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CHAPTER 1
WALKING IN VICTORY

Practical Faith for the Battles, Burdens, and Blessings of Life

“ But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

(1 Corinthians 15:57)

Life does not always go as we expect. There are battles we never planned to fight,
burdens we never expected to carry, and seasons when the strength to keep going
seems difficult to find. We face temptation, financial pressure, family challenges,
grief, fear, uncertainty, and moments when our faith is tested.

Y et the Christian life is not ajourney without hope. God has not called us to face
life's difficulties alone. He has given us His Word to guide us, His Spirit to
strengthen us, His grace to sustain us, and Jesus Christ, through whom we have
victory.

Walking in victory does not mean that we never face battles. It means that
our battles do not have to defeat us, because our confidence isin the Lord.
Jesus told His disciples, “In the world you have tribulation. But take heart! | have
overcome the world” (John 16:33). Trouble is real, but it is not greater than
Christ.

THE VICTORY ISIN JESUS

Everything begins with Jesus Christ. Our victory is not founded on human
strength, positive thinking, wealth, position, or personal ability. It is founded on
who Jesus is and what He has accomplished.

Paul declares that God highly exalted Jesus and gave Him the name above every
name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow—in heaven, on earth,
and under the earth—and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord
(Philippians 2:9-11).



This is a declaration of the supremacy and authority of Jesus. He humbled
Himself and became obedient even to death on a cross, but God exalted Him
above al. His name is not an ordinary name or an empty religious expression. It
belongs to the risen Lord, whose authority extends over al creation.

There is salvation in no other name (Acts 4:10-12). Through faith in His name,
the helpless have found healing (Acts 3:6-8, 16). In His name, believers pray,
serve, and proclaim the good news (John 14:13-14; Colossians 3:17). Hisnameis
not a formula for getting whatever we desire; it calls us to trust His authority,
submit to His Lordship, and seek Hiswill.

Through Christ we receive forgiveness and reconciliation with God. Nothing can
separate us from His love (Romans 5:1; Romans 8:31-39). “We are more than
conquerors through him who loved us’ (Romans 8:37). Our confidence is not that
we will escape every hardship, but that hardship cannot overcome the love and
saving power of Christ.



FAITH THAT HOLDSFIRM

The Bible introduces us to people who trusted God in extraordinary
circumstances. Some faced persecution. Others endured rejection, loss, and even
death. Their lives show us that victory is not aways measured by how easily we
escape difficulty, but by how faithfully we walk with God through it.

Stephen remained faithful to Christ even when his testimony cost him his life
(Acts 6:8-15; Acts 7:54-60). James, one of the apostles, was killed because of his
faith (Acts 12:1-2). Antipas was remembered as a faithful witness who did not
deny the Lord even when facing death (Revelation 2:13).

Hebrews 11 reminds us that faith carried God’s people through both triumph and
suffering. Some experienced deliverance; others endured terrible trias. Yet they
continued to trust God (Hebrews 11:32—40). Faith is not merely what we profess
when lifeis comfortable. It is aso what holds us steady when life tests us.

VICTORY IN THE BATTLESWE CANNOT SEE

Not every battle is visible. Some struggles take place in the mind and heart; others
involve temptation, deception, discouragement, and spiritual opposition. Scripture
reminds us that our struggle is not merely against flesh and blood, but against
spiritual forces of evil (Ephesians 6:12).

God has not left His people unprotected. He calls us to put on His armour, stand
in truth, hold firmly to faith, and remain prayerful (Ephesians 6:10-18). James
gives this instruction: “Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and
he will flee from you” (James 4.7).

Our strength comes from belonging to God. We resist evil by remaining
submitted to Him, walking in obedience, and holding to His Word. We do not
need to live in fear, because the One who isin usis greater than the onewho isin
the world (1 John 4:4).



VICTORY IN EVERYDAY LIFE

Faith must also be seen in ordinary responsibilities. How we earn and use money,
how we work, how we treat our families, and how we respond to other people are
al part of our walk with God. Scripture teaches us to work honestly, manage
resources wisely, practise generosity, and remain content (Proverbs 10:4;
Matthew 6:19-21; 1 Timothy 6:6-10).

Marriage and family life should reflect love, faithfulness, patience, respect, and
responsibility (Genesis 2:18-25; Ephesians 5:21-33; Ephesians 6:1-4). A life that
honours God should be evident not only in public worship but also in our homes,
workplaces, relationships, and personal decisions.



WHEN LIFE BECOMESHEAVY

There are times when the greatest victory is simply finding the strength to
continue. Grief, suffering, disappointment, and uncertainty can leave the heart
wounded. God does not ask us to pretend that pain is not real. Job experienced
devastating loss. David poured out his sorrow to God. Jesus Himself wept at the
tomb of Lazarus (Job 1:20-22; Psalm 13:1-6; John 11:32-36).

The Lord is near to the brokenhearted (Psalm 34:18). He isthe God of all comfort,
who strengthens us in our troubles (2 Corinthians 1:3-4). Even in weakness, His
grace is sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9). Our hope reaches beyond present
suffering, because Christ’s resurrection assures us that death does not have the
final word (1 Corinthians 15:20-26, 54-57; Revelation 21:3-4).

Fear and anxiety can also become heavy burdens. God’s Word invites us to bring
our worriesto Him in prayer, with thanksgiving, trusting that His peace will guard
our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6—7; 1 Peter 5:7). We may not
always understand what is happening, but we can turn to the One who knows us,
loves us, and remains faithful.

SEEKING GOD WITH A SINCERE HEART

Throughout Scripture, God's people fasted as they prayed, repented, sought
direction, and interceded for others (Joel 2:12-13; Esther 4:16; Daniel 10:2-3).
Fasting is not a way of forcing God to act or earning His favour. It is an
expression of humility and devotion. Jesus taught His followers to fast sincerely,
without seeking the praise of people (Matthew 6:16-18).

God desires hearts that genuinely seek Him and lives that reflect His character
(Isaiah 58:6-10; Micah 6:8).

KEEP WALKING

The Christian life is a daily walk of faith. Some days bring celebration; others
require patience and endurance. Some battles are met through courageous action,
while others require quiet trust, persistent prayer, and the willingness to wait upon
God.

Whatever season you are facing, remember that you are not walking alone. The
Lord gives strength to the weary (Isaiah 40:29-31), wisdom to those who ask Him



(James 1:5), comfort to those who mourn (Matthew 5:4), and grace to help in time
of need (Hebrews 4:16).

May the studiesin this book strengthen your faith and help you apply God’s Word
to everyday life: standing firm in spiritual battles, honouring God in work and
family, finding comfort in suffering, overcoming anxiety through trust, and
seeking Him with a sincere heart.

“ But thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord
Jesus Christ.”

(1 Corinthians 15:57)

STRENGTH FOR THE FIGHT. HOPE FOR THE GRIEVING. WISDOM FOR
THE EVERYDAY. WALKING IN HISGRACE.



CHAPTER 2

Saints & Martyrs



Stephen

Acts6:5-15m

Stephen was one of the seven men chosen to serve tables in the Jerusalem
church, but Scripture calls him a man full of faith and of the Holy Spirit (Acts
6:5). He did great wonders and signs among the people, and when he was
dragged before the council, his face was like the face of an angel (Acts 6:15).
His speechin Acts 7 isthe longest in the book—aretelling of Israel's history that
ends with the charge that the people had resisted the Holy Spirit and betrayed
and murdered the Righteous One (Acts 7:51-52). They were enraged and ground
their teeth at him, and he was full of the Holy Spirit and saw the glory of God
and Jesus standing at the right hand of God (Acts 7:55-56). They cast him out of
the city and stoned him, and the witnesses laid their garments at the feet of a
young man named Saul (Acts 7:58). As they stoned him Stephen prayed, "Lord
Jesus, receive my spirit," and then he knelt down and cried with a loud voice,
"Lord, do not hold this sin against them" (Acts 7:59-60). The first martyr died
praying for his murderers, and one of the men who approved of his death would
one day become the apostle of grace.

Application: Forgive those who wrong you—mercy in suffering is the mark
of Christ.



James, son of Zebedee
Acts12:1-2 m

James was one of the sons of thunder, the fisherman who left his father's boat to
follow Jesus (Matthew 4:21-22), and who asked to sit at Jesus's right hand in his
glory (Mark 10:37). Jesus asked him whether he was able to drink the cup that
Jesus would drink, and James said he was (Mark 10:38-39). He was. Herod
Agrippa |, wanting to please the Jewish authorities, laid violent hands on some
of the church and had James killed with the sword (Acts 12:2)—the first of the
Twelve to die, and the only one whose martyrdom is recorded in Scripture. The
son of thunder was the first to drink the cup, and the answer he gave at that table
was proved true in away he could not have imagined when he gave it.

Application: Count the cost and follow anyway—the cup of Christ is worth
drinking.



Antipas
Revelation 2:12-13 m

Antipas is one of the most obscure saints in Scripture and one of the most
honored. Jesus, speaking to the church in Pergamum, says that He knows where
they dwell, where Satan's throne is, yet they hold fast His name and did not deny
His faith even in the days of Antipas, His faithful witness, who was killed
among them, where Satan dwells (Revelation 2:13). That is al we know of
him—his name, his city, his faithfulness, and the fact that he was killed for it.
Heis called "my faithful witness,” which in the Greek of Revelation is the word
martys—martyr (Revelation 2:13). He is the only martyr named in the letters to
the churches, and he stands for all the unnamed faithful who held fast the name
of Jesus in places where Satan's throne was, and who died for it without a story
that the world remembers. Jesus remembers.

Application: Hold fast the name of Jesus wherever you are—even where
Satan'sthroneis.
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Job
Job 1:1-2:13 m

Job was a righteous man, blameless and upright, one who feared God and turned
away from evil (Job 1:1)—and that is exactly why the book of Job exists: to
show that faithfulness is not always rewarded with comfort in this life, and that
suffering is not always a sign of sin. In asingle day he lost his oxen, his sheep,
his camels, his servants, and al ten of his children (Job 1:13-19). He tore his
robe and shaved his head and fell to the ground and worshiped, saying that the
Lord gave and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord (Job
1:21). He was covered with sores, his wife told him to curse God and die (Job
2:9), and his friends spent chapters accusing him of hidden sin. He argued with
God, complained to God, and refused to let go of God. And when God finally
answered him out of the whirlwind, he said that he had heard of God by the
hearing of the ear, but now his eye saw him (Job 42:5). He was faithful through
trial, and his faithfulness was not a formula for getting his life back—it was
worship in the middle of the ruins.

Application: Worship God in the ruins—faithfulnessisnot a formula, itisa
trust.
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Jeremiah
Jeremiah 1:4-10 m

Jeremiah was called to be a prophet before he was born, and he spent his whole
ministry telling people a message they did not want to hear: repent, submit to
Babylon, the city is going to fall (Jeremiah 1:4-10). He was mocked, put in
stocks (Jeremiah 20:2), thrown into a cistern, and left to sink in the mud
(Jeremiah 38:6). He is called the weeping prophet, and he wept because the
people would not listen. But he did not stop. He said the word of the Lord wasin
his heart like a burning fire shut up in his bones, and he could not hold it in
(Jeremiah 20:9). He is the picture of faithfulness that does not succeed—he
never saw the city repent, he never saw the exile end, he was faithful through
trial without the reward of visible results. And yet the words God gave him are
gtill alive, and the new covenant he promised is the covenant we live under
(Jeremiah 31:31-34).

Application: Keep speaking the truth even when no one listens—God's
word does not return empty.
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Dani€l
Daniel 6:1-28 m

Daniel was taken to Babylon as a young man and spent his whole life in a
foreign court, and he did not compromise. He refused the king's food, asked for
vegetables and water, and God gave him and his friends favor and wisdom
(Daniel 1:8-16). He interpreted dreams, served kings, and prayed three times a
day at his window with the windows open toward Jerusalem, even after a law
was passed making it illegal (Daniel 6:10). He was thrown into the lions' den
and spent the night there, and in the morning the king found him alive, and
Daniel said that his God sent his angel and shut the lions' mouths (Daniel 6:22).
He is the picture of faithfulness in a hostile culture—not withdrawal from the
world but faithful witness in the middle of it, serving the empire without
worshiping it, and praying with the windows open even when praying was the
thing that got him thrown in the den.

Application: Pray with the windows open—faithful witness in a hostile
culture begins on your knees.
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Shadrach, M eshach, and Abednego
Daniel 3:1-30m

These three young men refused to bow to the golden image Nebuchadnezzar set
up, and when they were brought before the king they gave one of the greatest
confessions in Scripture; their God was able to deliver them from the burning
fiery furnace, and he would deliver them out of the king's hand—Dbut even if he
did not, they would not serve his gods or worship the golden image he had set up
(Danidl 3:17-18). That "even if he does not" is the heart of faithful
suffering—they trusted God to deliver them, and they refused to make their
obedience conditional on the deliverance. They were thrown into the furnace,
and the king saw four men walking in the fire, and the fourth was like a son of
the gods (Daniel 3:25). They came out without even the smell of smoke on their
clothes (Daniel 3:27). Their faithfulness was not a bargain with God; it was
obedience to God whether he delivered them or not, and he met them in the fire.

Application: Obey God even if He does not rescue you—He meets His
faithful onesin thefire.
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The Unnamed Believers of Hebrews 11
Hebrews 11:35-40 m

Hebrews 11 lists the heroes of faith by name—Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham,
Moses, Rahab, and others—and then it turnsto the ones it does not name. Others
were tortured, refusing to accept release, so that they might rise again to a better
life; others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment
(Hebrews 11:35-36). They were stoned, they were sawn in two, they were killed
with the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, afflicted,
mistreated—of whom the world was not worthy—wandering about in deserts
and mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth (Hebrews 11:37-38). These
are the saints whose names we do not know, and the text says the world was not
worthy of them. They are the cloud of witnesses whose stories are written not in
the records of the church but in the book of life, and the text says that God has
provided something better for us, that apart from us they should not be made
perfect (Hebrews 11:40)—we are joined to them, and they to us, in one body of
the faithful.

Application: Honor the unnamed faithful—faithfulness is measured by
God, not by fame.
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The Faithful in Revelation
Revelation 6:9-11 m

Revelation shows the persecuted church under the altar: the souls of those who
had been dlain for the word of God and for the witness they had borne, crying
out how long the Sovereign Lord would wait before judging and avenging their
blood on those who dwell on the earth (Revelation 6:9-10). They are given white
robes and told to rest alittle longer, until the number of their fellow servants and
brothers should be complete (Revelation 6:11). Then the vision widens: a great
multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from al tribes and
peoples and languages, standing before the throne in white robes with palm
branches in their hands (Revelation 7:9). And the voice from the throne says
they have come out of the great tribulation and washed their robes in the blood
of the Lamb, and the Lamb will be their shepherd and lead them to springs of
living water, and God will wipe away every tear from their eyes (Revelation
7:14-17). And the victory is described in one verse: they conquered him by the
blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony, for they loved not their
lives even unto death (Revelation 12:11). That is the persecuted church—not a
defeated remnant but a conquering multitude, and the way they conquered was
by dying faithful.

Application: Conquer by faithfulness—love not your life even unto death.
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The Faithful of Every Era
Revelation 2:10 m

Jesus said, "Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness sake, for
theirs is the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:10), and Paul said that al who
desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12).
That means the modern-era witnesses are not an exception to the biblical
pattern—they are the continuation of it. The believers who have suffered in
every century since the apostles have drunk the same cup and held fast the same
name, and the promise to them is the same promise: be faithful unto desth, and |
will give you the crown of life (Revelation 2:10). Jesus told His disciples to
rejoice and be glad when they were persecuted, for their reward in heaven is
great (Matthew 5:12). We do not need to invent their stories to honor them; we
need only to recognize that the body of Christ has always had its martyrs, and
that the Lord who stood with Stephen and with Antipas stands with them.

Application: Rejoice when you suffer for Christ—your reward in heaven is
great.
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The Promiseto the Faithful
Revelation 21:1-7 m

The Bible ends with a promise that makes every martyr's faithfulness make
sense: a new heaven and a new earth, the holy city coming down out of heaven
from God, and a voice from the throne saying that the dwelling place of God is
with man, and He will dwell with them, and they will be his people, and God
himself will be with them as their God (Revelation 21:3). He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away
(Revelation 21:4). Paul said it another way: though our outer nature is wasting
away, our inner nature is being renewed day by day, for this light momentary
affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison (2
Corinthians 4:16-17). That is the end of the story of the saints and martyrs: not a
sad ending, but a homecoming—and the faithfulness of every saint, named and
unnamed, is awitness to that promise until the day it isfulfilled.

Application: Fix your eyes on the coming glory—every tear will be wiped
away.
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CHAPTER 3

Spiritual Warfare
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The Enemy Exists
1 Peter 5:8-9m

The first lie of spiritual warfare is that there is no enemy. But the Bible is clear
from beginning to end that Satan is areal, personal, created being. Peter writes:
Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls around like a
roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your faith (1 Peter
5:8-9). Job shows us the enemy coming before God to accuse and to destroy
(Job 1:6-12). Jesus Himself was tempted by the devil in the wilderness
(Matthew 4:1-11). Paul says we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against the rulers, against the authorities, against the cosmic powers over this
present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly places
(Ephesians 6:12). The enemy is not a myth, not a symbol, and not aforce—heis
apersonal adversary. But he is a defeated adversary, and we are not to fight him
in our own strength.

Application: Take the enemy serioudly, but do not be paralyzed by fear—the
Onein you isgreater than the onein theworld (1 John 4:4).

