God would
let it be known that He is God in Israel (1 Kings 18:36). Fire
falls, the people fall on their faces, and the drought begins to
break. But Elijah's prayer life did not end at Carmel. After the
fire, he prayed again for rain, bowing down to the ground
with his face between his knees (1 Kings 18:42). And in a
moment of exhaustion and fear, he prayed a very different
prayer, asking God to take his life (1 Kings 19:4). God
answered that one too, not with fire but with a gentle whisper
(1 Kings 19:12). Elijah shows us that intercession includes
mountain-moving boldness and quiet, weary honesty—and
God hears both.

Application: Bring both your boldest requests and your weary
complaints to God, trusting Him to hear both.
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Job

Job 42:7-10

Job lost everything—children, wealth, health—and spent
chapter after chapter pouring out his complaint before God
(Job 1-2). He did not quietly resign; he argued, questioned,
and demanded answers. But God answered out of the
whirlwind, and Job was humbled, confessing that God can do
all things and that no purpose of His can be thwarted (Job
42:2). Then something unexpected happens. God tells Job's
three friends that they have spoken wrongly about Him, and
that they must bring sacrifices and ask Job to pray for them
(Job 42:7-8). The man who had suffered the most was called to
pray for the very friends who had judged him. Job's
intercession was accepted and his fortunes were restored (Job
42:10). He shows us that prayer for others can rise even out
of a broken life—and that God honors the prayers of a
wounded but humble heart.

Application: Pray for someone who has hurt you, and trust God
to restore what has been broken.
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Samuel
1 Samuel 12:19-25

Samuel was Israel's prophet, judge, and kingmaker, and at
the end of his public ministry he said something remarkable.
The people had asked for a king, rejecting God's direct rule,
and they were afraid. Samuel told them: do not be afraid; you
have done all this evil. Yet do not turn aside from following
the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart... And as
for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD
by ceasing to pray for you, and I will instruct you in the good
and the right way (1 Samuel 12:20-23). Notice what Samuel
calls it: ceasing to pray for them would be a sin against the
LORD. He did not treat prayer for others as optional, a side
ministry, or something to give up when people disappointed
him. He had already shown this pattern at Mizpah, where he
cried to the LORD on Israel's behalf and God answered with
thunder and routed the Philistines (1 Samuel 7:5-11).
Samuel's prayer life is a picture of a leader who would rather
be rejected by his people than fail to pray for them. His
mother Hannah said of him, "As long as he lives, he is lent to
the LORD" (1 Samuel 1:28), and he lived out that lending in
intercession.

Application: Refuse to give up praying for people, even when

they disappoint you—to stop would be a sin.

Y
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Nehemiah
Nehemiah 1:4-11

When Nehemiah heard that Jerusalem's walls were broken
down and its gates destroyed by fire, he sat down and wept
and mourned for days, and he continued fasting and praying
before the God of heaven (Nehemiah 1:4). His prayer is one of
the most complete in Scripture: he addressed God as great
and awesome, keeping covenant and steadfast love with those
who love him (1:5), he confessed the sins of Israel including
his own (1:6-7), he remembered God's promise to gather the
exiles (1:8-9), and he asked God to give him mercy in the sight
of the Persian king (1:11). Four months later, when the king
asked him why he looked sad, Nehemiah says: I prayed to the
God of heaven and said to the king, If it pleases the king...
(Nehemiah 2:4-5). The prayer life of Nehemiah is shot
through with short arrow-prayers: when his enemies
threatened, he prayed (4:4-5, 9); when they tried to frighten
him, he prayed for God to strengthen his hands (6:9). And at
the end of the book, three times, he prays, Remember me, O
my God, for good (13:14, 22, 31). Nehemiah shows us that
intercession is not a long, isolated act—it is the atmosphere of
a life that depends on God for every step.

Application: Make prayer your reflex this week—before the
meeting, before the conversation, before the decision.

Y
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Ezra
Ezra 9:5-15

Ezra was a priest and a scribe who set his heart to study the
Law of the LORD, to do it, and to teach it (Ezra 7:10). When
he arrived in Jerusalem and learned that the returned exiles
had intermarried with the surrounding nations and
compromised their distinct identity, he tore his garment and
his cloak, pulled hair from his head and beard, and sat down
appalled (Ezra 9:3). At the evening sacrifice he rose from his
fasting and fell on his knees with his hands spread out to the
LORD, and prayed a long, confessional prayer. He confessed
not the sins of others but the sins of his own people as his
own—from the days of our fathers to this day we have been in
great guilt (Ezra 9:7). He confessed the grace that had been
shown in the return from exile, and he ended with a plea: O
LORD, the God of Israel, you are just, for we are left a
remnant that has escaped, as it is today. Behold, we are
before you in our guilt, for none can stand before you because
of this (Ezra 9:15). As he prayed and confessed, a very great
assembly of men, women, and children gathered around him,
weeping bitterly (Ezra 10:1). Ezra's prayer is a model of
identificational confession—praying the sins of the community
as if they were your own, and asking God for mercy based on
His justice and grace, not on the community's worthiness.