20



The Enemy's Names
Revelation 12:9-10 m

Scripture gives the enemy many names, and each one reveals a facet of his
strategy. He is called the devil, meaning slanderer, and the accuser of our
brothers, who accuses them day and night before our God (Revelation 12:10).
He is caled the serpent, because he is subtle and deceptive (Genesis 3:1;
Revelation 12:9). He is called the thief, because his goal is to steal and kill and
destroy (John 10:10). He is called a liar and the father of lies, because truth is
not in him (John 8:44). He is called an angel of light, because he disguises
himself as a messenger of truth to deceive even the elect (2 Corinthians 11:14).
He is caled the ruler of this world, because the world system is under his
influence (John 12:31; Ephesians 2:2). Knowing his namesis not superstition; it
is strategy. If he is the accuser, we run to the cross. If heisaliar, we run to the
Word. If heisathief, we guard our hearts. Every name tells us what to watch for
and where to stand.

Application: Learn the names of the enemy so you can recognize his voice
and run to Christ, not away from Him.

21



The Enemy's Strategy
Ephesians 6:11-12 m

Paul says we are to put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
stand against the schemes of the devil (Ephesians 6:11). The Greek word for
schemes is methodia, from which we get our word method. Satan is not random;
he is strategic. Paul warns the Corinthians not to be outwitted by Satan, for we
are not ignorant of his designs (2 Corinthians 2:11). John summarizes the three
great avenues of his attack: the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes
and the pride of life (1 John 2:16). These are the same three temptations he used
against Eve in the garden (Genesis 3:6) and against Jesus in the wilderness
(Matthew 4:1-11). The enemy does not need a new strategy; he uses the same
three doors again and again. Knowing this gives us an enormous advantage.
When temptation comes, we can ask: Isthisadesire of the flesh? A desire of the
eyes? Or the pride of life? Name the door, and stand at it.

Application: Recognize the three doors the enemy uses—flesh, eyes, and
pride—and stand at the door with prayer.

22



The Enemy is Defeated
Colossians 2:13-15m

The most important truth about spiritual warfare is that the enemy has already
been defeated. At the cross, Paul writes, God made us aive together with Christ,
having forgiven us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of debt that stood
against us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by triumphing
over themin him (Colossians 2:13-15). The cross was not a defeat disguised asa
victory—it was a triumph. Jesus said, Now is the judgment of this world; now
will the ruler of this world be cast out (John 12:31). Hebrews says that through
death Jesus destroyed the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil, and
delivered al those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong Savery
(Hebrews 2:14-15). The enemy is a defeated foe; he knows his time is short
(Revelation 12:12). We are not fighting for victory; we are fighting from
victory.

Application: Stand against the enemy not as someone trying to win, but as
someone whose victory is already secured by Christ.

23



The Belt of Truth
Ephesians 6:14 m

Paul begins the armor with the belt of truth. Stand therefore, having fastened on
the belt of truth (Ephesians 6:14). In the ancient world, the belt was not a
decorative accessory; it was what held the soldier's armor together and held his
weapon in place. Without the belt, the breastplate shifted and the sword fell.
Truth is the same for us. Jesus said, | am the way, and the truth, and the life
(John 14:6), and He said, you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free
(John 8:32). The enemy's primary weapon is a lie—he is the father of lies (John
8:44)—and the only defense against alie is the truth. But the belt of truth is not
just knowing truth; it is living truthfully. David wrote, Behold, you delight in
truth in the inward being (Psalm 51:6). The enemy attacks us with half-truths
about God, about ourselves, and about the world. The belt of truth is the
discipline of knowing God's Word so deeply and living so honestly that no lie
can find agap in our armor.

Application: Fasten the belt of truth today by memorizing one verse of
Scripture and by being ruthlessly honest with God and with yourself.

24



The Breastplate of Righteousness
Ephesians 6:14 m

The breastplate covered the soldier's vital organs, and the breastplate of
righteousness does the same for the believer. Paul writes, having put on the
breastplate  of  righteousness (Ephesians 6:14). This is not
self-righteousness—that would be a breastplate made of paper. It is the
righteousness of Christ, credited to us by faith. Paul says, For our sake he made
him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the
righteousness of God (2 Corinthians 5:21). Isaiah said, | will greatly rejoice in
the LORD; my soul shal exult in my God, for he has clothed me with the
garments of salvation; he has covered me with the robe of righteousness (Isaiah
61:10). The enemy's favorite attack is accusation—he whispers, You are a
hypocrite, you are a failure, you are not realy saved. The bresstplate of
righteousness is the answer. We do not stand in our own record; we stand in
Christ's. When he accuses, we say: | am not what | was, and my standing before
God is not my record but Christ's. The breastplate protects the heart from the
arrows of condemnation.

Application: When condemnation rises, do not defend yourself—point to
Christ'srighteousnessand rest in it.

25



The Shoes of the Gospel of Peace
Ephesians 6:15 m

The soldier's shoes were studded with nails, giving him stability on uneven
ground and speed in pursuit of the enemy. Paul writes, and, as shoes for your
feet, having put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace (Ephesians 6:15).
The gospel of peace does two things. First, it gives us peace with God—we are
no longer enemies, we are reconciled through the cross (Romans 5:10-11).
Second, it gives us the peace of God—a peace that surpasses understanding and
guards our hearts (Philippians 4:7). Isaiah says, How beautiful upon the
mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace
(Isaiah 52:7). The shoes of the gospel are the readiness to move—not to sit still
in fear, but to stand and to go. When the enemy attacks with chaos and
confusion, the believer stands on the solid ground of the gospel, feet shod with
the peace that comes from knowing we are loved, forgiven, and kept. The
enemy's goal isto make usfeel unstable; the gospel makes us unshakable.

Application: Let the gospel of peace steady you today—you are reconciled
to God, and His peace guards your heart.
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The Shield of Faith
Ephesians 6:16 m

Paul writes, in all circumstances take up the shield of faith, with which you can
extinguish al the flaming darts of the evil one (Ephesians 6:16). The Roman
soldier's shield was not a small round buckler; it was a large, oblong shield
covered in leather, soaked in water before battle. When the enemy shot flaming
arrows, the wet leather extinguished them before they could set the soldier on
fire. Faith isthat shield. It isnot afedling; it is aweapon. John writes, thisis the
victory that has overcome the world—our faith (1 John 5:4). The flaming darts
of the enemy come in the form of doubt, fear, accusation, and despair. They are
designed to set your heart on fire. The shield of faith catches those darts and puts
them out. How? By believing the promises of God more than the lies of the
enemy. The shield is soaked in Scripture, not in sentiment. When the dart
comes, the shield says. God has said otherwise, and | believe Him.

Application: Soak your shield in the promises of God today—when doubt
comes, answer it with a verse, not a feeling.
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The Helmet of Salvation
Ephesians 6:17 m

The helmet protected the soldier's head—his life, his mind, his decisions. Paul
writes, and take the helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17). To the Thessalonians
he says, since we belong to the day, let us be sober, having put on the breastplate
of faith and love, and for a helmet the hope of salvation (1 Thessalonians 5:8).
The helmet of salvation is the hope of eternal life. When the enemy whispers,
What if you fail? What if God gives up on you? What if your faith is not real?
the helmet answers: | am not my own; | have been bought with a price; | am
kept by the power of God for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time (1
Peter 1:5). The helmet guards the mind. When the enemy fills your thoughts
with doubt, the helmet reminds you whose you are. Isaiah says, Y ou keep himin
perfect peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trusts in you (Isaiah
26:3). The helmet is the settled confidence that nothing can separate us from the
love of God in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:38-39).

Application: Put on the helmet of salvation today—remind yourself that
nothing can separate you from the love of God in Christ.
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The Sword of the Spirit
Ephesians 6:17 m

The only offensive weapon in Paul's list is the sword of the Spirit, which is the
word of God (Ephesians 6:17). The Greek word is rhema, meaning a spoken
word, a specific word for the moment. Thisis not just the Bible on the shelf; it is
the Bible on your lips. Hebrews says, For the word of God is living and active,
sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit,
of joints and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the heart
(Hebrews 4:12). When Jesus was tempted in the wilderness, three times He
answered, It iswritten (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). He did not argue with the devil; He
guoted Scripture. The sword of the Spirit is the word of God wielded in the
moment of temptation. A sword is not useful if it stays in the sheath; it must be
drawn. Thisiswhy Scripture memory is not optional for the Christian—it is the
ammunition in the battle. When the enemy attacks, the Spirit brings to mind the
verse we have hidden in our hearts (John 14:26).

Application: Memorize one verse this week and have it ready—the sword of
the Spirit is drawn by a mind that has hidden the Word in its heart.
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Prayer asWarfare
Ephesians 6:18 m

Paul ends the armor passage not with a weapon, but with prayer: praying at all
times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep alert with
all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints (Ephesians 6:18). Prayer
is not a preliminary to the battle; it is the battle. James says, The prayer of a
righteous person has great power as it is working (James 5:16). Jesus told the
parable of the persistent widow to the effect that we ought always to pray and
not lose heart (Luke 18:1). In prayer we are not alone—the Spirit Himself
intercedes for us with groanings too deep for words (Romans 8:26-27). The
Christian who prays is not a passive bystander; heis on the front lines. Paul asks
the Ephesians to pray for him, that words may be given to him in opening his
mouth boldly to proclaim the mystery of the gospel (Ephesians 6:19). If the
apostle Paul needed the prayers of the church, so do we. The armor is not worn
only in private; it is worn as the church prays together, alert, persistent, and full
of the Spirit.

Application: Pray on the armor this week—not just as a habit, but as a
soldier preparing for battle.
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Temptation
Matthew 4:1-11 m

The first strategy of the enemy is temptation, and the clearest example is the
temptation of Jesus in the wilderness. Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights,
and the tempter came to Him with three specific temptations: to turn stones into
bread (flesh), to throw Himself from the temple (pride and presumption), and to
bow down to Satan for the kingdoms of the world (eyes and ambition). Each
time, Jesus answered with Scripture: It is written (Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The
enemy tried to use Scripture too, but he twisted it (Matthew 4:6)—and Jesus
answered with Scripture rightly applied. Temptation is not sin. Hebrews says
Jesus was tempted in every way as we are, yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15). Paul
promises that God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will aso provide the way of escape, that you
may be able to endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13). The enemy tempts, but he does
not overpower. Thereisawaysaway out, and it is usually averse, aprayer, or a
brother or sister in Christ.

Application: When temptation comes, look for the way of escape—quote
Scripture, pray, and reach out to a believer.
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Accusation & Condemnation
Revelation 12:10 m

One of the enemy's names is the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them day
and night before our God (Revelation 12:10). He is a prosecutor, and his
courtroom is your own conscience. He brings up your past, your failures, your
hidden sins, and he whispers: How can you call yourself a Christian? Zechariah
3 gives us a picture of this. Joshua the high priest stands before the angel of the
LORD, and Satan stands at his right hand to accuse him. But the LORD says to
Satan, The LORD rebuke you, O Satan! And then the LORD commands that
Joshua's filthy garments be removed and replaced with pure vestments, saying,
Behold, | have taken your iniquity away from you (Zechariah 3:1-5). Thisisthe
gospel. The accuser points to our sin; God points to the cross. Paul declares,
There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus
(Romans 8:1). When the enemy accuses you of a sin you have aready
confessed, do not argue with him. Agree with God that it was sin, thank Him
that it is forgiven, and point to the cross. 1 John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. The accuser is silenced by the blood of the Lamb (Revelation
12:11).

Application: When the accuser brings up your past, do not defend
yourself—thank God that it is forgiven and point to the cross.
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Deception & False Doctrine
2 Corinthians 11:13-15m

The enemy is not only an accuser; he is a deceiver. Paul writes that Satan
disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14). He does not come
with horns and a pitchfork; he comes with a smile, a Bible in his hand, and a
message that sounds almost right. Paul warns Timothy that the Spirit expressly
saysthat in later times some will depart from the faith by devoting themselves to
deceitful spirits and teachings of demons (1 Timothy 4:1). Jesus warned that
false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great signs and wonders,
S0 as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect (Matthew 24:24). The defense
against deception is not a suspicious spirit; it is a deep knowledge of the truth.
The Bereans were commended because they received the word with all
eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if these things were so (Acts
17:11). The enemy's greatest weapon against a well-taught Christian is a subtle
distortion of the truth. The way to stand is to know the whole counsel of God
and to test everything against it.

Application: Test everything you hear against Scripture—the enemy's
favoritelieis a half-truth.
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Division
2 Corinthians 2:10-11 m

Paul writes to the Corinthians about forgiving an offender, lest Satan should take
advantage of us; for we are not ignorant of his designs (2 Corinthians 2:11). The
specific scheme Paul has in mind is division in the church. Unforgiveness,
unresolved conflict, gossip, and factionalism are not just social problems; they
are doors for the enemy. James says, For where jealousy and selfish ambition
exist, there will be disorder and every vile practice (James 3:16). Proverbs lists
among the things God hates the one who sows discord among brothers (Proverbs
6:19). The enemy knows he cannot destroy the church from the outside unless
he first divides it from the inside. This is why Paul tells the Ephesians not to let
the sun go down on their anger, and not to give opportunity to the devil
(Ephesians 4:26-27). When we refuse to forgive, when we nurse grievances,
when we take sides against a brother, we are building a house for the enemy.
The unity of the church is not a pleasant extra; it isafront in the war. The body
of Christ stands together, or it falls divided.

Application: Guard the unity of your church—resolve conflict quickly,
forgive freely, and never speak against a brother in Christ.



Discour agement
Nehemiah 6:1-9m

When Nehemiah was rebuilding the walls of Jerusalem, the enemy tried
mockery, then threats, then a subtle invitation to come down and negotiate.
Nehemiah replied, | am doing a great work and | cannot come down (Nehemiah
6:3). Then the enemy sent a letter accusing him of plotting rebellion, and
Nehemiah prayed, Now strengthen my hands (Nehemiah 6:9). Discouragement
is one of the enemy's favorite weapons against the servants of God. Elijah, after
the greatest victory of hislife on Mount Carmel, was so depressed that he asked
God to take hislife (1 Kings 19:4). God met him not with rebuke, but with rest,
food, and a gentle whisper (1 Kings 19:5-13). Discouragement is not a sign that
you are afailure; it is often asign that you are tired. The remedy is not always to
do more; sometimesit isto rest, to eat, to sleep, and to let God speak. Peter says,
Cast al your anxieties on him, because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:7). The
enemy wants you to believe that your labor isin vain. God says, those who wait
for the LORD shall renew their strength (Isaiah 40:31).

Application: When discouragement comes, don't make big decisions—rest,
pray, and let God strengthen your hands.
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Pride & Ambition
1 Timothy 3:6-7 m

Paul gives a sober warning about church leaders: he must not be a recent
convert, or he may become puffed up with conceit and fal into the
condemnation of the devil (1 Timothy 3:6). He adds that the leader must be well
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, into a snare of the
devil (1 Timothy 3:7). Pride is the original sin, the sin of Satan himself. |saiah
14 describes the ambition of the enemy: | will ascend to heaven; above the stars
of God | will set my throne on high... I will make myself like the Most High
(Isaiah 14:13-14). Prideis not just thinking too highly of yourself; it is forgetting
that everything you have was given to you (1 Corinthians 4:7). James says, God
opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble (James 4:6). The enemy uses
pride to bring down leaders, and he uses it to divide churches. The antidote to
pride is not low self-esteem; it is the cross. When we see what Christ did for us,
we cannot be proud. When we see how much we have been forgiven, we cannot
look down on others.

Application: Ask God to keep you humble—pride is the doorway the enemy
uses to bring down the strongest.
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God Will Not Tempt You Beyond What You Can
Bear
1 Corinthians 10:13 m

Paul writes, No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is
faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the
temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to
endure it (1 Corinthians 10:13). This is one of the most important promises in
Scripture for spiritual warfare. It means that the enemy cannot overpower you.
He cannot bring a temptation that is stronger than the grace of God at work in
you. He has a ceiling, and that ceiling is the faithfulness of God. Hebrews says
that Jesus Himself suffered when tempted, so He is able to help those who are
being tempted (Hebrews 2:18). God does not promise to remove all temptation;
He promises to provide a way of escape. The way of escape may be averse, a
prayer, a phone call to a friend, a change of circumstances, or smply the
strength to endure. It is alwaysthere, and it is always His grace.

Application: When you feel overwhelmed by temptation, look for the way of
escape—God has already provided it.
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Resist the Devil

James4:.7-8m

James gives one of the clearest commands in Scripture: Submit yourselves
therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God,
and he will draw near to you (James 4:7-8). The order matters. First, submit to
God. Then resist the devil. You cannot resist the devil on your own; you resist
him as one who is already under God's authority. Jesus resisted the devil in the
wilderness by quoting Scripture (Matthew 4:10), and the devil left Him. Peter
says, Resist him, firm in your faith (1 Peter 5:9). Resistance is not passive; it is
active. It means refusing to give the enemy a foothold (Ephesians 4:27). It
means putting on the armor, standing your ground, and holding firm. The
promise is clear: he will flee from you. Not because you are strong, but because
you are standing in Christ. The enemy is not afraid of you; he is afraid of the
Oneinyou.

Application: Submit to God, then resist the enemy—you don't fight for
victory, you fight from it.
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The Authority of the Believer
Luke 10:17-20 m

When the seventy-two returned from their mission, they rejoiced, saying, Lord,
even the demons are subject to us in your name (Luke 10:17). Jesus answered, |
saw Satan fal like lightning from heaven. Behold, | have given you authority to
tread on serpents and scorpions, and over al the power of the enemy, and
nothing shall hurt you (Luke 10:18-19). This authority is not our own; it is the
authority of Christ, delegated to His disciples. Paul prays that we would know
the immeasurable greatness of his power toward us who believe, according to
the working of his great might (Ephesians 1:19). Jesus said, All authority in
heaven and on earth has been given to me (Matthew 28:18), and then He sent
His disciples out in that authority. When we pray in Jesus name, we are not
using a formula; we are standing in a Person. The enemy is a defeated foe, and
the believer who knows their authority in Christ does not cower before him. But
notice the balance: Jesus told the disciples to rejoice not that the spirits were
subject to them, but that their names are written in heaven (Luke 10:20).
Authority is not the ground of our joy; Christis.

Application: Regjoicein your authority in Christ, but remember that your joy
isnot in power over demons—it isin your name being written in heaven.
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Confession & Repentance
1John1:9m

Sin is the enemy's greatest foothold in a believer's life. But John gives us the
remedy: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and
to cleanse us from al unrighteousness (1 John 1:9). Confession is not telling
God something He does not know; it is agreeing with Him about what He
aready knows. David said, When | kept silent, my bones wasted away through
my groaning all day long... | acknowledged my sin to you, and | did not cover
my iniquity; | said, | will confess my transgressions to the LORD, and you
forgave the iniquity of my sin (Psalm 32:3-5). Solomon wrote, Whoever
conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses and forsakes
them will obtain mercy (Proverbs 28:13). The enemy wants us to hide our sin,
because hidden sin is his territory. Confession drags sin into the light, and the
light is where the enemy cannot go. James adds, Confess your sins to one
another and pray for one another, that you may be healed (James 5:16). Thereis
power in confession—first to God, then to trusted believers.

Application: Confess any sin you've been hiding today—confession is not
weakness, it is how you take ground back from the enemy.
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The Blood of the Lamb
Revelation 12:11 m

Revelation gives us one of the most powerful verses on spiritual warfare: And
they have conquered him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their
testimony, for they loved not their lives even unto death (Revelation 12:11). The
blood of Jesusis the ground of every victory over the enemy. Paul says, In him
we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses
(Ephesians 1:7). Hebrews says, how much more will the blood of Christ, who
through the eternal Spirit offered himself without blemish to God, purify our
conscience from dead works to serve the living God (Hebrews 9:14). Peter says
we were ransomed with the precious blood of Christ, like that of alamb without
blemish or spot (1 Peter 1:18-19). The blood is not a magic formulg; it is the
finished work of Christ applied to our lives. When the enemy accuses us, the
blood says, forgiven. When he threatens us, the blood says, redeemed. When he
attacks us, the blood says, protected. The blood of the Lamb is not something we
wield as aweapon; it isthe victory that has already been won for us.

Application: When the enemy attacks, rest in the finished work of the
cross—the blood of Christ has already secured your victory.
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Strongholds & Taking Every Thought
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 m

Paul writes, For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according
to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine
power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). A stronghold is a pattern of thinking that has been
built up in the mind over time—a habit of doubt, aroot of bitterness, a lie about
God, a fear that controls. Strongholds are not broken by willpower; they are
broken by the truth of God's Word. We take every thought captive by examining
it against Scripture. Paul tells the Romans, Do not be conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewal of your mind (Romans 12:2). He tells the
Philippians to think about whatever is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely,
commendable, excellent, worthy of praise (Philippians 4:8). The battlefield isin
the mind, and the weapon is the truth of God applied to every thought. When a
thought rises against the knowledge of God, we do not entertain it; we capture it
and replace it with what God has said.

Application: Take one recurring thought captive today—name it, test it
against Scripture, and replace it with the truth.
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TheFinal Victory
Revelation 20:10 m

The end of the story is not uncertain. Revelation tells us, and the devil who had
deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where the beast and
the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and
ever (Revelation 20:10). The enemy's defeat is complete, final, and eternal. Paul
writes that Christ must reign until he has put al his enemies under his feet. The
last enemy to be destroyed is death (1 Corinthians 15:25-26). And then the
vision of the end: | heard a loud voice from the throne saying, Behold, the
dwelling place of God iswith man. He will dwell with them, and they will be his
people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away
(Revelation 21:3-4). Every battle we fight now is fought in the light of a victory
that is already guaranteed. The enemy is a defeated foe. His time is short. The
war iswon. We fight not as those who are hoping to win, but as those who have
already been promised the crown.

Application: Fight today in the light of the final victory—the enemy's defeat
is certain, and your victory is securein Christ.
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TheLord Rebuke You
Jude1:9m

Jude gives us a curious and important example: But when the archangel
Michael, contending with the devil, was disputing about the body of Moses, he
did not presume to pronounce a blasphemous judgment, but said, The Lord
rebuke you (Jude 1:9). Michael, one of the highest angels, did not rebuke the
devil in his own authority; he appeaed to the authority of the Lord. Thisis a
critical lesson for spiritual warfare. We do not fight the enemy with our own
anger, our own authority, or our own words. We fight him in the name of the
Lord. Zechariah 3:2 records the same phrase: The LORD rebuke you, O Satan!
The LORD who has chosen Jerusalem rebuke you! Is not this a brand plucked
from the fire? When the enemy attacks, we do not need to shout at him, rebuke
him in our own strength, or claim a personal authority we do not have. We
simply appeal to the Lord: Lord, rebuke him. The battle is the Lord's, and the
victory is the Lord's, and the rebuke is the Lord's. We stand firm, we pray, and
we trust the One who has aready overcome the world (John 16:33).

Application: When the enemy attacks, don't fight him in your own
strength—appeal to the Lord: " The Lord rebuke you," and trust Him to
fight for you.



CHAPTER 4

Money, Work & Contentment
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TheEarth IstheLord's
Psaim24:1-2 m

Everything begins with ownership, and Scripture is clear about who owns what.
The earth isthe LORD's and the fullness thereof, the world and those who dwell
therein (Psalm 24:1). The cattle on a thousand hills are His (Psalm 50:10), the
silver and the gold are His (Haggai 2:8), and every beast of the forest is His
(Psalm 50:10). We do not own anything in an absolute sense; we hold it in trust.
This single truth reframes everything about money. If God owns it al, then
money is not ultimately mine to hoard, to flaunt, or to obsess over—it is His to
direct. The question changes from How much can | keep? to How does the
Owner want me to use what He has entrusted to me? The believer who really
believes Psalm 24:1 dleeps differently, gives differently, and worries differently
than the believer who functionally lives asif they are the owner.

Application: Remind yourself this week: everything you have belongs to
God—you are a steward, not an owner.
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We Are Stewards, Not Owners
1 Corinthians4:1-2 m

Paul describes himself and every Christian leader as a steward of the mysteries
of God (1 Corinthians 4:1). A steward in the ancient world was not the owner of
the household; he was the trusted manager, answerable to the master for what
had been entrusted to him. God gave humanity dominion over the earth in
Genesis 1:28, not absolute ownership but delegated authority—the right to
cultivate, care for, and use creation as God's representative. Jesus' parable of the
talents (Matthew 25:14-30) makes the same point: the master entrusts his
property to servants, and they will give an account. Every dollar, every skill,
every opportunity, every relationship is a trust. The steward's job is not to ask
What is mine? but What does the Master want done with what He has placed in
my hands? Paul adds the one thing required of stewards: that they be found
faithful (1 Corinthians 4:2). Faithfulness, not accumulation, is the measure.

Application: Ask God this week: "What do You want me to do with what
You have entrusted to me?" —and then do it.
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The Parable of the Talents
Matthew 25:14-30 m

Jesus tells the story of a master who entrusts his property to three servants—five
talents to one, two to another, one to the third, each according to his ability. The
first two servants trade and double what they were given; the third buries his
talent in the ground and returns it exactly as received. The master's verdict on
the third servant is one of the most sobering sentences in Scripture: Y ou wicked
and dlothful servant! You knew that | reap where | have not sown and gather
where | scattered no seed? Then you ought to have invested my money with the
bankers, and at my coming | should have received what was my own with
interest (Matthew 25:26-27). The third servant was condemned not for losing
money but for doing nothing with it. The parable is not mainly about investment
strategy; it is about stewardship—about the reality that God has entrusted each
of us with time, talent, and treasure, and He expects us to put them to work for
the kingdom. The question is not whether you have more or less than others. The
guestion iswhether you are faithful with what you have.

Application: Identify one gift or resource you have been burying—and put
it to work for God this week.
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We Will Give an Account
Romans 14:10-12 m

Paul writes, For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; for it is
written, As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue
shall confess to God. So then each of us will give an account of himself to God
(Romans 14:10-12). This is not a doctrine of condemnation—there is no
condemnation for those in Christ Jesus (Romans 8:1)—but it is a doctrine of
accountability. The believer will stand before Christ and give an account of how
they used what He entrusted to them: the money, the time, the opportunities, the
relationships, the spiritual gifts. Hebrews says, no creature is hidden from his
sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give
account (Hebrews 4:13). This is not meant to make you afraid; it is meant to
make you serious. The way you spend your money is not a private matter; it isa
matter for which you will one day answer to the One who gave it to you.

Application: Live today knowing you will give an account to God for how
you use what He has given you—and let that make you faithful.
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You Cannot Serve God and Money
Matthew 6:24 m

Jesus speaks one of the most direct sentences in the Sermon on the Mount: No
one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or
he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
money (Matthew 6:24). The Greek word for serve is douleuo, meaning to be a
daveto. Jesusis not saying you cannot have money; He is saying you cannot be
a slave to both God and money. One will always win. Money is a good servant
but a terrible master. Paul tells Timothy, the love of money is aroot of all kinds
of evils (1 Timothy 6:10). Note carefully: it is the love of money, not money
itself, that is the root. Money is morally neutral; it is our relationship to it that is
dangerous. Hebrews says, Keep your life free from love of money, and be
content with what you have, for he has said, | will never leave you nor forsake
you (Hebrews 13:5). The question is never Do | have too much? but Who is my
master?

Application: Ask yourself honestly: is money a tool in your hand, or a
master over your heart?
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WhereYour Treasurels
Matthew 6:19-21 m

Jesus gives one of the clearest tests of the heart: Do not lay up for yourselves
treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and
steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust
destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasureis,
there your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19-21). Notice the order: your treasure
goes first, and your heart follows. We often think the opposite—we think we
will put our money where our heart is. Jesus says the heart follows the money.
So if you want to know what your heart readly values, look at your bank
statement, not your intentions. Jesus tells the parable of the rich fool (Luke
12:15-21) to make the point: a man with full barns dies that very night, and the
guestion is asked, the things you have prepared, whose will they be? Every
dollar we hold is a temporary trust; what we do with it, however, has eternal
consequences.

Application: Look at your last month of spending—does it show where your
heart really is? Let it convict you, then adjust.
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The Rich Fool
Luke12:13-21 m

A man in the crowd asked Jesus to tell his brother to divide the family
inheritance with him. Jesus answered with awarning: Take care, and be on your
guard against all covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the abundance of
his possessions (Luke 12:15). Then He told the parable: a rich man's land
produced a great harvest, and he said to himself, What shall | do, for | have
nowhere to store my crops? And he said, | will do this: | will tear down my
barns and build larger ones, and there | will store all my grain and my goods.
And | will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years;
relax, eat, drink, be merry. But God said to him, Fool! This night your soul is
required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be? (Luke
12:17-20). The rich fool is not condemned for his business acumen; he is
condemned for his forgetfulness of God. He built bigger barns for alonger life
that he was never going to have. The parable is a mirror for every believer
tempted to think security comes from the bank account rather than from the
Giver.

Application: Ask yourself today: what barn am | building, and would God
call it foolish?
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Do Not Trust in Uncertain Riches
1 Timothy 6:17-19 m

Paul writes to Timothy with aword for those who arerich in this present age: As
for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their
hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with
everything to enjoy. They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be
generous and ready to share, thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good
foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which istruly life (1
Timothy 6:17-19). Notice the two dangers Paul names: pride and misplaced
hope. Riches are uncertain—they fluctuate, they fail, they vanish. God is
certain—He richly provides for us to enjoy. The prescription is not poverty but
generosity: therich are to be rich in good works, generous, ready to share. David
wrote, if riches increase, set not your heart on them (Psalm 62:10). Solomon
wrote, Whoever trustsin hisriches will fall, but the righteous will flourish like a
green leaf (Proverbs 11:28). The rich are not forbidden from having money; they
are commanded to hold it loosely and use it generously.

Application: If God has given you more than you need, ask Him how He
wants you to use the excess for His kingdom.
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The Deceitfulness of Riches
Mark 4:18-19 m

Jesus explains the parable of the sower, and one of the seeds falls among thorns.
He says, And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear
the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the
desires for other things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful
(Mark 4:18-19). Notice the phrase deceitfulness of riches. Money promises what
it cannot deliver: security, peace, happiness, freedom, identity. It is deceptive
precisely because it delivers some of what it promises—it does give some
comfort, some options, some status—but never the peace or the identity that
only God gives. Paul warns, those who desire to berich fall into temptation, into
asnare, into many senseless and harmful desiresthat plunge people into ruin and
destruction (1 Timothy 6:9). Proverbs observes that the rich man's wedlth is his
strong city, imagining it is an impregnable wall (Proverbs 18:11)—but no wall
saves from death, and no wall saves from God's judgment. Riches are not evil;
they are just deceitful, and we are easily deceived.

Application: Identify one lie money has whispered to you—and answer it
with a promise from God.



Do Not Worry About Money
Matthew 6:25-34 m

Jesus spends el even verses in the Sermon on the Mount on this single command:
do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, nor
about your body, what you will put on (Matthew 6:25). He points to the birds of
the air, who neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet our heavenly
Father feeds them (Matthew 6:26). He points to the lilies of the field, which are
arrayed more beautifully than Solomon in al his glory (Matthew 6:28-29). Then
He asks the deeper question: But seek first the kingdom of God and his
righteousness, and all these things will be added to you (Matthew 6:33). The
antidote to financial anxiety is not more money; it is areordered priority. When
God is first, money finds its place. When money is first, anxiety takes over.
Peter writes, Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you (1 Peter
5:7). The believer who trusts the Father does not have to be eaten by worry.

Application: Take your biggest financial fear to God today—name it, pray
it, and trust the Father who clothesthelilies.
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Godlinesswith Contentment
1 Timothy 6:6-8 m

Paul writes to Timothy: But godliness with contentment is great gain, for we
brought nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out of the world.
But if we have food and clothing, with these we will be content (1 Timothy
6:6-8). The world says the opposite: gain is measured by what you accumulate.
Paul says the greatest gain is godliness with contentment—a life that fears God
and is satisfied with what He provides. Notice the reality check: we brought
nothing into the world, and we cannot take anything out. Every cent we have is
temporary, and every cent will be left behind. If you have food and clothing,
Paul says, that is enough. Thisis not acall to poverty or to neglect; itisacall to
see that contentment is a spiritual discipline, not a financial condition. Y ou can
be anxious in a mansion and content in a hut. The issue is the heart, and the
discipline of contentment is learned, not inherited—which is why Paul says, |
have learned to be content (Philippians 4:11).

Application: Practice this prayer this week: " Lord, You are enough—teach
me to be content with what You give me."
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Work Was God's |dea

Genesis2:15m

Before the fall, before sin entered the world, God placed the man in the garden
of Eden to work it and keep it (Genesis 2:15). Work isnot acurse; it isacreation
ordinance. God gave humanity ajob before He gave them awarning. In Genesis
1:28, the first command to humanity is a work command: be fruitful and
multiply and fill the earth and subdue it, and have dominion over the fish of the
sea and over the hirds of the heavens and over every living thing that moves on
the earth. Work is part of what it means to be made in God's image—God
Himself works (John 5:17), and He made us to work aongside Him.
Ecclesiastes says, everyone should eat and drink and take pleasure in al his
toil—this is God's gift to man (Ecclesiastes 3:13). Work is not something to
escape; it is a gift to be received, a calling to be fulfilled, a place where God
meets us. The Christian does not work to escape the world; he works to serve it
in Christ's name.

Application: Reframe your work today—see it not asa curse to endure but a
calling to fulfill before God.
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Work asuntothelLord
Colossians 3:23-24 m

Paul writes, Whatever you do, work heartily, as for the Lord and not for men,
knowing that from the Lord you will receive the inheritance as your reward. Y ou
are serving the Lord Christ (Colossians 3:23-24). This single verse changes
everything about how a Christian works. The audience is no longer the boss, the
customer, the co-worker, or the critic—the audience is Christ. The work is no
longer ultimately for the paycheck; it is for the Lord who sees in secret and
rewards openly. This does not make the work less important; it makes it
infinitely more important. A Christian sweeping floors is doing work as sacred
as a pastor preaching a sermon, if both are done as unto the Lord. Paul tells the
Corinthians, So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory
of God (1 Corinthians 10:31). And he tells the Romans, Do not be dothful in
zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord (Romans 12:11). The Christian who
works as unto the Lord cannot be lazy, cannot be sloppy, cannot cut corners,
because Christ is watching.

Application: Before you work today, ask: "Jesus, | am doing this for
You—what would You have me do?"
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The Sluggard and the Ant
Proverbs6:6-11 m

Proverbs gives us avivid picture of the sluggard—the lazy person. Go to the ant,
O sluggard; consider her ways, and be wise. Without having any chief, officer,
or ruler, she prepares her bread in summer and gathers her food in harvest
(Proverbs 6:6-8). The ant has no supervisor, no deadline, no boss standing over
her—and yet she works with industry and foresight. The sluggard has every
excuse: The duggard says, There is a lion in the road! There is a lion in the
streets! (Proverbs 26:13)—there is aways a reason to not work. And the
warning is severe: A little sleep, alittle slumber, alittle folding of the hands to
rest, and poverty will come upon you like a robber, and want like an armed man
(Proverbs 6:10-11). The Bible is not against rest—it commands rest, it
commands the Sabbath—but it is against the sluggard's self-destructive laziness.
Work is part of how God provides for us, and the believer is called to labor
honestly, industriously, and with foresight.