Application: Take a moment today to confess the sins of your

community as if they were your own. \q(\/
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Hezekiah

2 Kings 19:14-19

When Sennacherib, king of Assyria, sent a letter to Hezekiah
threatening to destroy Jerusalem and mocking the God of
Israel, Hezekiah took the letter and went up to the house of
the LORD and spread it before the LORD (2 Kings 19:14).
Then he prayed: O LORD, the God of Israel, enthroned above
the cherubim, you are the God, you alone, of all the kingdoms
of the earth; you have made heaven and earth. Incline your
ear, O LORD, and hear; open your eyes, O LORD, and see; and
hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent to mock the
living God (2 Kings 19:15-16). He prayed that God would save
them so that all the kingdoms of the earth might know that He
alone is God (2 Kings 19:19). His prayer was not for his own
safety but for the honor of God's name. That night the angel
of the LORD struck down a hundred and eighty-five thousand
Assyrians, and the city was saved (2 Kings 19:35). Years later,
when Hezekiah was told he would die, he turned his face to
the wall and wept and prayed, and God gave him fifteen more
years (2 Kings 20:1-6). His instinct in every crisis, from
military threat to personal illness, was to go to the house of
the LORD and spread it out before God.

Application: When a threat or fear comes today, "spread the
letter" before God in prayer—bring it to Him specifically.

Y
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Jesus
John 17:1-26

In the upper room, on the night He would be betrayed, Jesus
did not pray for His own escape. He prayed for His
disciples—and for us. This prayer, often called the high
priestly prayer, is the longest recorded prayer of Jesus in
Scripture. He prayed for their protection, asking the Holy
Father to protect them by the power of His name (John
17:11). He prayed for their sanctification, asking God to
sanctify them by the truth of His word (John 17:17). He
prayed for their unity, that they may be one as He and the
Father are one (John 17:22). Then He prayed for all who
would believe through their message—including you. Jesus
intercedes not from a distance but from the very heart of the
Godhead, and He ever lives to make intercession for us
(Hebrews 7:25). Every other intercessor on this page is a
shadow of Him.

Application: Thank Jesus today that He is praying for you right
now at the right hand of the Father.
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Jesus in Gethsemane
Luke 22:39-44

After the last supper, Jesus went out to the Mount of Olives as
was His custom, and His disciples followed Him (Luke 22:39).
There, in the garden of Gethsemane, He knelt down and
prayed: Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from me.
Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done (Luke 22:42).
Luke tells us that being in agony He prayed more earnestly,
and His sweat became like great drops of blood falling down
to the ground (Luke 22:44). The Son of God, who had been
with the Father from eternity, prayed in such anguish that an
angel was sent to strengthen Him. Hebrews says that in the
days of His flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications,
with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him
from death, and he was heard because of his reverence
(Hebrews 5:7). Gethsemane shows us the mystery of prayer at
its deepest: full honesty about our desire, full submission to
the Father's will, and full trust that the Father hears us even
when the answer is not what we would have chosen. It is the
model of intercession we did not fully understand until Jesus
went through it.

Application: In your next time of prayer, name your deepest
desire honestly—then add, "Nevertheless, not my will but
yours be done."
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The Lord's Prayer as Model
Matthew 6:9-13

When the disciples asked Jesus to teach them to pray, He
gave them a prayer that has shaped the church for two
thousand years. It begins not with us but with God: Our
Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven (Matthew
6:9-10). It then turns to our need, and it teaches us the
priorities of need: daily bread before tomorrow's, forgiveness
received and extended, deliverance from temptation and evil
(Matthew 6:11-13). Notice what the prayer does not
include—it does not include long words, impressive phrases,
or elaborate requests. Jesus had just warned His disciples not
to heap up empty phrases as the Gentiles do, thinking they
will be heard for their many words (Matthew 6:7). The Lord's
Prayer is short, direct, and God-centered. It is a model, not a
formula—]Jesus does not say "pray only these words" but "pray
then like this" (Matthew 6:9). And it can be prayed sincerely
in a minute or pondered for an hour. It teaches us that prayer
is not an attempt to convince a reluctant God but an approach
to a Father who already knows what we need before we ask
(Matthew 6:8).

Application: Pray the Lord's Prayer slowly today, pausing on
each phrase and letting it shape the way you pray.

Y

BIBLE STUDY COMPANION ¢ FOUNDATIONS OF FAITH 133



Paul
Ephesians 3:14-21

Paul's letters are full of prayers for the churches he loved,
and two of them stand out. In Ephesians 3, he bows his knees
before the Father and prays that the believers would be
rooted and established in love, and that they would have
power to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the
love of Christ (Ephesians 3:17-18). He prays that they would
be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God (Ephesians
3:19). In Philippians 1, he prays that their love would abound
more and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that
they would be able to discern what is best and be filled with
the fruit of righteousness (Philippians 1:9-11). Paul's prayers
are not vague; they are specific, deep, and oriented toward
spiritual growth (Colossians 1:9-14). He prayed for people he
had not visited, for churches in distant towns, for the very
people who caused him trouble. He shows us that intercession
is not reserved for those we like—it is part of loving the
church of God.

Application: Pray one of Paul's prayers from Ephesians or
Philippians over a friend this week, inserting their name into
the text.
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Epaphras
Colossians 4:12-13

Epaphras was not an apostle. He was a servant of Christ in
Colossae who labored quietly and prayed hard. Paul tells the
Colossians that Epaphras is always wrestling in prayer for
them, that they may stand firm in all the will of God, mature
and fully assured (Colossians 4:12). The word wrestling is the
same root used for an athletic struggle—not a casual mention
but a labor, a toil. Paul says Epaphras has worked hard for the
Colossians and for those in Laodicea and Hierapolis
(Colossians 4:13). He had also brought Paul news of the
Colossians' love in the Spirit (Colossians 1:7-8). This is the
intercessor who is not famous, not a leader, not in the
spotlight—but who prays with grit and persistence for the
spiritual maturity of others. Epaphras reminds us that prayer
is work, and some of the most important work in the kingdom
is done on our knees in private.

Application: Commit to praying persistently for one person's
spiritual maturity this month, even if no one sees.
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The Early Church
Acts 12:1-17

When Peter was arrested and imprisoned, the church did
something remarkable: they gathered in a home and prayed
earnestly to God for him (Acts 12:5). They did not know what
God would do—when Peter was miraculously freed and
knocked on the door, the servant girl Rhoda was so excited
she forgot to open it (Acts 12:14). The gathered believers told
her she was out of her mind, struggling to believe the very
miracle they had been praying for (Acts 12:15). This is one of
the most encouraging pictures of corporate intercession in
the Bible. The early church prayed together, earnestly, in a
home, through the night, for a man in prison (Acts 12:12).
Their prayer did not earn the answer, but it was the context in
which God acted. Earlier, when they were threatened by the
authorities, they had gathered and prayed, and the place
where they were meeting was shaken, and they were all filled
with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God
with boldness (Acts 4:31). Corporate prayer is not optional; it
is the lifeblood of the church.

Application: Join with other believers in prayer this week, and
keep praying even when the answer seems impossible.
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Peter and John's Prayer
Acts 4:24-31

After Peter and John were arrested and threatened by the
Sanhedrin for preaching in the name of Jesus, they were
released and went back to their friends. When their friends
heard what had happened, they lifted their voices together to
God and prayed (Acts 4:24). Their prayer is a Spirit-filled
reading of Psalm 2: Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven
and the earth and the sea and everything in them, who
through the mouth of our father David, your servant, said by
the Holy Spirit, Why did the Gentiles rage, and the peoples
plot in vain?... for truly in this city there were gathered
together against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, along with the Gentiles and
the peoples of Israel, to do whatever your hand and your plan
had predestined to take place (Acts 4:24-28). They did not
pray for the threats to stop—they prayed for boldness to keep
speaking. And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to
your servants to continue to speak your word with all
boldness (Acts 4:29). When they had prayed, the place in
which they were gathered together was shaken, and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit and continued to speak the
word of God with boldness (Acts 4:31). This is the church's
first recorded corporate prayer for courage, and it shows us
that the answer to opposition is not the removal of opposition
but a fresh filling of the Spirit.

Application: Pray not for an easy road but for boldness to keep
speaking Christ on the road you are on.
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Stephen
Acts 7:59-60

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen to serve tables in
the Jerusalem church, but he was full of faith and of the Holy
Spirit, and he did great wonders and signs among the people
(Acts 6:5-8). When the religious leaders could not withstand
the wisdom with which he spoke, they brought him before the
council and stirred up false witnesses against him (Acts
6:9-14). Stephen preached a long, fearless sermon that traced
Israel's history of resisting God and ended with the charge
that they had betrayed and murdered the Righteous One (Acts
7:2-53). They were enraged and ground their teeth at him.
But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, gazed into heaven and
saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of
God (Acts 7:55-56). They cast him out of the city and stoned
him. As they were stoning him, Stephen prayed: Lord Jesus,
receive my spirit. And falling to his knees, he cried out with a
loud voice: Lord, do not hold this sin against them. And when
he had said this, he fell asleep (Acts 7:59-60). His prayer is a
direct echo of Jesus' own prayer on the cross—Lord, forgive
them, for they know not what they do (Luke 23:34). Stephen
is the first martyr of the church, and he died praying the way
Jesus died praying.