Application: Deal with the one area of laziness in your life this week—do
the work you've been avoiding.
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If Anyone IsNot Willing to Work

2 Thessalonians 3:6-12 m

Paul writes to the Thessalonians, For even when we were with you, we would
give you this command: If anyone is not willing to work, let him not eat (2
Thessalonians 3:10). This is a strong word, but it is a biblical one. Paul is not
talking about those unable to work—the sick, the elderly, the disabled—but
about those who can work and refuse. He had already told the Thessalonians, to
aspire to live quietly, to mind your own affairs, and to work with your hands (1
Thessalonians 4:11). He practiced what he preached, working as a tentmaker so
he would not be a burden (2 Thessalonians 3:8). And he tells the Ephesians, Let
the thief no longer steal, but rather let him labor, doing honest work with his
own hands, so that he may have something to share with anyone in need
(Ephesians 4:28). Notice the goa of work here: not just self-provision, but
generosity. Work is a gift that gives you something to give away.

Application: Commit to honest labor this week—and ask how your work
can become generosity to someone in need.
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Rest IsAlso Holy

Genesis2:2-3m

Work is holy, and so is rest. The very first thing God does after creating the
world isto rest. And on the seventh day God finished his work that he had done,
and he rested on the seventh day from all his work that he had done. So God
blessed the seventh day and made it holy (Genesis 2:2-3). Therest of God is not
asign of weakness; it is a declaration that the world does not depend on us. God
commanded Isragl to rest on the Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11), and Jesus said, The
Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath (Mark 2:27)—rest is a gift,
not a burden. Hebrews says, So then, there remains a Sabbath rest for the people
of God (Hebrews 4:9). Christians are caled to live a rhythm of work and rest
that mirrors God's own rhythm. That means: you are not the world's Savior, you
cannot work all the time without breaking, and you are commanded to stop. The
believer who cannot rest is a believer who has forgotten that God is on the
throne—and that He does not need their twenty-four-hour attention to keep the
world running.

Application: Take one full day of rest this week—no work, no screens, just
God and the people you love.
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Do Not Be Anxious About Tomorrow's Work
Matthew 6:34 m

Jesus says, Therefore do not be anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be
anxious for itself. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble (Matthew 6:34). The
Christian who works as unto the Lord still lives one day at a time. Jesus is not
discouraging foresight; He is discouraging anxiety about tomorrow. Proverbs
says, Do not boast about tomorrow, for you do not know what a day may bring
(Proverbs 27:1). James says, Come now, you who say, Today or tomorrow we
will go into such and such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a
profit—yet you do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For
you are a mist that appears for alittle time and then vanishes. Instead you ought
to say, If the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that (James 4:13-15). The
Psalmist adds, It isin vain that you rise up early and go late to rest, eating the
bread of anxious toil; for he gives to his beloved sleep (Psalm 127:2). Work
faithfully today, and leave tomorrow in God's hands. He will provide, as He
always has.

Application: Do today's work faithfully, and hand tomorrow's work to
God—Heis already there.
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God Lovesa Cheerful Giver
2 Corinthians 9:6-8 m

Paul writes, The point is this: whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly,
and whoever sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. Each one must give as
he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). Notice that Paul is not commanding a
specific amount; he is commanding a specific attitude. Give as you have decided
in your heart—not under compulsion, not out of guilt, but cheerfully. And then
the great promise: And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that
having al sufficiency in al things at all times, you may abound in every good
work (2 Corinthians 9:8). Generosity is not a drain on your resources; it is a
channel of God's grace. L uke records Jesus saying, Give, and it will be given to
you. Good measure, pressed down, shaken together, running over, will be put
into your lap (Luke 6:38). And Paul quotes Jesus (who did not say it in the
Gospels): It is more blessed to give than to receive (Acts 20:35). The cheerful
giver is not someone who has more than enough; it is someone who trusts God
to provide.

Application: Give something away this week—not because you can afford
it, but because you trust God to provide.
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TheWidow's Two Mites
Mark 12:41-44 m

Jesus sat opposite the temple treasury and watched people put money into the
offering box. Many rich people put in large sums. And a poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which make a penny (Mark 12:41-42). Jesus
called His disciples and said, Truly, | say to you, this poor widow has put in
more than al those who are contributing to the offering box. For they al
contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in
everything she had, al she had to live on (Mark 12:43-44). The widow's gift is
the clearest picture in Scripture that generosity is measured by the heart, not by
the amount. She gave two copper coins; the rich gave much more. But she gave
more than all of them, because she gave out of her poverty, and she gave al she
had. The question generosity asks is not How much did you give? but How
much of yourself did you give? and How much did you trust God when you
gave?

Application: Do not measure your generosity by the amount—measure it by
thetrust it showsin God.



The Macedonian Gener osity
2 Corinthians 8:1-5m

Paul tells the Corinthians about the churches of Macedonia, who, in the midst of
extreme poverty, gave with overflowing joy. We want you to know, brothers,
about the grace of God that has been given among the churches of Macedonia,
for in aseveretest of affliction, their abundance of joy and their extreme poverty
have overflowed in awealth of generosity on their part. For they gave according
to their means, as | can testify, and beyond their means, of their own accord,
begging us earnestly for the favor of taking part in the relief of the saints (2
Corinthians 8:1-4). Thisis one of the most remarkable passages in Scripture. A
church in poverty, under affliction, begged to give more. They did not give
because they were commanded; they gave because they had received grace, and
grace overflowed in generosity. And their giving was not just money—they first
gave themselves to the Lord and to Paul by the will of God (2 Corinthians 8:5).
True generosity begins with giving yourself to God, and everything else follows.

Application: Ask God for the grace of generosity—a grace that overflows
even when your circumstances aretight.
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Contentment Is L ear ned
Philippians 4:11-13 m

Paul writes, Not that | am speaking of being in need, for | have learned in
whatever situation | am to be content. | know how to be brought low, and | know
how to abound. In any and every circumstance, | have learned the secret of
facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. | can do all things through him
who strengthens me (Philippians 4:11-13). Notice the word learned.
Contentment is not a personality trait; it is alearned discipline. Paul learned it in
prison, in hunger, in abundance, in need. And notice the famous verse in its true
context: | can do al things through him who strengthens me is not a promise of
athletic victory or business success; it is a promise of contentment in Christ in
every circumstance. The Christian who has learned contentment is free from the
tyranny of comparison, the dlavery of consumerism, and the anxiety of aways
needing more. They have what they need, and they have Christ—and Christ is
enough.

Application: Ask God to teach you the secret Paul learned—contentment in
Christ, in every circumstance.
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ThelLord IsMy Shepherd
Psalm23:1-6 m

The most beloved psalm in Scripture begins with six words that answer every
financial fear: The LORD is my shepherd; | shall not want (Psalm 23:1). David
does not say The LORD is my boss or The LORD is my employer, though both
aretrue. He says The LORD is my shepherd. A shepherd provides for the sheep,
protects the sheep, guides the sheep, and knows each sheep by name. If the Lord
is your shepherd, then your deepest need is already met—not because you have
everything you want, but because you have everything you need. Jesus says, |
am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down hislife for the sheep (John
10:11). Ezekiel promised that God Himself would come and shepherd His
people (Ezekiel 34:11-16)—and Jesus is the fulfillment of that promise.
Revelation says, the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be their shepherd, and
he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will wipe away every tear
from their eyes (Revelation 7:17). The believer who truly knows the Shepherd
does not have to be consumed by financial anxiety, because the Shepherd
provides.

Application: Pray Psalm 23 slowly this week, and let each line re-shape
your trust.
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Do Not Lovethe World's Money
1John 2:15-17 m

John writes, Do not love the world or the thingsin the world. If anyone lovesthe
world, the love of the Father is not in him. For al that is in the world—the
desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life—is not from the
Father but is from the world. And the world is passing away along with its
desires, but whoever does the will of God abides forever (1 John 2:15-17). John
is not against enjoying creation or being grateful for what God provides; he is
against loving the world—being shaped by its desires, its values, its ambitions.
James says, You adulterous people! Do you not know that friendship with the
world is enmity with God? (James 4:4). The love of the world and the love of
the Father are mutually exclusive; one crowds out the other. The world is
passing away—every dollar in your bank account, every status symbol, every
trophy, every possession. What abides forever is the will of God. The Christian
who has learned to love the Father and His will more than the world is free of
the tyranny of materialism.

Application: Ask yourself honestly: what part of the world have | been
loving? Takeit to God and ask Him to free you.
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Giveto God What IsGod's
Matthew 22:15-22 m

The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus with a question about paying taxes to Caesar.
They thought they had cornered Him into either offending Rome or offending
the people. Jesus asked for a coin, and said, Whose likeness and inscription is
this? They said, Caesar's. Then he said to them, Therefore render to Caesar the
things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's (Matthew
22:19-21). The line is not between secular and sacred; it is between what is
Caesar's and what is God's. Caesar's coin belongs to Caesar; the coin bears
Caesar's image. But the human being belongs to God; the human being bears
God's image (Genesis 1:27). The command is not Do not pay taxes or Do not be
involved in the world; the command is Be sure you give to God what belongs to
God. Everything belongs to God—your life, your money, your time, your skills,
your relationships. The Christian who renders to Caesar what is Caesar's and to
God what is God's has the right order: God first, everything else second.

Application: Look at your life today—are you giving God what is God's, or
only what is left over?
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Seek First the Kingdom
Matthew 6:33 m

The single sentence that reorders every financia decision in your life: But seek
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
added to you (Matthew 6:33). What things? The food, the drink, the
clothing—the basic provisions of life that Jesus has just told us not to be anxious
about. The promise is not that you will be rich; the promise is that you will be
provided for. The condition is not a formula—it is a priority. Seek first the
kingdom of God. Everything elsefallsin line behind that. Jesus tells the parable
of the hidden treasure (Matthew 13:44) and the pearl of great value (Matthew
13:45-46) to show what the kingdom is worth: a man sells everything he has to
buy the field, and a merchant sells everything he has to buy the pearl. The
kingdom is worth more than everything else combined. The Christian who has
truly grasped that is free from the anxiety of money, the slavery of money, and
the tyranny of comparison. He seeks first the kingdom, and everything else is
added.

Application: Re-order your life around one priority this week: seek first the
kingdom of God—and watch everything else fall into place.
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CHAPTER 5

Marriage & Family
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Marriage as God's Design
Genesis2:18-25m

Marriage is not a human invention; it is God's design. In Genesis 2, God sees
that it is not good for the man to be alone, and He says, | will make him a helper
fit for him (Genesis 2:18). He forms the woman from the man's side—not from
his head to rule over him, and not from his feet to be trampled by him, as
Matthew Henry famously said, but from his side to be equal with him, under his
arm to be protected, and near his heart to be loved. The man sees her and says,
This at last is bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh (Genesis 2:23). The
chapter ends with the first wedding: Therefore a man shall leave his father and
his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall become one flesh (Genesis
2:24). Jesus quotes this exact verse in Matthew 19:5 when He is asked about
divorce, treating Genesis 2:24 as the foundation of al marriage. Marriage is
God's good design for companionship, for procreation, for mutual help, and for
the display of covenant love.

Application: Thank God for the gift of marriage as His design—and if you
aremarried, ask Him to help you cherish it.
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The Two Become One Flesh

Genesis2:24 m

Genesis 2:24 is the Bible's one-sentence definition of marriage: Therefore aman
shall leave his father and his mother and hold fast to his wife, and they shall
become one flesh. There are three movements here. First, leaving—a new
identity is formed, a new household begins, and primary loyalty shifts from
parents to spouse. Second, holding fast—the Hebrew word davak means to
cling, to be glued together, to be joined inseparably. Third, one flesh—the union
of body, soul, and life. Jesus quotes this verse in Matthew 19:5 and then adds a
comment that is one of the most important sentences in Scripture on marriage:
So they are no longer two but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together,
let not man separate (Matthew 19:6). The one-flesh union is not merely a
physical act; it is the whole-life union of two people before God. And notice: it
is God who joins. Marriage is not just a human contract between two willing
parties; it isadivine act, and that iswhy it cannot be dissolved casually.

Application: If you are married, treat your marriage as a union God
Himself has made—not a contract you can walk away from when it is hard.
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Marriage asa Picture of Christ and the Church
Ephesians 5:22-33 m

Paul says the deepest meaning of marriageis that it is a picture of Christ and the
church. He writes, Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and
gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the
washing of water with the word, so that he might present the church to himself
in splendor (Ephesians 5:25-27). And then he says, This mystery is profound,
and | am saying that it refers to Christ and the church (Ephesians 5:32). Every
Christian marriage is meant to be aliving parable. The husband's sacrificial love
pictures Christ's sacrificia love for His bride. The wife's respectful submission
pictures the church's glad submission to her Lord. This is why marriage matters
so much—not just for the couple, but for the gospel. A marriage that reflects
Christ and the church is a testimony to a watching world. A marriage that
distorts it is a distorting of the picture. This is why marriage is worth fighting
for, and why the enemy attacks it so relentlessly.

Application: Ask yourself today: does my marriage make Christ and the
church more believable, or less?
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The Marriage Covenant
Malachi 2:14-16 m

Scripture calls marriage a covenant, not merely a contract. Malachi rebukes the
men of Israel for divorcing their wives: The LORD was witness between you
and the wife of your youth, to whom you have been faithless, though sheis your
companion and your wife by covenant (Malachi 2:14). Proverbs describes the
adulteress as one who forgets the covenant of her God (Proverbs 2:17). A
contract is a transaction between two parties that can be dissolved by mutual
agreement. A covenant is a sacred bond made before God, with God as witness,
that is not to be broken. This is why God says, For | hate divorce, says the
LORD, the God of Israel (Maachi 2:16). Not because He hates divorced
people—He is full of compassion for the brokenhearted—but because He hates
what divorce does to the covenant, to the couple, to the children, and to the
picture of Christ and the church. Marriage is a covenant, and covenants are
meant to be kept.

Application: Treat your marriage as a covenant made before God—not a
contract you can renegotiate when you feel likeit.
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Marriage IsHonorable
Hebrews13:4 m

Hebrews gives one of the clearest positive statements about marriage in the New
Testament: Let marriage be held in honor among al, and let the marriage bed be
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous (Hebrews
13:4). Marriage is to be honored—publicly, culturally, and personally. The
marriage bed is to be kept pure—which means both that sexual intimacy within
marriage is good and holy, and that sexual intimacy outside marriage is not. The
world tells us the opposite: that marriage is optional, that sex is a recreational
activity, that commitment is a cage. The Bible says marriage is honorable—it is
a gift of God, a picture of Christ, and a foundation of society. Paul tells the
Corinthians that because of temptation, each man should have his own wife and
each woman her own husband, and that they should not deprive each other
except by agreement for atime, so that Satan may not tempt them (1 Corinthians
7:2-5). The marriage bed is a protection, a gift, and a picture of covenant love.

Application: Honor marriage this week—in how you speak about it, how
you pray for it, and how you liveit if you are married.
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Husbands: Love as Christ Loved
Ephesians 5:25-30 m

Paul gives the husband a command that is staggering in its scope: Husbands,
love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her
(Ephesians 5:25). The standard is not | love you when you are lovely or | love
you when you deserve it—the standard is Christ's love for the church, which He
demonstrated on the cross while we were still sinners. The husband is called to
sacrificia love, sanctifying love, nourishing love, and cherishing love
(Ephesians 5:25-29). Paul tells the Colossians, Husbands, love your wives, and
do not be harsh with them (Colossians 3:19). Peter adds that husbands are to live
with their wives in an understanding way, showing honor to the woman as the
weaker vessel, since they are heirs with you of the grace of life, so that your
prayers may not be hindered (1 Peter 3:7). Thisisnot alovethat isearned; itisa
lovethat isgiven. And it isalove that is measured by the cross.

Application: Husbands, ask yoursdlf this week: does my love for my wife
look like Christ's love for the church—sacrificial, patient, and constant?
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Wives: Respect and Submission
Ephesians 5:22-24, 33 m

Paul writes, Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the
husband is the head of the wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his
body, and is himself its Savior. Now as the church submits to Christ, so also
wives should submit in everything to their husbands (Ephesians 5:22-24). And
then, in his summary: Let each one of you love his wife as himself, and let the
wife see that she respects her husband (Ephesians 5:33). The word
submit—hypotasso in Greek—is a military word meaning to arrange oneself
under. It is not a word of inferiority; it is a word of order. It is the same word
used of Christ submitting to His parents (Luke 2:51) and of believers submitting
to one another (Ephesians 5:21). Paul is not saying women are inferior; he is
saying there is an order in marriage that reflects the order in the Trinity. Peter
adds that wives of unbelieving husbands may win them without a word by their
respectful conduct (1 Peter 3:1-2). And in al of this, the wife's worth is not
measured by her submission; it is measured by her identity in Christ.

Application: Wives, ask God to help you respect your husbhand—not
because he has earned it, but because Christ is honored by it.

78



Mutual Submission
Ephesians 5:21 m

The most important verse on submission in marriage is the one that gets quoted
least: submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21).
This verse is the header for everything that follows in Ephesians
5:22-6:9—wives and husbands, children and parents, servants and masters. All
of it flows out of mutual submission. Paul tells the Philippians, Do nothing from
selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more significant than
yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the
interests of others (Philippians 2:3-4). And then he gives the greatest example:
Have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, who, though
he was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be
grasped, but emptied himself, taking the form of a servant (Philippians 2:5-7).
Mutual submission is not a loss of identity; it is the shape of the gospel. And it
makes the wife's submission in Ephesians 5:22-24 and the husband's love in
Ephesians 5:25 understandable—both are expressions of the same
gospel-shaped life.

Application: Practice mutual submission this week—look for one way to put
your spouse'sinterests ahead of your own.
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The Husband's Role asHead
1 Corinthians 11:3 m

Paul writes, But | want you to understand that the head of every man is Christ,
the head of a wife is her hushand, and the head of Christ is God (1 Corinthians
11:3). Headship in Scripture is not tyranny; it is Christlike leadership. Christ is
the head of the church, and He laid down His life for the church (Ephesians
5:25). The husband who is head of his wife is called to lead the way Christ
leads—by serving, by sacrificing, by protecting, by nourishing. Paul goesonin
1 Corinthians 11:8-12 to insist that man and woman are not independent of each
other—woman was made from man, but man is born of woman, and al things
are from God. Headship is not a statement about superiority; it is a statement
about order, responsibility, and Christlike love. The husband will give an
account to God for how he led his family. And the whole thing is meant to
picture Christ and the church.

Application: Husbands, if you lead, lead like Christ—by laying down your
life, not by lording it over anyone.
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The Wife'sRole as Helper

Genesis2:18 m

The first word God says about the woman is that she is a helper fit for him
(Genesis 2:18). The Hebrew word is ezer, which is aso used of God Himself as
Isragl's helper (Psalm 121:2; Psalm 146:5). So being a helper is not a lower
role—it isadivine role. The woman is a match for the man, a strength alongside
him, a partner in the work God has given them together. Proverbs 31 paints a
stunning portrait of a woman who fears the Lord—she rises before dawn,
provides for her household, buys a field, plants a vineyard, cares for the poor,
speaks with wisdom, and her husband praises her (Proverbs 31:10-31). She is
not a wallflower; she is an active, industrious, wise partner in the household.
The role of helper is not the role of doormat; it is the role of the one who comes
alongside to strengthen, support, and complete.

Application: Wives, see your role as helper as God sees it—a divine calling,
a strength alongside, a partner in the work of the Lord.
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Communication and Conflict in Marriage
Ephesians 4:25-32 m

Paul gives the church in Ephesus a series of commands that are especially
relevant to marriage: Therefore, having put away falsehood, et each one of you
speak the truth with his neighbor, for we are members one of another. Be angry
and do not sin; do not let the sun go down on your anger, and give no
opportunity to the devil... Let no corrupting talk come out of your mouths, but
only such asis good for building up... Let al bitterness and wrath and anger and
clamor and slander be put away from you, along with all malice. Be kind to one
another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, as God in Christ forgave you
(Ephesians 4:25-32). Proverbs says, A soft answer turns away wrath, but a harsh
word stirs up anger (Proverbs 15:1). James says, Know this, my beloved
brothers:. let every person be quick to hear, low to speak, slow to anger (James
1:19). Conflict in marriage is inevitable—two sinners living in close quarters
will clash. The question is not whether you will have conflict but how you will
handle it: with truth and grace, with quick forgiveness, with soft answers, with
quick listening.

Application: This week, practice one discipline of conflict: either listen
more than you speak, or forgive faster than you are forgiven.
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Children Are a Gift from God
Psaim 127:3-5m

The Psalmist writes, Behold, children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of
the womb a reward. Like arrows in the hand of a warrior are the children of
one's youth. Blessed is the man who fills his quiver with them! (Psalm 127:3-5).
Children are not a burden; they are a heritage and a reward. They are arrows in
the hand of a warrior—which means they are meant to be aimed, directed, and
released with purpose. The Bible also says, Grandchildren are the crown of the
aged, and the glory of children is their fathers (Proverbs 17:6). Children are a
gift of God, and the way we treat them reflects what we believe about the Giver.
In a culture that treats children as an inconvenience—or as an accessory, or as a
lifestyle choice—the Bible says they are a heritage and a reward. The way a
society treats its children is a measure of its heart. And the way a family treats
its children is ameasure of itsfaith.

Application: If you have children, thank God for them this week—and ask
Him to help you see them as gifts, not burdens.
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Train Up a Child
Proverbs 22:6 m

Train up a child in the way he should go; even when heis old he will not depart
from it (Proverbs 22:6). The Hebrew word for train is hanak, which means to
dedicate, to initiate, to narrow the path. It is the same word used of dedicating a
house (Deuteronomy 20:5) or the temple (1 Kings 8:63). Training a child is not
just teaching facts; it is shaping a life. Moses tells Isragl, You shal love the
LORD your God with all your heart and with al your soul and with al your
might. And these words that | command you today shall be on your heart. Y ou
shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit
in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and
when you rise (Deuteronomy 6:5-7). Notice: not a scheduled hour of Bible study
per week, but a constant, all-day, everyday conversation. Not just doctrine, but
love. Not just rules, but relationship. Not just teaching, but life.

Application: Look for one natural moment today to talk with a child about
God—not a forced lesson, just a conversation.



Fathers: Do Not Provoke Your Children
Ephesians 6:4 m

Paul writes, Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, but bring them up in
the discipline and instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:4). Notice the two
commands: do not provoke, and do bring up. A father can provoke his children
in many ways—by harshness, by neglect, by favoritism, by rules without
relationship, by criticism without encouragement, by absence. Paul tells the
Colossians, Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged
(Colossians 3:21). Discouragement is the fruit of provocation. And then the
positive command: bring them up in the discipline and instruction of the Lord.
The Greek word for discipline is paideia, which means training, instruction,
correction—not punishment for its own sake, but the shaping of a child toward
maturity. Hebrews says, For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have
been trained by it (Hebrews 12:11). The father's job is not to crush the child but
to shape him, not to punish out of anger but to train out of love.

Application: Fathers, ask yourself thisweek: does my child feel provoked or
encouraged by me—and what do | need to change?
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Children: Honor Your Parents
Ephesians 6:1-3 m

Paul writes, Children, obey your parentsin the Lord, for thisisright. Honor your
father and mother (thisis the first commandment with a promise), that it may go
well with you and that you may live long in the land (Ephesians 6:1-3). He is
quoting the fifth commandment (Exodus 20:12), which is the first command
with a promise attached. The promise is that honoring parents leads to
blessing—to a good life and long life. Honor is not the same as obedience.
Obedience is for children; honor is for everyone, at every age. An adult child
who no longer obeys their parents still honors them—by speaking of them well,
by caring for them in their old age, by giving them a place at the table. Proverbs
says, Hear, my son, your father's instruction, and forsake not your mother's
teaching, for they are a graceful garland for your head and pendants for your
neck (Proverbs 1:8-9). Obedience and honor are not a burden; they are a
garland—something beautiful worn around the neck.

Application: If your parents are still living, find one concrete way to honor
them this week—a call, a visit, a gift, or aword of thanks.
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The Family asa Small Church
Joshua 24:15m

Joshua gives one of the most famous statements of household faith: And if it is
evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods
of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will
serve the LORD (Joshua 24:15). Notice that Joshua speaks for his
household—not as a dictator, but as the leader who has already decided. The
family is meant to be a small church, a place where worship, prayer, and the
Word are lived out daily. Paul tells Timothy that an elder must manage his own
household well, for if someone does not know how to manage his own
household, how will he care for God's church? (1 Timothy 3:4-5). And when the
Philippian jailer asked, What must | do to be saved? Paul answered, Believe in
the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved, you and your household (Acts 16:31).
The family is meant to be alaunching pad for the gospel, a place where children
are raised, where hospitality is extended, and where the faith is passed on to the
next generation.

Application: If you are a parent or a grandparent, make one specific plan
thisweek for how your household will serve the LORD.
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Family Worship and Prayer
Deuteronomy 6:7 m

Moses tells Isragl to teach the words of the LORD diligently to their children,
and to talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way,
and when you lie down, and when you rise (Deuteronomy 6:7). Notice: family
worship is not an event on Sunday morning; it is woven into the daily life of the
family. The Psalmist says, We will not hide them from their children, but tell to
the coming generation the glorious deeds of the LORD, and his might, and the
wonders that he has done... so that they should set their hope in God and not
forget the works of God, but keep his commandments (Psalm 78:4-7). The goa
of family worship is not information transfer; it is a transfer of hope—from one
generation to the next. Paul saw thisin Timothy: | am reminded of your sincere
faith, a faith that dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice
and now, | am sure, dwellsin you aswell (2 Timothy 1:5). The family isthefirst
seminary. Parents are the first pastors. And family worship is the daily practice
through which faith is passed on.

Application: If you have children in the home, start or strengthen one daily
family habit this week—a short Bible reading, a prayer before bed, a
conversation about God.
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Singleness as a Gift
1 Corinthians 7:7-9m

Paul writes, | wish that all were as | myself am. But each has his own gift from
God, one of one kind and one of another. To the unmarried and the widows | say
that it is good for them to remain single, as | am. But if they cannot exercise
self-control, they should marry. For it is better to marry than to burn with
passion (1 Corinthians 7:7-9). Paul treats singleness not as a lesser state but as a
gift—the word is charisma, the same word used for spiritual gifts. And heis not
alone. Jesus says that some are eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven,
and that whoever can receive this should receive it (Matthew 19:12). Isaiah
promises that the eunuch who keeps God's covenant will receive a name better
than sons and daughters (Isaiah 56:5). Singleness is a gift, not a curse. It isnot a
waiting room for marriage. It is a vocation, a caling, and a gift—for those who
are caled to it. And Paul adds a surprising reason: the unmarried person is
anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord, while the married
person is anxious about worldly things, how to please his spouse (1 Corinthians
7:32-34). Singleness, in Paul's view, is an undistracted devotion to the Lord.

Application: If you are single, ask God to help you see your singleness as a
gift and a calling, not a waiting room.
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The Gift of Singleness
1 Corinthians 7:32-35 m

Paul expands on the gift of singleness: | want you to be free from anxieties. The
unmarried man is anxious about the things of the Lord, how to please the Lord.
But the married man is anxious about worldly things, how to please his wife,
and his interests are divided. And the unmarried or betrothed woman is anxious
about the things of the Lord, how to be holy in body and spirit. But the married
woman is anxious about worldly things, how to please her husband. | say thisfor
your own benefit, not to lay any restraint upon you, but to promote good order
and to secure your undivided devotion to the Lord (1 Corinthians 7:32-35).
Notice the phrase undivided devotion. Singleness is not just a state of not being
married; it is a positive calling to undivided devotion to the Lord. Jesus lived
this. Paul lived this. Many of the greatest missionaries and pastors have been
single. Singleness is not a lesser existence; it is a different, good, God-given
existence, with its own joys, its own challenges, and its own gift.

Application: If you are single, ask God to give you a vision for the unique,
undivided devotion Heis calling you to.
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Sexuality Within Marriage
1 Corinthians 7:3-5m

Paul writes, The husband should give to his wife her conjugal rights, and
likewise the wife to her husband. For the wife does not have authority over her
own body, but the husband does. Likewise the husband does not have authority
over his own body, but the wife does. Do not deprive one another, except
perhaps by agreement for a limited time, that you may devote yourselves to
prayer; but then come together again, so that Satan may not tempt you because
of your lack of self-control (1 Corinthians 7:3-5). Notice how positive and
mutual thisis. Sex in marriage is a gift of God, a right of both spouses, and a
mutual responsibility. Proverbs paints a beautiful picture: Drink water from your
own cistern, flowing water from your own well... Let your fountain be blessed,
and rejoice in the wife of your youth, a lovely deer, a graceful doe. Let her
breasts fill you at al times with delight; be intoxicated always in her love
(Proverbs 5:15-19). The marriage bed is honorable, and the physical union of
husband and wife is meant to be a source of joy, not shame. Sex is not the whole
of marriage, but itisareal gift and areal part of it.

Application: If you are married, thank God for the gift of physical
intimacy—and ask Him to help you cherish it as a gift, not neglect it as an
optional extra.
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Sexuality Outside Marriage
1 Corinthians 6:18-20 m

Paul writes, Flee from sexual immorality. Every other sin a person commits is
outside the body, but the sexually immoral person sins against his own body. Or
do you not know that your body is atemple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom
you have from God? Y ou are not your own, for you were bought with a price. So
glorify God in your body (1 Corinthians 6:18-20). Notice the strong language:
flee. Not negotiate, not dabble, not rationalize. Flee. Paul tells the
Thessalonians, For this is the will of God, your sanctification: that you abstain
from sexual immorality; that each one of you know how to control his own body
in holiness and honor, not in the passion of lust like the Gentiles who do not
know God (1 Thessalonians 4:3-5). Hebrews says, L et marriage be held in honor
among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will judge the sexually
immoral and adulterous (Hebrews 13:4). The biblical standard isclear: sex isfor
marriage—a one-flesh union between a husband and a wife, from which new
life can come. Thisis not a prudish rule; it is areflection of God's design and a
protection for our own hearts.

Application: If you have been shaped by the world's view of sexuality, ask
God to renew your mind with His Word this week.
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Divorce: What God Hates
Malachi 2:14-16 m

Malachi is the clearest passage in the Old Testament on divorce: Y ou cover the
LORD's dtar with tears, with weeping and groaning because he no longer
regards the offering or accepts it with favor from your hand. But you say, Why
does he not? Because the LORD was witnhess between you and the wife of your
youth, to whom you have been faithless, though she is your companion and your
wife by covenant. Did he not make them one, with a portion of the Spirit in their
union? And what was the one God seeking? Godly offspring. So guard
yourselves in your spirit, and let none of you be faithless to the wife of your
youth. For the man who does not love his wife but divorces her, saysthe LORD,
the God of Israel, covers his garment with violence, says the LORD of hosts. So
guard yourselves in your spirit, and do not be faithless (Malachi 2:13-16). In the
ESV, the phrase is rendered For the man who hates and divorces, but the
underlying Hebrew is clear: God hates divorce. Not because He hates divorced
people—He does not—but because divorce is violence against the covenant,
against the spouse, against the children, and against the picture of Christ and the
church. The prophet is addressing men who were divorcing their wives to marry
foreign women, and God says. | see your tears, but | do not accept them,
because your hands are stained with covenant-breaking.

Application: If your marriage is struggling, run to God before you run to a
lawyer—He hates divorce, and Heis ableto restore.
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Divor ce: The Exception Clause
Matthew 19:9 m

Jesus is asked by the Pharisees whether it is lawful to divorce a wife for any
cause (Matthew 19:3). His answer points back to Genesis 2:24 and then adds:
What therefore God has joined together, let not man separate (Matthew 19:6).
The Pharisees push back: Why then did Moses command one to give a
certificate of divorce and to send her away? Jesus responds, Because of your
hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. And | say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for
sexua immorality, and marries another, commits adultery (Matthew 19:8-9).
The exception clause—except for sexual immorality (Greek porneid)—is the
ethical crux. Different Christian traditions read it differently. Some say it
permits divorce in cases of adultery. Some say it permits divorce only in cases of
sexual immorality and only as a last resort. Some say the exception clause
applies only to the Jewish betrothal period, not to full marriage. The pastoral
counsel here is not to settle the debate but to say: Scripture is clear that divorce
is always tragic, but Scripture is also clear that in some cases it is permitted.
God's grace is sufficient for those who have been divorced, and His gospel is
sufficient for the restoration of broken lives.

Application: If you are wrestling with a hard marriage, do not settle the
guestion on your own—ybring it to a pastor who takes Scripture seriously.
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Remarriage: The Pastoral Question
1 Corinthians 7:39 m

Paul writes, A wife is bound to her husband as long as he lives. But if her
husband dies, she is free to be married to whom she wishes, only in the Lord (1
Corinthians 7:39). The plain teaching is that remarriage after the death of a
spouse is permitted—and Paul saysit is good. When it comes to remarriage after
divorce, the Bible is less explicit, and different Christian traditions read the
passages differently. Deuteronomy 24:1-4 describes a case in which a man
divorces hiswife, she marries another man, and the second husband divorces her
or dies. In that case, the first husband may not take her back, because she has
been defiled. That passage is descriptive, not prescriptive—it is describing what
Israel did, not commanding it. The New Testament parallel isin 1 Corinthians
7:10-16, where Paul says that if an unbelieving spouse departs, the believing
spouse is not ensaved—God has called us to peace. The pastoral question of
remarriage after divorce is best answered by a pastor who knows the person, the
circumstances, and the Scriptures, not by arule applied from a distance.

Application: If you have been divorced, do not let the complexity of these
passages keep you from seeking godly counsel—the gospel is bigger than
your past.
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Restoration After Broken Marriage
Psalm34:18 m

The Psalmist writes, The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the
crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18). The Bible is not naive about broken marriages.
It does not pretend divorce does not happen, and it does not pretend it does not
hurt. But the Bible is also full of promises for those who have been broken by it.
Joel says, | will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has eaten (Joel
2:25). Jeremiah says, Return, faithless Isragl, declares the LORD. | will not look
on you in anger, for I am merciful, declares the LORD; | will not be angry
forever (Jeremiah 3:12). John tells the story of the woman caught in adultery:
Jesus says, Neither do | condemn you; go, and from now on sin no more (John
8:11). The God of the Bible is not a God of second chances only; Heis the God
of the hundredth chance, the thousandth chance, the last chance. Restoration is
not a sogan; it is the gospel. And the church is meant to be the community
where that restoration is lived out.

Application: If you have been broken by divorce or by a spouse's sin, bring
your grief to the God who is near to the brokenhearted—and let Him
restore.
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CHAPTER 6

Suffering, Grief & Loss
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Suffering I s Real and Expected
John 16:33 m

Jesus does not promise His followers an easy life. He promises them Himself.
On the night before His death, He says, | have said these things to you, that in
me you may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; |
have overcome the world (John 16:33). Notice: you will have tribulation. Not
you might. Not if things go wrong. Y ou will. Paul tells Timothy, all who desire
to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted (2 Timothy 3:12). Peter
tells the church not to be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to
test you, as though something strange were happening to you (1 Peter 4:12).
This is one of the most freeing truths in Scripture: suffering is not a sign that
God has abandoned you or that your faith is weak. It is part of lifein afallen
world, and Jesus has overcome the world.

Application: Stop being surprised by suffering—expect it, and trust the One
who has overcome the world.
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TheFall and the Curse
Genesis3:14-19m

Suffering entered the world through sin. In Genesis 2:16-17, God warned Adam
that eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil would lead to death.
When Adam and Eve disobeyed, the curse fell. The ground was cursed, work
became toil, and the woman's pain in childbirth was multiplied (Genesis
3:16-19). Paul explains the cosmic scope of this: For the creation was subjected
to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope that the
creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the
freedom of the glory of the children of God. For we know that the whole
creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now (Romans
8:20-22). All suffering traces back to the fall—both the original sin and the
ongoing sin of a broken world. This means suffering is not what God intended; it
iswhat sin produced. And it will not last forever.