Application: The next time someone wrongs you, pray for them

in the moment—that is the prayer that costs the most and does

the most.
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Anna
Luke 2:36-38

Anna was a prophetess, a widow of about eighty-four years,
who spent her days in the temple courts, fasting and praying
night and day (Luke 2:37). She had lost her husband after
only seven years of marriage, and instead of withdrawing in
bitterness, she gave herself to worship and intercession (Luke
2:36-37). When Mary and Joseph brought the baby Jesus to
the temple, Anna came up to them, gave thanks to God, and
spoke about the child to all who were looking forward to the
redemption of Jerusalem (Luke 2:38). Here is an intercessor
whose prayer life was steady, private, and faithful for
decades—and who was rewarded with a sight of the Messiah.
Anna shows us that prayer is not only for the young or the
prominent. It is for the faithful, the persistent, the patient.
She prayed for years in a temple she may have wondered
would ever see the promised King, and then one day, there He
was (Luke 2:38).

Application: Stay faithful in prayer even when the answer
seems delayed, trusting that God rewards persistent devotion.
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Cornelius
Acts 10:1-8

Cornelius was a centurion of the Italian Cohort in
Caesarea—a Gentile, a Roman soldier, a man outside the
commonwealth of Israel. But Luke tells us he was a devout
man who feared God with all his household, gave alms
generously to the people, and prayed continually to God (Acts
10:1-2). About the ninth hour of the day he saw in a vision an
angel of God, who said to him: Your prayers and your alms
have ascended as a memorial before God (Acts 10:4). While
Cornelius was praying, God was preparing Peter in Joppa to
come and preach the gospel to him. When Peter arrived and
preached, the Holy Spirit fell on all who heard the word, and
the Gentiles were baptized (Acts 10:44-48). Cornelius shows
us that God hears the prayers of those who seek Him—even
those who do not yet know Jesus. His prayers did not save
him; the gospel did. But God in His mercy arranged the whole
encounter around Cornelius's prayers, and He used them to
open the door of the gospel to the entire Gentile world.
Prayer, in Cornelius's life, was the first step of a door that
God opened for all nations.

Application: Never stop praying for those who do not yet know
Christ—their prayers matter to God even before they believe.

Y
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The Persistent Widow
Luke 18:1-8

Jesus told a parable to His disciples to the effect that they
ought always to pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1). In a
certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor
respected man, and there was a widow in that city who kept
coming to him and saying, Give me justice against my
adversary. For a while he refused, but afterward he said to
himself, Though I neither fear God nor respect man, yet
because this widow keeps bothering me, I will give her
justice, so that she will not beat me down by her continual
coming (Luke 18:2-5). And the Lord said, Hear what the
unrighteous judge says. And will not God give justice to his
elect, who cry to him day and night? Will he delay long over
them? I tell you, he will give justice to them speedily (Luke
18:6-8). The point is not that God is like an unjust judge but
that He is utterly unlike him. If even an unjust judge answers
persistent prayer, how much more will a good Father answer
the cries of His children? The widow is not a picture of
someone who has earned an answer but of someone who
refuses to give up. She shows us that persistent, honest,
repeated prayer is not a lack of faith—it is faith in action.

Application: Do not lose heart in prayer—the persistent widow
is your model, and the Father you pray to is nothing like the
judge.

Y
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The Pharisee and the Tax Collector
Luke 18:9-14

Jesus also told a parable to some who trusted in themselves
that they were righteous and treated others with contempt
(Luke 18:9). Two men went up into the temple to pray—one a
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood by
himself and prayed: God, I thank you that I am not like other
men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week; I give tithes of all that I get
(Luke 18:10-12). The tax collector, standing far off, would not
even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
God, be merciful to me, a sinner (Luke 18:13). Jesus says: I
tell you, this man went down to his house justified, rather
than the other. For everyone who exalts himself will be
humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be exalted
(Luke 18:14). The parable is a caution about prayer itself. The
Pharisee prayed—and it did not count. The tax collector
prayed—and it justified him. The difference was not the words
but the posture. Prayer that is a performance of our own
goodness is not prayer at all. Prayer that is a cry for mercy is
heard by God. This is the single most important lesson about
prayer in the Gospels: our standing before God is not built on
our religious record but on His mercy.

Application: Start every prayer with "God, be merciful to me, a
sinner"—and let that posture shape everything else you ask.
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