Application: Remember that suffering isa symptom of a broken world—it is
temporary, and God has promised to end it.
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TheMystery of Suffering
Romans 11:33-36 m

Not all suffering is explained. Paul ends the book of Romans with a doxology:
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! How
unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! For who has
known the mind of the Lord, or who has been his counselor? Or who has given a
gift to him that he might be repaid? For from him and through him and to him
are al things. To him be glory forever. Amen (Romans 11:33-36). God's ways
are not our ways. Isaiah says, For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are
your ways my ways, declares the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your
thoughts (Isaiah 55:8-9). Moses tells Israel, The secret things belong to the
LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us and to our children
forever (Deuteronomy 29:29). Job wrestles with God for chapters, and when
God finally speaks, Job repents in dust and ashes (Job 42:1-6). The mystery of
suffering is not a puzzle we solve; it is a Person we trust. We do not always
know why, but we always know Who.

Application: When you cannot understand why, choose to trust the One
who knows—even when He does not explain.
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God IsNear to the Brokenhearted
Psaim34:18 m

The Psalmist writes, The LORD is near to the brokenhearted and saves the
crushed in spirit (Psalm 34:18). This is one of the most tender verses in the
Bible. God is not distant from pain; He is present in it. Psalm 147:3 says, He
heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. Isaiah says that God dwells
in the high and holy place, and also with him who is of a contrite and lowly
spirit, to revive the spirit of the lowly, and to revive the heart of the contrite
(Isaiah 57:15). Jesus says, Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be
comforted (Matthew 5:4). Notice the paradox: God dwells in the highest and
holiest place, but He is also near to the lowest and most broken place. He is not
embarrassed by your tears. He is not frustrated by your questions. He is not
distant from your pain. He is near. The God of the universe moves toward the
brokenhearted, not away from them.

Application: If you are brokenhearted today, know that God is not far
off—Heisnear, and He hears.
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Lament IsHoly
Psaim13 m

The psalms of lament are some of the most honest prayersin the Bible. Psalm 13
begins, How long, O LORD? Will you forget me forever? How long will you
hide your face from me? (Psalm 13;1). Psalm 22 begins, My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me? (Psalm 22:1)—the words Jesus quotes from the cross.
Psalm 42: How long must | take counsel in my soul and have sorrow in my heart
all the day? (Psalm 42:9). Psalm 88 ends without resolution: Y ou have caused
my beloved and my friend to shun me; my companions have become darkness
(Psalm 88:18). Lamentations 3:1: | am the man who has seen affliction
(Lamentations 3:1). And yet the Bible includes these laments in its pages. This
means lament is holy. Y ou do not have to be polished to pray. You do not have
to be cheerful. Y ou do not have to have everything figured out. The Bible gives
you words for your anger, your confusion, your grief, and your questions—and
it calls them prayer.

Application: Give yourself permission to lament—it is a form of prayer, not
afailure of faith.
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Crying Out to God
Psalm62:8 m

The Psalmist writes, Trust in him at all times, O people; pour out your heart
before him; God is a refuge for us (Psalm 62:8). Pour out your heart—not a
measured, edited, carefully-worded prayer, but a pouring. Hannah poured out
her soul before the LORD at Shiloh (1 Samuel 1:15). David cried out, This poor
man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out of al his troubles
(Psalm 34:6). The people of Isragl cried out in their slavery, and God heard their
groaning (Exodus 2:23-25). Jesus Himself prayed with loud cries and tears in
the days of His flesh (Hebrews 5:7). There is something about crying out that
God welcomes and hears. Crying out is not alack of faith; it is faith in the God
who hears. The Psalms are full of people crying out—raw, unfiltered, sometimes
angry, sometimes broken. And every cry istreated as a prayer.

Application: Pour out your heart to God this week—no filters, no editing,
just honesty.
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Honest Emotions Are Not Sin

Psalm 88 m

Psalm 88 is the darkest psalm in the Bible. It begins, O LORD, God of my
salvation; | cry out day and night before you (Psalm 88:1). And it ends without a
single ray of light: Y ou have caused my beloved and my friend to shun me; my
companions have become darkness (Psam 88:18). No resolution, no
thanksgiving, no praise at the end. And yet it isin the Bible. Job curses the day
of his birth (Job 3:1). Jeremiah says, Cursed be the day on which | was born!
(Jeremiah 20:14). Jesus says in Gethsemane, My soul is very sorrowful, even to
death (Mark 14:34). And then He prays, Abba, Father, all things are possible for
you. Remove this cup from me. Yet not what | will, but what you will (Mark
14:36). Honest emotions are not sin. The Bible does not sanitize the grief of its
heroes; it lets them speak. This means you can speak too.

Application: God is not threatened by your darkest thoughts—bring them to
Him, and let Him hold them.
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When God Is Silent
Psalm22:1-2 m

Psam 22:1-2: My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so
far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? O my God, | cry by day,
but you do not answer, and by night, but | find no rest. Jesus quoted these words
from the cross (Matthew 27:46). The Son of God Himself experienced the
silence of the Father. Habakkuk begins, O LORD, how long shall | cry for help,
and you will not hear? (Habakkuk 1:2). Lamentations describes the silence: He
has walled me about so that | cannot escape; he has made my chains heavy
(Lamentations 3:7). The silence of God is one of the hardest experiences in the
Christian life. But the Bible does not pretend it does not happen. It gives voiceto
the silence, and it holds on to the God who is silent. Even when God is silent, He
has not |eft. Even when He does not answer, He is till there.

Application: When God seems silent, keep speaking to Him—the Psalms
show us how to keep talking when we cannot hear His answer.
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Grief HasltsOwn Timeline
Ecclesiastes3:1-8 m

Ecclesiastes says, For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven: atime to be born, and atimeto die... atime to weep, and atimeto
laugh; a time to mourn, and a time to dance (Ecclesiastes 3:1-4). Grief has its
own timeline. It does not fit neatly into our schedules. Psalm 30:5 says, Weeping
may tarry for the night, but joy comes with the morning. But it does not say how
long the night will be. Psalm 126:5-6 says, Those who sow in tears shall reap
with shouts of joy! He who goes out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall
come home with shouts of joy, bringing his sheaves with him. The sowing in
tears comes before the reaping in joy. Grief is a season, not an event. It takes
time. It comes in waves. It is unpredictable. And the promise of Scripture is not
that you will not grieve, but that grief will not last forever—because one day,
God will wipe away every tear (Revelation 21:4).

Application: Let grief take the time it needs—do not rush it, and do not
apologize for it.
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The Comfort of God
2 Corinthians 1:3-5 m

Paul writes, Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Chrigt, the Father
of mercies and God of al comfort, who comforts usin all our affliction, so that
we may be able to comfort those who are in any affliction, with the comfort with
which we ourselves are comforted by God. For as we share abundantly in
Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too (2
Corinthians 1:3-5). The Greek word for comfort is paraklesis, which means to
come alongside. The same word is used of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter, the
Paraclete. God does not comfort us from a distance; He comes alongside us.
Isaiah says, Comfort, comfort my people, says your God (Isaiah 40:1). Isaiah
compares God's comfort to a mother's: As one whom his mother comforts, so |
will comfort you (Isaiah 66:13). And the Shepherd of Psalm 23 walks with us
through the valley of the shadow of death (Psalm 23:4). The comfort of God is
not the removal of pain; it isthe presence of God in the pain.

Application: Do not face your grief alone—let God come alongside you,
and let His people come alongside you too.
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The Fellowship of Suffering
Philippians 3:10 m

Paul writes, that | may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may
share his sufferings, becoming like him in his death (Philippians 3:10). Notice
the progression: knowing Christ, the power of His resurrection, sharing His
sufferings, becoming like Him in His death. Suffering is not an obstacle to
knowing Christ; it is one of the ways we come to know Him. Paul tells the
Romans that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs—heirs of God
and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may
also be glorified with him (Romans 8:17). Peter says, Rejoice insofar as you
share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is
revealed (1 Peter 4:13). And Paul says, | rejoice in my sufferings for your sake,
and in my flesh | am filling up what is lacking in Christ's afflictions for the sake
of hisbody, that is, the church (Colossians 1:24). We are united to Christ in His
death and in His resurrection, and we are also united to Him in His sufferings.
That unionisreal, and it is precious.

Application: When you suffer, remember that you are not alone—Christ
sufferswith you, and you are united to Him in it.
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Groaning with Hope
Romans 8:18-25m

Paul writes, For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth
comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. For the creation waits with
eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God... And not only the creation,
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we
wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope
we were saved (Romans 8:18-24). Notice the word groan. Paul does not say we
skip over suffering; he says we groan in it—but we groan with hope. We know
the ending. 2 Corinthians 4:17 says, For this light momentary affliction is
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison. Peter says
that our faith, though tested by fire, will result in praise and glory and honor at
the revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7). The Christian can grieve with hope
because we know that the story is not over. Revelation 21:4 promises that one
day God will wipe away every tear from our eyes, and death shall be no more.
That iswhat we groan toward.

Application: Grieve with hope—not the hope that skips suffering, but the
hope that looks through it to the glory that is coming.
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God's Sufficient Grace
2 Corinthians 12:7-10 m

Paul describes a thorn given to him in the flesh, a messenger of Satan to harass
him, to keep him from becoming conceited. Three times he pleaded with the
Lord about this, that it should leave him. But God said to him, My grace is
sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness (2 Corinthians
12:7-9). Paul does not name the thorn—which means every one of us can pour
our own thorn into the text. And Paul's response is remarkable: Therefore | will
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest
upon me. For the sake of Christ, then, | am content with weaknesses, insults,
hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when | am weak, then | am strong (2
Corinthians 12:9-10). The grace of God does not always remove the thorn. But it
is sufficient for the thorn. It is enough.

Application: If God has not removed your thorn, ask Him for the grace that
is sufficient—becauseit is.
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The God Who Weepswith Us
John 11:33-37 m

When Lazarus died, Jesus went to the tomb. He saw Mary weeping, and the
Jews who had come with her weeping, and He was deeply moved in his spirit
and greatly troubled (John 11:33). And then the shortest and most powerful
verse in the New Testament: Jesus wept (John 11:35). Notice what makes this
astonishing. Jesus knew that in a few minutes He would raise Lazarus from the
dead. He knew that the story was not over. And yet He wept. He wept with the
sisters. He wept in grief. He wept even though He knew the ending. And He
weeps with us too. Isaiah calls Him aman of sorrows and acquainted with grief
(Isaiah 53:3). Hebrews says, For we do not have a high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses (Hebrews 4:15). When you weep, Jesus weeps
with you. Not because He does not know the end; but because He loves you in
the middle.

Application: When you weep, remember that Jesus weeps with you—the
God of the universe grieves alongside you.
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The Comfort of Heaven
Revelation 21:1-5m

Revelation gives us the final picture: Then | saw a new heaven and a new earth,
for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the seawas no more.
And | saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And | heard a loud voice from the
throne saying, Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as
their God. He will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the
former things have passed away. And he who was seated on the throne said,
Behold, | am making all things new (Revelation 21:1-5). This is the goal of the
story. Revelation 7:17 promises that the Lamb in the midst of the throne will be
their shepherd, and he will guide them to springs of living water, and God will
wipe away every tear from their eyes. Isaiah says that death will be swallowed
up forever (Isaiah 25:8). Paul says that death will be swallowed up in victory (1
Corinthians 15:54). Heaven is the answer to every question suffering has asked.

Application: Fix your eyes on the promise of heaven—every tear wiped
away, every grief ended, every pain healed.
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Suffering IsNot Worth Comparing

Romans 8:18 m

Romans 8:18 says, For | consider that the sufferings of this present time are not
worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. Thisis not a promise
that our suffering is small; it is a promise that the glory is bigger. 2 Corinthians
4:16-18 says, So we do not lose heart. Though our outer self is wasting away,
our inner self is being renewed day by day. For this light momentary afflictionis
preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all comparison, as we look
not to the things that are seen but to the things that are unseen. For the things
that are seen are transient, but the things that are unseen are eternal. Notice:
light, momentary. And yet Paul is not minimizing our suffering; he is
maximizing the glory. This affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of
glory beyond all comparison. The word weight is the Greek word baros, which
means a burden—but here it is a burden of glory. Suffering is real. But glory is
realer, and it is coming.

Application: When suffering feels overwhelming, remember that it is
preparing for you a weight of glory that will make it look light.
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God's Purposein Suffering
Genesis50:20 m

Joseph says to his brothers, who had sold him into slavery and left him for dead:
As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it
about that many people should be kept alive, as they are today (Genesis 50:20).
This is one of the most important verses in the Bible about suffering. Notice:
Joseph does not say that the brothers' evil was good. He says that God meant it
for good. The evil was real; the good was real; and God was at work in both.
Romans 8:28 says, And we know that for those who love God all things work
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. Notice: al
things. Not just the good things, not just the easy things—all things. God's
purpose is not to make you comfortable; His purpose is to make you like Christ
(Romans 8:29). And even the worst things can serve that purpose. God is not the
author of evil, but He is the sovereign over it, and He can weave even the worst
things into agood design.

Application: Trust that God is at work even in what is meant for evil—His
purposes are good.
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Suffering Produces Char acter
Romans5:3-5m

Paul writes, Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that
suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character
produces hope, and hope does not put us to shame, because God's |ove has been
poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us
(Romans 5:3-5). Notice the chain: suffering produces endurance, endurance
produces character, character produces hope. Suffering is not an obstacle to the
Christian life; it is part of how the Christian life is formed. James says, Count it
al joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, for you know that
the testing of your faith produces steadfastness (James 1:2-3). Peter says that the
tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though
it is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the
revelation of Jesus Christ (1 Peter 1:7). Hebrews says that God disciplines His
children for their good, so that they might share in His holiness (Hebrews
12:10). Suffering is not the point; it isthe tool.

Application: Ask God to produce in you endurance, character, and
hope—even if it takes suffering to do it.
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CHAPTER 7

Anxiety, Fear & Worry
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Do Not Be Afraid: The Most Repeated Command
Isaiah 41:10 m

Someone has said that "do not be afraid” is the most repeated command in the
Bible—appearing hundreds of times. Isaiah 41:10 is one of the fullest
expressions. fear not, for | am with you; be not dismayed, for | am your God; |
will strengthen you, | will help you, | will uphold you with my righteous right
hand. Notice the reasons: | am with you, | am your God, | will strengthen you, |
will help you, | will uphold you. Every reason is about God, not about you. God
does not say "fear not, because you are strong enough.” He says "fear not,
because | am with you." Joshua 1.9 puts it the same way: Have | not
commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go. Fear is a
universal human experience. The command is not to never feel fear but to not be
ruled by it, because God is with us.

Application: When fear rises today, remind yourself of the reason God
gives: " | am with you."
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Anxiety IsNot a Sin
Philippians 4:6-7 m

Paul writes, do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And
the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7). Anxiety is not the unforgivable
sin. Itisnot asign that you are a bad Christian. It isanorma human response to
a broken world, and the Bible is full of people who experienced it. David says,
When the cares of my heart are many, your consolations cheer my soul (Psalm
94:19). Peter says, Cast al your anxieties on him, because he cares for you (1
Peter 5:7). The invitation is not "stop feeling anxious'—it is "cast your anxiety
on the One who cares." Anxiety becomes sin when we let it rule us, when we
refuse to bring it to God, when we let it define our choices. But the feeling itself
isnot the sin; it isasignal that we need to bring something to God.

Application: Stop condemning yourself for feeling anxious—bring your
anxiety to God instead.
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Fear |sa Doorway for the Enemy
1 Peter 5:8-9m

Peter writes, Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. Resist him, firm in your
faith (1 Peter 5:8-9). The enemy uses fear as one of his primary weapons. He
whispers "what if"—what if you lose your job, what if your child gets sick, what
if you fail, what if you are alone. Fear is a doorway through which he seeks to
steal, kill, and destroy (John 10:10). Paul tells Timothy, for God gave us a spirit
not of fear but of power and love and self-control (2 Timothy 1:7). Notice: fear
is not from God. It is from the enemy. And Hebrews 2:14-15 says that through
His death Jesus destroyed the one who has the power of death, that is, the devil,
and delivered all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong
davery. The gospel is the answer to fear—not just because it gives us a better
perspective, but because it defeats the one who uses fear against us.

Application: When fear comes, ask yourself: is this from God, or is this
from the enemy? Then resist it in Jesus name.
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Fear of Man Isa Snare
Proverbs29:25 m

Solomon writes, The fear of man lays a snare, but whoever trustsin the LORD is
safe (Proverbs 29:25). The fear of man isthe fear of what other people think, the
fear of rejection, the fear of not being liked, the fear of failing in front of others.
It is a snare because it traps us—it keeps us from doing what is right, from
speaking the truth, from following God's call, from stepping out in faith. Paul
says, For am | now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am | trying to
please man? If | were still trying to please man, | would not be a servant of
Christ (Galatians 1:10). Jesus said, And do not fear those who kill the body but
cannot kill the soul. Rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell
(Matthew 10:28). The remedy for the fear of man is the fear of the Lord. When
we truly fear God—when we stand in awe of Him and care more about His
opinion than anyone else's—the fear of man loses its power.

Application: Whose opinion matters most to you? Ask God to make His
opinion weigh more than anyone else's.
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God Iswith You
Isaiah 43:1-3m

Isaiah 43 is one of the most comforting passages in the Bible: But now thus says
the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you, O Israel: Fear not,
for | have redeemed you; | have called you by name, you are mine. When you
pass through the waters, | will be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not
overwhelm you; when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the
flame shall not consume you. For | am the LORD your God, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior (Isaiah 43:1-3). Notice: God does not promise that you will
not go through the waters, or the rivers, or the fire. He promises to be with you
in them. Psalm 23 says, Even though | walk through the valley of the shadow of
death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me (Psalm 23:4). Jesus says, | am with
you aways, to the end of the age (Matthew 28:20). Moses told Israel, Be strong
and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it isthe LORD your God
who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you (Deuteronomy 31:6).
The presence of God is the answer to fear.

Application: Whatever you are walking through today, remember that you
are not walking alone—God is with you.
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The Peace That Surpasses Under standing
Philippians 4:6-7 m

Paul gives one of the most specific promises about anxiety in all of Scripture: do
not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. And the peace of God,
which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7). Notice the sequence: prayer, then peace. Not
the other way around. The peace comes after the praying. And notice: the peace
of God. Not peace with circumstances, not peace from a change in
situation—the peace of God. And it surpasses understanding, which means you
cannot explain it, you cannot predict it, you cannot manufacture it. It is a peace
that comes from God alone. Jesus says, Peace | leave with you; my peace | give
to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not your hearts be troubled,
neither let them be afraid (John 14:27). The world's peace depends on
circumstances being right. Christ's peace depends on a Person being with us.

Application: Bring your biggest anxiety to God in prayer today—and ask
for the peace that surpasses understanding.
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Cast Your Anxiety on Him
1 Peter 5:7m

Peter writes, Cast all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you (1 Peter
5:7). The word "cast" is the Greek word epiripto, which means to throw, to hurl,
to cast upon. It is the same word used in Luke 19:35 when the disciples threw
their cloaks on the colt for Jesus to ride. It is not a gentle placing; it is a
deliberate throwing. The Psalmist says, Cast your burden on the LORD, and he
will sustain you; he will never permit the righteous to be moved (Psalm 55:22).
The word burden here is the same word for "anxiety" in 1 Peter 5:7—the two
verses are twins. Jesus says, Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and
| will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for | am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy,
and my burden is light (Matthew 11:28-30). The picture is not of a burden
removed but of a burden shared. Jesus does not say "come, and | will take away
all your responsibilities." He says "come, take my yoke—I will walk with you."

Application: Deliberately " cast" one specific anxiety on God today—name
it, and throw it to Him.
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ThelLord IsMy Shepherd
Psalm23:1-6 m

Psalm 23 is the most familiar passage in the Bible, and for good reason. The
LORD is my shepherd; | shal not want. He makes me lie down in green
pastures. He leads me beside still waters. He restores my soul. He leads me in
paths of righteousness for his name's sake. Even though | walk through the
valley of the shadow of death, | will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod
and your staff, they comfort me. Y ou prepare a table before me in the presence
of my enemies;, you anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows. Surely
goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and | shall dwell in
the house of the LORD forever (Psalm 23:1-6). Notice the shift in verse 4: from
"he" to "you." Up to that point David is talking about the Shepherd; at verse 4 he
istalking to the Shepherd. It isin the valley that God becomes personal, present,
and near. The Shepherd does not remove the valley; He walks through it with us.

Application: Pray Psalm 23 slowly this week—Ilet each line speak to your
fear.
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Do Not Be Anxious About Tomorrow
Matthew 6:25-34 m

Jesus devotes eleven verses to the command not to be anxious: Therefore | tell
you, do not be anxious about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink,
nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the
body more than clothing? Look at the birds of the air: they neither sow nor reap
nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of
more value than they? And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour
to his span of life? (Matthew 6:25-27). Jesus gives five reasons not to be
anxious: (1) lifeis more than food and clothing; (2) the Father feeds the birds, so
He will feed you; (3) anxiety adds nothing; (4) the lilies are clothed more
beautifully than Solomon; (5) your Father knows what you need. Then the key
verse: But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these
things will be added to you (Matthew 6:33). And finally: Therefore do not be
anxious about tomorrow, for tomorrow will be anxious for itself. Sufficient for
the day isits own trouble (Matthew 6:34). The antidote to anxiety is a reordered
priority.

Application: Seek first the kingdom today—and let tomorrow take care of
itself.
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Take Every Thought Captive
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 m

Paul writes, For though we walk in the flesh, we are not waging war according
to the flesh. For the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh but have divine
power to destroy strongholds. We destroy arguments and every lofty opinion
raised against the knowledge of God, and take every thought captive to obey
Christ (2 Corinthians 10:3-5). A stronghold in the mind is a pattern of thinking
built up over time—a habit of fear, a root of anxiety, a lie about God, a
catastrophic "what if" that plays on repeat. Strongholds are not broken by
willpower; they are broken by the truth of God's Word. Paul tells the Romans,
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your
mind (Romans 12:2). Hetells the Philippians, Finally, brothers, whatever istrue,
whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely,
whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if there is anything worthy
of praise, think about these things (Philippians 4:8). The battlefield is in the
mind. The weapon is the truth of God applied to every anxious thought.

Application: Take one recurring anxious thought captive today—name it,
test it against Scripture, and replace it with the truth.

126



Think on These Things
Philippians4:8 m

Paul gives one of the most practical commands in the New Testament: Finaly,
brothers, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is
pure, whatever islovely, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence, if
there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things (Philippians 4:8).
Thisis afilter. It is away to examine every thought that comes into your mind.
Isit true?Isit honorable? Isit just? Isit pure? Isit lovely? Isit commendable? Is
it excellent? Is it worthy of praise? If not, do not dwell on it. The Psalms begin
with a similar instruction: Blessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the wicked, nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of scoffers; but
hisdelight isin the law of the LORD, and on his law he meditates day and night.
Heislike atree planted by streams of water that yieldsits fruit in its season, and
its leaf does not wither. In al that he does, he prospers (Psalm 1:1-3). The mind
is like soil. Whatever you plant in it grows. Plant Scripture, and Scripture will
grow.

Application: Filter one anxious thought through Philippians 4.8 today—if
it doesn't pass, don't dwell on it.
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The Renewed Mind
Romans12:1-2 m

Paul writes, | appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to present
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your
spiritual worship. Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect (Romans 12:1-2). The Christian life is
not just behavior modification; it is mind transformation. We are not called to
try harder to be less anxious; we are called to have our minds renewed by the
gospel. Paul tells the Ephesians, to put off your old self, which belongs to your
former manner of life and is corrupt through deceitful desires, and to be renewed
in the spirit of your minds, and to put on the new self, created after the likeness
of God in true righteousness and holiness (Ephesians 4:22-24). The word
"renewed" is the Greek word anakainosis, which means "made new again." It is
not a one-time event; it is a daily, ongoing process. Anxiety is often amind that
has not yet been renewed in some area. And the renewal happens through the
Word, prayer, and the work of the Spirit.

Application: Spend five minutes today asking God to renew your mind in
one specific area of fear.
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Do Not Be Confor med

Romans12:2 m

Paul's command in Romans 12:2 is one of the most important commands in the
New Testament: Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewal of your mind. The word "conformed" is the Greek word syschematizo,
which means to be shaped by an external pattern. It is the same root as
"schema," which means "outward form." The world has a pattern, a mold, and it
wants to press you into its shape. The media, the culture, the internet, the
advertising industry, the fear-driven news cycle—they all want to shape your
mind. Paul says. do not let them. Instead, be transformed. The word is
metamorphoo, which is the same word used of Jesus' transfiguration (Matthew
17:2). It means a change of form from the inside out. The world shapes you from
the outside in; the gospel transforms you from the inside out. The renewed mind
is not just a mind that knows the right facts; it is a mind that has been reshaped
by the truth.

Application: Notice one message the world is shaping you with this
week—and replace it with a truth from Scripture.
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The Peace of aMind Set on God
Isaiah 26:3-4 m

Isaiah 26:3-4 is one of the most quoted verses on peace: Y ou keep him in perfect
peace whose mind is stayed on you, because he trustsin you. Trust in the LORD
forever, for the LORD GOD is an everlasting rock. Notice the phrase "whose
mind is stayed on you." The Hebrew word is samak, which means to lean on, to
rest on, to support oneself on. A mind stayed on God isamind that is leaning on
God—not on circumstances, not on outcomes, not on the news, but on the
character of God. And notice the promise: perfect peace. Not just peace, but
perfect peace—shalom shalom, double peace in the Hebrew. It is a peace that
comes not from the absence of trouble but from the presence of God. The mind
set on God isamind at rest. The mind set on the world isamind in turmoil. The
difference is not the circumstances; it is the focus.

Application: Set your mind on God today—not on your worry, but on His
character and His promises.

130



Pray About Everything
Philippians4:6 m

Paul writes, do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and
supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God
(Philippians 4:6). Notice the scope: everything. Not just the big things. Not just
the spiritual things. Everything. Your job. Your family. Your finances. Your
health. Y our future. The word "supplication” means a specific, concrete request.
Paul is not saying "pray a genera prayer for peace'; he is saying "bring the
specific things that worry you to God." And notice the addition: with
thanksgiving. That is not a denial of the problem; it is a recognition of the God
who is bigger than the problem. Jesus taught His disciples to pray: give us this
day our daily bread (Matthew 6:11). The Lord's Prayer is not vague; it is
specific. And Jesus told a parable about a persistent widow to the effect that we
should always pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1). Prayer is not a last resort; it
isthefirst response.

Application: Bring one specific anxiety to God today in specific
prayer—nameit, and ask for His help.
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The Prayer of Faith
James5:13-16 m

James writes, |s anyone among you suffering? Let him pray. |s anyone cheerful ?
Let him sing praise. Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders of the
church, and let them pray over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the
Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, and the Lord will
raise him up... Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one
another, that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great
power as it is working (James 5:13-16). The prayer of faith is not a magic
formulg; it is a prayer that trusts God. James says the prayer of a righteous
person has great power. Not because the person is righteous in themselves, but
because the prayer is offered in faith to a God who hears. 1 John 5:14-15 says,
And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything
according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in whatever
we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him. The
prayer of faith isnot ademand; it isatrust.

Application: Pray boldly today—not demanding, but trusting that God
hears and answers according to His will.
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Do Not Be Anxious; Pray with Thanksgiving
Philippians 4:6-7 m

Paul'sinstruction is specific: do not be anxious about anything, but in everything
by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known
to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:6-7). Notice the
addition: with thanksgiving. Thanksgiving is the antidote to anxiety because it
turns our attention from what we lack to what we have. Paul tells the
Thessalonians, Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you (1
Thessalonians 5:16-18). Not give thanks for all circumstances, but in all
circumstances. There is a difference. We do not thank God for the cancer; we
thank God in the cancer. We do not thank God for the job loss; we thank God in
the job loss. Thanksgiving is not denial; it istrust. It is saying: God, Y ou are till
good, even in this. And that changes how we pray.

Application: Start your next prayer with thanksgiving—name three things
God has done, and let that shape how you pray about what worries you.
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The Peace That Guards Your Heart
Philippians4:7 m

Paul writes, And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus (Philippians 4:7). The word
"guard" is the Greek word phroureo, which is a military word. It means to stand
watch, to garrison, to protect. The peace of God is not just a feeling; it is a
garrison around your heart and your mind. It is a protection against the enemy's
attacks. Notice: peace guards your heart and your mind. Not your
circumstances—your heart and your mind. The world cannot give you peace
because the world cannot garrison your heart. Only God can. Jesus says, Peace |
leave with you; my peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you.
Let not your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid (John 14:27). The
peace of God is not the absence of trouble; it is the presence of God. And it
guards us when we are attacked.

Application: Ask God for the peace that guards your heart and mind—not
just calm circumstances, but a guarded soul.
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Bearing One Another's Burdens
Galatians6:2 m

Paul writes, Bear one another's burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ
(Galatians 6:2). The word "burden" is the Greek word baros, which means a
heavy weight. It is the same word Paul uses in 2 Corinthians 4:17 for the
"weight of glory." The picture is of a load too heavy for one person to carry.
And Paul says: bear each other's. The law of Christ, which isthe law of love, is
fulfilled when we carry each other's heavy loads. Paul tells the Romans, Rejoice
with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep (Romans 12:15). Hetellsthe
Thessalonians, And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the
fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all (1 Thessalonians 5:14). He
tells the Galatians to confess their sins to one another and pray for one another
(James 5:16). Anxiety is often carried alone, and it is heavier aone. The church
is meant to be a community where burdens are shared.

Application: Ask one trusted brother or sister to pray with you about your
anxiety—don't carry it alone.
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CHAPTER 8

Fasting
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What IsFasting?
Matthew 6:16-18 m

Fasting is the voluntary abstention from food (and sometimes drink) for a
spiritual purpose. It is not a hunger strike to manipulate God, nor isit adiet plan.
It isaphysical posture that expresses a spiritual reality: that we are desperate for
God, that we depend on Him more than on bread, and that we are willing to set
aside our physical appetitesto seek Hisface. In Matthew 6:16-18, Jesus assumes
His followers will fast: "And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the
hypocrites... But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your
fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret." Notice
that Jesus says "when you fast," not "if you fast." Fasting is anormal part of the
Christian life. It is adiscipline that humbles the soul (Psalm 35:13) and prepares
the heart to hear from God.

Application: Consider what area of your life you need to seek God
about—and ask Him if fasting is the right response.
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TheBiblical Purpose of Fasting
Joel 2:12-13 m

The primary purpose of fasting is not to change God's mind but to change our
hearts. Joel 2:12-13 says, "Y et even now, declares the LORD, return to me with
all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; and rend your
hearts and not your garments.” Notice: "rend your hearts, not your garments.”
The external act of fasting is meant to express an internal reality of repentance
and surrender. Fasting is often connected to repentance (Jonah 3:5-10), seeking
direction (Ezra 8:21), intercession (Esther 4:16), and spiritual warfare (Matthew
4:1-11). It isaway of saying to God: "I am not depending on my own strength. |
am not satisfied with business as usual. | need You." Fasting does not earn us
anything, but it positions us before God in humility and openness.

Application: Ask God to search your heart today—is there anything you
need to repent of or surrender?
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Fasting in the Old Testament
Judges 20:26 m

Fasting is woven throughout the Old Testament. In Judges 20:26, the Israglites
fasted and wept before the Lord when they were defeated in battle. In 1 Samuel
7:6, they fasted and confessed their sin at Mizpah. In 2 Samuel 12:16, David
fasted and prayed for the life of his child. In 1 Kings 21:27, Ahab fasted in
repentance after Elijah pronounced judgment on him. In Nehemiah 1:4,
Nehemiah fasted and mourned when he heard that Jerusalem's walls were
broken down. In Daniel 9:3, Daniel fasted and prayed when he read Jeremiah's
prophecy about the seventy years. In Esther 4:16, Esther called for a three-day
fast before she went to the king to plead for her people. Fasting in the Old
Testament was a response to crisis, a sign of repentance, a posture of
intercession, and away of seeking God's direction.

Application: Read one of these Old Testament fasting stories this
week—and ask what you can learn fromiit.

139



Fasting in the New Testament
Luke2:37 m

Fasting continues into the New Testament. Anna, the prophetess, "did not depart
from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day" (Luke 2:37).
Jesus fasted forty days and forty nights in the wilderness before beginning His
public ministry (Matthew 4:1-11). He taught His disciples about fasting in the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:16-18) and said that some demons only come
out "by prayer and fasting" (Mark 9:29). In Acts 13:2-3, the church at Antioch
was "worshiping the Lord and fasting" when the Holy Spirit set apart Barnabas
and Saul for missionary work. In Acts 14:23, Paul and Barnabas appointed
elders "with prayer and fasting" in every church. Fasting was not optional in the
early church; it was anormal part of the life of the church.

Application: Ask yourself: how often do | fast, and what role does fasting
play in my spiritual life?
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The Link Between Fasting and Power
Mark 9:29 m

In Mark 9:29, the disciples asked Jesus why they could not cast out a certain
demon. He answered, "This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer
and fasting." Some ancient manuscripts aso add "and fasting" to Matthew
17:21. Thisisone of the most striking statements in the Gospels: there are some
spiritual battles that require prayerand fasting. Fasting is not a guarantee of
power, but it is often a prerequisite for it. Fasting humbles the flesh, sharpens the
spirit, and positions us to hear from God. Daniel fasted for twenty-one days
before receiving an angelic vision (Daniel 10:1-14). Jesus fasted for forty days
before beginning His ministry. The early church fasted before sending out
missionaries. There is a deep connection between fasting and spiritual
power—not because fasting earns power, but because fasting removes the
distractions and self-reliance that block the power of God.

Application: Is there a spiritual battle in your life that needs more than
prayer—that needs fasting?
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The Fast of M oses
Exodus 34:28 m

Moses fasted for forty days and forty nights on Mount Sinai, and he neither ate
bread nor drank water (Exodus 34:28). During that time, he was in the presence
of God, receiving the Law. The fast of Moses was a total fast—no food, no
water. It was a supernatural fast, sustained by the presence of God. The Bible
tells us that Moses "was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights'
(Exodus 34:28). He was so close to God that his face shone when he came down
the mountain (Exodus 34:29-30). The fast of Moses teaches us that fasting is not
just adiscipline; it isaway of entering into the presence of God. When we fast,
we are saying to God: "l want Y ou more than | want food. | want to hear from
Y ou more than | want to satisfy my appetites.”

Application: Fast for one meal this week and spend that time in
prayer—ask God to reveal Himself to you.
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David's Fast
2 Samuel 12:16-23 m

When David's child was struck with illness, David fasted and went in and lay all
night on the ground (2 Samuel 12:16). His servants tried to raise him up, but he
would not, and he would not eat with them. He pleaded with God for the life of
his child. When the child died, David got up, washed, anointed himself, changed
his clothes, and went to the house of the LORD and worshiped. His servants
were confused: "What is this thing that you have done? Y ou fasted and wept for
the child while he was alive; but when the child died, you arose and ate food."
David answered, "While the child was still aive, | fasted and wept, for | said,
'Who knows whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?
But now heisdead. Why should | fast? Can | bring him back again?| shall go to
him, but he will not return to me" (2 Samuel 12:22-23). David's fast teaches us
that fasting is not a magic formulg; it is a plea for mercy. And sometimes God
says no. But even in the no, we worship.

Application: When you fast, hold your requests |oosely—ask God for mercy,
but trust His answer.
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The Fast of Danidl
Daniel 10:1-14 m

Daniel fasted for twenty-one days, eating no rich food, no meat, and drinking no
wine (Daniel 10:2-3). He was mourning and seeking God. At the end of the
twenty-one days, an angel appeared to him and said, "Fear not, Danidl, for from
the first day that you set your heart to understand and humbled yourself before
your God, your words have been heard, and | have come because of your words'
(Danidl 10:12). Natice: the angel came because of Daniel's words. His prayer
and fasting moved heaven. There was aso spiritual warfare happening behind
the scenes. the angel said, "The prince of the kingdom of Persia withstood me
twenty-one days, but Michael, one of the chief princes, came to help me'
(Daniel 10:13). Daniel's fast was not just a physical discipline; it was a spiritual
battle. While he was fasting and praying, angels and demons were fighting. This
is one of the most powerful passages in Scripture on the connection between
fasting, prayer, and spiritual warfare.

Application: Commit to a 21-day fast (or a shorter fast) for a specific
breakthrough in your life or ministry.
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The Fast of Esther
Esther 4:16 m

When Mordecai told Esther that Haman had plotted to destroy all the Jews,
Esther said: "Go, gather al the Jews to be found in Susa, and hold a fast on my
behalf, and do not eat or drink for three days, night or day. | and my young
women will also fast as you do. Then | will go to the king, though it is against
the law, and if | perish, | perish" (Esther 4:16). Esther was going to risk her life
by approaching the king without being summoned. She knew that she could be
put to death. So she called for a fast—not just her own, but the whole Jewish
community's. She fasted for three days and then went to the king. And God
delivered her people. Esther's fast teaches us that fasting is not a private
discipline; it can be a corporate act of intercession. When a community fasts
together, heaven moves.

Application: Invite one or two trusted friends to fast with you for a specific
need—there is power in corporate fasting.
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The Fast of Nehemiah
Nehemiah 1:4 m

When Nehemiah heard that Jerusalem's walls were broken down and its gates
destroyed by fire, he sat down and wept and mourned for days, and he continued
fasting and praying before the God of heaven (Nehemiah 1:4). For days,
Nehemiah fasted and prayed. He confessed the sins of Israel, remembered God's
promises, and asked for favor with the king. Four months later, when the king
asked Nehemiah why he looked sad, Nehemiah prayed a quick prayer and then
made his request. The king granted it. Nehemiah's fast teaches us that fasting is
often a precursor to breakthrough. Before Nehemiah rebuilt the walls, he fasted
and prayed. Before we rebuild anything for God, we need to fast and pray.

Application: If God has put a burden on your heart, fast and pray about it
this week before you take any action.
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The Fast of Jesus
Matthew 4:1-11 m

Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. And
after fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry (Matthew 4:1-2). He
fasted for forty days and forty nights, and then the devil came to Him with three
temptations. Each time, Jesus answered with Scripture: "It is written..."
(Matthew 4:4, 7, 10). The fast of Jesus was atime of preparation for His public
ministry. It was a time of testing, of prayer, and of communion with the Father.
Notice that the Spirit led Jesus into the wilderness; fasting was not Jesus's idea,
it was the Spirit's. And notice that Jesus did not fast in His own strength; He was
filled with the Holy Spirit. Jesus's fast teaches us that fasting is not about our
willpower; it is about our dependence on God. When we fast, we are saying: "I
need You more than | need food. | need Your strength more than | need my
own."

Application: Ask the Holy Spirit if He is leading you into a fast—and if so,
obey.
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TheEarly Church Fast
Acts13:2-3m

In Acts 13:2-3, we read: "While they were worshiping the Lord and fasting, the
Holy Spirit said, 'Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which |
have called them.' Then after fasting and praying they laid their hands on them
and sent them off." The church at Antioch fasted before they sent out the first
missionaries. In Acts 14:23, Paul and Barnabas appointed elders "with prayer
and fasting" in every church. Fasting was not optional in the early church; it was
a normal part of the life of the church. They fasted before making major
decisions. They fasted before sending out missionaries. They fasted before
appointing leaders. Fasting was a way of saying: "We are not making this
decision on our own. We need the Holy Spirit to guide us."

Application: Before making your next big decision, consider fasting and
praying for a day.
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Types of Fasting
Judges 20:26 m

There are several types of fasting in Scripture. The most common is the partia
fast: abstaining from certain foods or drinks but not all of them. Daniel fasted
from meat, wine, and rich food (Daniel 10:3). The Israglites fasted from food but
not water (Judges 20:26). Another type is the total fast: abstaining from all food
and drink for alimited time. Moses fasted for forty days and forty nights without
food or water (Exodus 34:28). Esther called for a three-day total fast (Esther
4:16). There is aso the corporate fast: an entire community fasting together
(Esther 4:16; Jonah 3:5-10). And there is the private fast: fasting individually
before God (Matthew 6:16-18). The type of fast you choose should depend on
your health, your circumstances, and the leading of the Holy Spirit. Fasting is
not a competition; it is a personal response to God.

Application: Decide what kind of fast God is calling you to—and commit to
it for a specific period.
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Preparation for Fasting
2 Chronicles20:3 m

Fasting should not be entered into lightly. 2 Chronicles 20:3 says, "Then
Jehoshaphat was afraid and set his face to seek the LORD, and proclaimed afast
throughout all Judah." Notice: he set hisface to seek the LORD. Fasting requires
preparation. You need to set a specific time frame. You need to determine the
type of fast. Y ou need to prepare your heart through confession and repentance.
Y ou need to set aside time for prayer and Scripture reading during your fast. The
Israelites prepared for fasting by consecrating themselves and seeking God (1
Samuel 7:6). Jonah prepared the Ninevites for a fast by calling them to
repentance (Jonah 3:5-10). When we prepare for a fast, we are not just deciding
not to eat; we are saying to God, "l am going to seek Y ou with all my heart."

Application: Write down your fasting plan this week—what you will abstain
from, when you will fast, and how you will spend that time with God.
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Fasting with Prayer
Eza823m

Fasting is not just a physical discipline; it isaspiritual discipline that is meant to
be coupled with prayer. Ezra 8:23 says, "So we fasted and implored our God for
this, and he listened to our entreaty." Notice: fasting and prayer are linked
together. When we fast, we are setting aside time for prayer. Fasting without
prayer isjust going hungry. Prayer without fasting is fine, but prayerwithfasting
is more focused, more intense, and more open to hearing from God. Nehemiah
fasted and prayed (Nehemiah 1:4-11). Daniel fasted and prayed (Daniel 9:3-19).
Anna fasted and prayed (Luke 2:37). Fasting is the physical posture of a
prayerful heart. It is a way of saying to God, "l am so desperate for You that |
will set aside even food to seek Your face."

Application: During your next fast, replace mealtimes with prayer
times—talk to God in the moments when you would have eaten.
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Fasting and the Word
Matthew 4:4 m

When Jesus was tempted by the devil after fasting forty days, He said, "It is
written, 'Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from
the mouth of God™ (Matthew 4:4). This is the ultimate lesson of fasting: man
shall not live by bread alone. Fasting is away of saying that we need more than
food; we need the Word of God. Deuteronomy 8:3 says, "And he humbled you
and let you hunger and fed you with manna, which you did not know, nor did
your fathers know, that he might make you know that man does not live by
bread alone, but man lives by every word that comes from the mouth of the
LORD." When we fast, we are not just skipping meals;, we are satisfying our
hunger with the Word of God. Fasting is away of saying, "God, | am hungering
for You. | am hungering for Y our Word."

Application: During your fast, read Scripture during your mealtimes—Iet
the Word of God be your food.
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Breaking a Fast
1Kings19:5-8 m

Breaking afast is asimportant as starting it. When Elijah fled from Jezebel after
the victory on Mount Carmel, he was exhausted and wanted to die. An angel
touched him and said, "Arise and eat." And he looked, and behold, there was at
his head a cake baked on hot stones and ajar of water. And he ate and drank and
lay down again. And the angel of the LORD came again a second time and
touched him and said, "Arise and eat, for the journey is too great for you." And
he arose and ate and drank, and went in the strength of that food forty days and
forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God (1 Kings 19:5-8). God did not rebuke
Elijah for needing food; He fed him. After a fast, you need to break your fast
wisely. Do not immediately eat a large medl; start with small portions of light,
easily digestible food. Let your body recover. The purpose of fasting is not to
harm your body; it isto seek God. And after the fast, we need to be strengthened
for the journey.

Application: End your fast with a light meal and prayer—thank God for His
presence and ask for strength for what lies ahead.
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The Fast God Chooses
Isaiah 58:3-9 m

Isaiah 58 is the most important passage in the Bible on fasting. The people were
fasting, but they were complaining: "Why have we fasted, and you see it not?
Why have we humbled ourselves, and you take no knowledge of it?' (Isaiah
58:3). And God answered: "Behold, in the day of your fast you seek your own
pleasure, and oppress all your workers... Fasting like yours this day will not
make your voice to be heard on high" (Isaiah 58:3-4). And then God said what
the fast He chooses is: "Is not this the fast that | choose: to loose the bonds of
wickedness, to undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to
break every yoke? Is it not to share your bread with the hungry and bring the
homeless poor into your house; when you see the naked, to cover him, and not to
hide yourself from your own flesh?' (Isaiah 58:6-7). And then the promise:
"Then shall your light break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring
up speedily... Then you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry, and
hewill say, 'Here | am™" (Isaiah 58:8-9). God does not want an empty ritual; God
wants a fast that changes our hearts and our lives.

Application: Ask yourself: is my fasting connected to how | treat others?
Am | seeking God's face or just checking a religious box?
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Do Not Fast Likethe Hypocrites
Matthew 6:16-18 m

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus said: "And when you fast, do not look
gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may
be seen by others. Truly, | say to you, they have received their reward. But when
you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that your fasting may not be seen
by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in
secret will reward you" (Matthew 6:16-18). The Pharisees fasted, but they did it
for show. They wanted to be seen and admired. Jesus said: don't do that. Fasting
is not a performance. It is a private discipline between you and God. If you are
fasting to be seen by others, you are not fasting for God; you are fasting for
yourself. The Father who sees in secret will reward you—but only if you are
fasting for Him.

Application: Keep your fasting private this week—do not tell anyone unless
it isnecessary.
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The Danger of Empty Ritual
Zechariah 7:4-7m

In Zechariah 7, the people asked whether they should continue fasting in the
fifth month, as they had done for years. God answered: "When you fasted and
mourned in the fifth month and in the seventh, for these seventy years, wasit for
me that you fasted? And when you eat and when you drink, do you not eat for
yourselves and drink for yourselves?' (Zechariah 7:5-6). The people had been
fasting for decades, but it was empty ritual. They were not fasting for God; they
were fasting for themselves. Isaiah 1:11-17 says that God is tired of the empty
offerings and festivals of a people who do not obey Him. Amos 5:21-24 says, "I
hate, | despise your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies... But
let justice roll down like waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.”
Micah 6:8 says, "He has told you, O man, what is good; and what does the
LORD require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk
humbly with your God?' God does not want empty ritual; He wants our hearts.
And He wants our lives to match our fasting.

Application: Check your heart before you fast this week—isit aritual, or is
it a genuine seeking of God?
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Fasting for Protection
Esther 4:16 m

When Esther was faced with the threat of annihilation, she called for a three-day
fast. She knew that she needed more than just a good plan; she needed divine
intervention. She knew that she could be killed for approaching the king
uninvited. So she called for a fast—not just her own, but the whole Jewish
community's. She said: "If | perish, | perish." But she did not perish. God
delivered her people. Fasting was the weapon Esther used to seek God's
protection. It was away of saying, "God, we are not relying on our own strength.
We are relying on You." When we fast, we acknowledge that we need God's
protection over our lives, our families, and our churches. Fasting does not
guarantee physical safety, but it does align our hearts with the One who
promises to be with usin every circumstance.

Application: Fast thisweek for protection over a specific area of your life or
family—and trust God for His covering.

157



Fasting for Direction
Eza82lm

In Ezra 8:21, we read: "Then | proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that
we might humble ourselves before our God, to seek from him a safe journey for
ourselves, our children, and all our goods." Ezra was leading a group of exiles
back to Jerusalem. It was a dangerous journey. There were robbers and enemies
along the way. Ezra was ashamed to ask the king for soldiers to protect them,
because he had told the king that the hand of God was on them. So he called for
afast. He wanted to seek God's direction and protection. And God answered. In
the same way, in Acts 13:2-3, the church fasted before they sent out
missionaries. Fasting is away of saying, "God, we do not know what to do. We
need Your direction." And God promises to give wisdom to those who ask
(James 1:5).

Application: If you are at a crossroads, consider a fast to seek God's
direction for your next step.
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Fasting for Deliverance
2 Chronicles20:3-4 m

In 2 Chronicles 20, Jehoshaphat was told that a vast army was coming against
Judah. He was afraid, but he did not panic. He "set his face to seek the LORD,
and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah™ (2 Chronicles 20:3). The people
gathered to seek God. Jehoshaphat prayed: "O LORD, God of our fathers, are
you not God in heaven? You rule over al the kingdoms of the nations. In your
hand are power and might, so that none is able to withstand you... We are
powerless against this great horde that is coming against us. We do not know
what to do, but our eyes are on you" (2 Chronicles 20:6, 12). And God
answered, "Do not be afraid and do not be dismayed at this great horde, for the
battle is not yours but God's" (2 Chronicles 20:15). The next day, God defeated
the enemy, and the people did not even have to fight. Fasting is a powerful way
to seek God's deliverance in the midst of overwhelming circumstances.

Application: Fast this week for deliverance from something that is
oppressing you—and trust God to fight for you.
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Fasting for Revival
Nehemiah 9:1-3 m

In Nehemiah 9, the people of Israel gathered together with fasting, in sackcloth,
and with earth on their heads. They confessed their sins and the sins of their
fathers. And then they read from the Book of the Law of the LORD their God
for a quarter of the day, and for another quarter they confessed and worshiped
the LORD their God (Nehemiah 9:1-3). Thiswas anational revival, and it began
with fasting and confession. Joel 2:12-17 calls the people to return to God with
fasting, weeping, and mourning. Jonah 3:5-10 tells how the entire city of
Nineveh fasted and repented, and God relented. 2 Chronicles 7:14 says, "If my
people who are called by my name humble themselves, and pray and seek my
face and turn from their wicked ways, then | will hear from heaven and will
forgive their sin and hea their land." Fasting is a key ingredient in revival.
When we fast, we are humbling ourselves before God and saying, "We need
Y ou to move."

Application: Fast and pray for revival in your church, your community, and
your nation this week.
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Fasting for Breakthrough
Mark 9:29 m

In Mark 9, aman brought his son to Jesus, who was possessed by a demon that
made him mute. The disciples had tried to cast out the demon but could not.
Jesus rebuked the demon, and the boy was healed. When the disciples asked
Jesus privately why they could not cast it out, He said, "This kind cannot be
driven out by anything but prayer and fasting" (Mark 9:29). There are some
spiritual battles that require more than just a quick prayer. There are some
strongholds that only come down through prayerandfasting. Daniel fasted for
twenty-one days before he received his breakthrough (Daniel 10:1-14). Esther
fasted for three days before she received hers (Esther 4:16). Jesus fasted for
forty days before He began His ministry (Matthew 4:1-11). If you are facing a
breakthrough that has not come, consider fasting. It isaway of saying to God, "I
am not going to give up. | am going to seek Y ou until You move."

Application: What breakthrough are you waiting for? Fast and pray for it
this week—and do not give up.
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Fasting for Spiritual Growth
Matthew 6:16-18 m

Fasting is not just for crisis moments; it isadiscipline for spiritual growth. Anna
the prophetess "did not depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and
prayer night and day" (Luke 2:37). She was eighty-four years old, and she had
devoted her life to fasting and prayer. Paul tells Timothy, "Have nothing to do
with irreverent, silly myths. Rather train yourself for godliness; for while bodily
training is of some value, godlinessis of value in every way, asit holds promise
for the present life and also for the life to come" (1 Timothy 4:7-8). Fasting is
spiritual training. It is a way of disciplining our bodies, our appetites, and our
desires so that we can be more attuned to the Spirit. Paul says in Galatians
5:16-24 that the desires of the flesh are against the Spirit, and the desires of the
Spirit are against the flesh. Fasting is away of saying to our flesh, "Y ou are not
in charge. The Spirit is." It isaway of growing in holiness, in self-control, and
in intimacy with God.

Application: Make fasting a regular part of your spiritual life—not just in
crisis, but asa discipline for growth.
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Fasting and Humility
Psaim35:13 m

Psalm 35:13 says, "But I, when they were sick—I wore sackcloth; | afflicted
myself with fasting; | prayed with head bowed on my chest." Notice: "I afflicted
myself with fasting." Fasting is a way of humbling ourselves before God. It isa
way of saying, "I am not self-sufficient. | need You." Ezra 8:21 says, "Then |
proclaimed a fast there, at the river Ahava, that we might humble ourselves
before our God." Isaiah 58:5 talks about bowing down the head like areed as a
sign of humility. 1 Peter 5:6 says, "Humble yourselves, therefore, under the
mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he may exalt you." Fasting is a
physical expression of humility. When we deny ourselves food, we are saying to
God, "You are more important than my appetites. Your will is more important
than my comfort." And God promises to exalt the humble. He promises to hear
the humble. He promises to lift up the humble.

Application: Fast this week with a heart of humility—not to earn anything,
but to say to God, " | need You."
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